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Stone Bluff is unlike many other oil-region 
blutfs. It delivers results. 








About the only intervention in Mexico-is Villa’s. 
He is intervening between Carranza and peace. 





Europeans are still at swords’ points. They are 
fighting—or think they are—for liberty and justice. 





No Congressional probe into Osage matters is de- 
sired by the Interior Department. There’s a reason. 
The department’s prestige is involved. 





Everybody should be good, but not become boast- 
ful and smug on account of his supposed virtues. 
Genuine, personal merit needs no labels. 





Last week’s cold wave was considerable of a frost 
in the Mid-Continent field; and it was wholly un- 
called for, according to the general opinion. 





Eastern capitalists are beginning to see great in- 
vestment possibilities in oil. There should be a new 
boom in eatch-penny, stock-selling syndicates. 





Careful plugging of abandoned oil wells should 
evervwhere be insisted upon. By so doing the 
operator “plugs” the game of practical conservation. 

During the past summer the financial growth of 
the country was unparalleled, according to Comp- 
troller of the Currency J. S. Williams. Munition 
Prosperity prevailed. 








Oklahoma is to mark its historical spots with 
memorial stone tablets. If a spot can be found in 
the State where Prohibition really prohibits, that 
particular place deserves a monument. 





Stcaming a total distance of 14,300 miles, the 
British oil tanker Selen, in a recent trip, was not 
required to stop anywhere to replenish its fuel sup- 
Ply. Oil as fuel for steamships is hot stuff. 





Last week’s Journal, with its comprehensive re- 
View of the year’s doings in oil and gas, has brought 


man; compliments from various sources. All of 
ane are hereby acknowledged with due appre- 
10n, 





‘ Still the Oklahoma Corporation Commission main- 
ins a position of dignified inactivity about fixing 
& minimum price for Healdton oil. Meanwhile, the 


sehen are regulating quotations to suit them- 
es, ) 





Foreign demand for gasoline, owing to war, is a 
potent factor in the big boom of the oil industry. 
In connection therewith is the growing domestic de- 
mand. Motor spirit is an enlivening spirit in many 
regards. 





Eastern newspapers say Harry F. Sinclair, of 
Tulsa, is willing to pay $800,000 for the New York 
Giants and that the offer has been spurned. Why 
doesn’t Congress investigate the high cost of 
baseball? 





Frozen pipes may be thawed out by wrapping cot- | 


ton cloth about them and pouring hot water upon 
the wrapping. Don’t put rags on the pipe, saturated 
with oil, and set fire thereto. That may result in a 
burst pipe or a burned house. 


Oklahoma had an unconstitutional anti-gambling 
law and the Supreme Court smashed it. "Now a new 
law is to be made and gambling is to be discon- 
tinued—theoretically. Life is a comedy in some 
respects, and men are players. 

To starve out Germany, Great Britain proposes to 
establish an actual naval blockade, thereby shutting 
off the shipment of supplies to the Kaiser’s realm. 
Henry Ford should intervene, at once, in behalf of 
benevolent neutrals who have wheat to sell. 





It is estimated that $500,000,000 is invested in the 
moving picture business in the United States. The 
success of the business is due to popular prices 
and the development of the “movie” habit as a na- 
tional pastime. Illustrations of reel life are fasci- 
nating. 





Roosevelt’s party is willing to be forgiven. In 
Chicago next June the G. O. P. fatted calf is to be 
used for barbecue purposes. Fusion is to take the 
place of confusion. This is really the only appar- 
ently honest peace movement reported in several 
years. 





Time works wonders and it plays tricks on bank 
accounts. In selling big gobs of production in the 
Mid-Continent field before oil prices became ad- 
vanced, certain oil concerns during the past year 
have lost millions of dollars. Had they waited 
awhile time would have meant money to them. 

\ 

Frank T. Allen, a noted astrologer, predicts for 
1916 a spread of the world war, financial troubles, 
an intensely hot summer, severe storms, great so- 
cial scandals and a lot of other distressing occur- 
rences. But he doesn’t say whether Roosevelt is 
to be the Republican candidate for President or not. 








Another triumph of science: Jess Willard, ex- 
cowboy and ex-farmer, demands over $30,000 as com- 
pensation for committing asault and battery upon 
a would-be champion. Formerly Jess would have 
been fined for scrapping with a fellow-citizen. He 
acquired the science of boxing and now matters are 
more to his liking. Culture pays. 





“Ig London or New York to become the future 
head center of the oil trade?” asks a contemporary. 
This is an important question, but if left to the aver- 
age oil observer here, the answer would be that 
Tulsa is, and will continue to be, the main oil town 
of the world. Local prejudices are bound to crop 
out as an outcrop, in such matters. 





Leap Year, aside from furnishing material for 
newspaper paragraphs—and an extra day—makes 
but little difference with the world in general. “Man 
proposes” in the same old way, acording to all avail- 
able information on that subject. When Equal Suf- 
frage becomes universal, there may be changes in 
matrimonial negotiations. 





Champ Clark refuses to become friendly with 
W. J. Bryan, although the former has been invited 
to be amiable. Clark remembers that awful night 
in Baltimore when Bryan turned on his hypnotism 
and caused the convention to eat out of his hand. 
Bryan cast a Wilson spell over the delegates and it 


| spelled political bitterness for Clark. Champ would 
be a chump to forget that. 

In Buffalo, a moneyless man leased an abandoned 
plant. He arranged with New York parties for a 
big war contract. They advanced cash to equip the 
| factory. The Buffalonian has cleaned up $600,000 
jand expects to be a millionaire before the war 
| closes. He is one of those fortunate beings pos- 
|sessed of nerve and foresight, who recognize an 
|opportunity when they see it. 





Two British scientists, basing their deductions on 
| radioactive phenomena, have made a guess as to 
| the earth’s age. They say that the planet is 711,- 
|000,000 years old. And it has only been of recent 
years that gasoline has been propelling automo- 
biles; that the telephone and phonograph have been 
performing vibratory miracles; that pictures have 
been enabled to move; that electricity has been 
used for sound transmission, power, light and heat. 
With all its faults, this is a favored age. 


WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 

| Owing to the extreme cold, numerous drilling 
|wells were shut down during the past week, but 
despite this fact, many developments of interest 
were reported from the various producing districts. 
In Oklahoma and Kansas a number of important 
wildcat tests should have been completed, but work 
Was suspended to await more favorable weather 
conditions. A well in advance of the Augusta pool, 
which showed for 750,000. feet of gas, appears to 
indicate an extension to the north. At Ada, a well 
reported at 200 -barrels has aroused additional in- 
terest in that pool. The recent completion at Black- 
well is producing 350 barrels daily, and is expected 
to improve with deeper drilling. The best well fin- 
| ished in the Fox pool, south of Cushing, had an ini- 
| tial daily production of 300 barrels, and a 350-barrel 
|completion was reported at Morris, Okmulgee 
|County. A number of important failures featured 
drilling in wildcat territory. 

Electra, the most reliable of the Texas Panhan- 
dle pools, has 33 strings of tools running. The best 
| well completed recently started at a 300-barrel gait. 
| An important wildcat test in Section 1, Archer 
|County, had a showing of oil at 510 feet, but its 
;Owners were prevented by water from making a 
|test. Wildcatting continues in Shackelford, Palo 
| Pinto ang Stephens Counties. Of two completions 
| in Palo Pinto County, one was an ordinary pro- | 
;ducer and the other a failure. 

Crichton furnished the largest well in the North- 
ern Louisiana field. It was credited with an initial 
production of 4,000 barrels daily, and is located in 
the Gusher Bend district. A dry hole was com- 
pleted two miles northwest of Crichton. Increased 
activity is noted in the Black Lake district, but re- 
sults thus far have not been encouraging. The dis- 
covery of oil one-half mile southeast of Logansport 
has aroused considerable interest. 

Inclement weather and a scarcity of territory to 
drill combine in holding back operations in the 
Eastern fields. Recent completions were of ordi- 
nary size and unimportant as to location. The near 
future is expected to witness considerable wildcat 
drilling in certain districts of West Virginia. 

The deep sands of Lawrence County, Illinois, con- 
tinue to furnish good producers, although the com- 
pletions are few. One oil well, a gasser and a 
duster were completed in the Irvine pool of Ken- 
tucky. One failure was reported from Gibson 
County Indiana, and the Lima fields furnished a 
few ordinary wells. High water, followed by zero 
weather is checking drilling in the Central West 
region. 











MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





' The apparent, estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of the week was 
as follows: Caddo, 39,500 barrels; Electra, 15,006 
barrels; Kansas and Oklahoma, outside of Cush- 
ing, 208,000 barrels; Cushing, 90,000 barrels; total, 
353,000 barrels. 
_ The estimated daily production of fuel oil in the 
Gulf Coast fields at the end of the same period was 
50,000 barrels, and of refinable oil, 22,000 barrels. 
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FERRIS LAND BILL IMPORTANT. 





Much interest has been aroused in Congress by 
the Ferris Bill, which was passed last week in 
the House at Washington. This measure was 
strongly backed by the Interior Department and is 
expected soon to become. a law. ‘It applies to 
330,000,000 acres of public domain in the seven 
public-land States of the West and would provide 
homesteads a mile square to thousands of prospec- 
tive entrymen. The development and settlement of 
the West demand this increased area in homesteads 
since the 160-acre law is no longer applicable to 
conditions. 

Not in a decade has so much interest been 
aroused in any piece of legislation of the West as 
has been the case with the Ferris measure. It is 
believed the larger area provided for in the bill will 
make it comparatively easy for a family to make a 
decent living on a homestead this size. The require- 
ments to gain title are exceedingly easy. It is pre- 
dicted that the opening of lands under this bill 
would re-enact the early-day scenes when thousands 
were rushing to acquire homes on the public do- 
main. Taken in conjunction with the enactment of 
the Ferris Bill providing for the leasing of oil and 
mineral lands on the public domain and the Ferris 
Bill providing for the development of water-power 
sites worth millions in the public-land States, the 
enactment of this new homestead bill will mean 
greater prosperity, greater land values and greater 
material development of the West. 

These are claims made for it by its supporters. 
The oil-lease feature of the bill is an afterthought— 
an amendment—resulting from conditions developed 
by oil-land withdrawals in California and Wyoming. 
It allows operators on California Government oil 
land to lease the territory they have been working, 
provided they surrender their claims to patents of 
the land. 





SURRENDER CLAUSE DECISION. 





After failing to make a square declaration for 
more than five years on the subject, the Supreme 
Court of Oklahoma finally declared the surrender 
clause invalid in a decision handed down a week 
ago. In three previous decisions, beginning with 
the Galbreath case in 1905, the court has intimated 
that it did not consider the clause valid, but never 
had this question been squarely presented to it. 

Much unnecessary newspaper space has been 
consumed in rumors as to what would happen to 
the oil industry in case the cause were not upheld. 
As a matter of fact, following the Galbreath deci- 
sion, most of the big operators and leaseholders 
protected themselves against possible consequences 
by changing their lease forms. 

This decision of the Supreme Court of Oklahoma 
cannot affect any lands held under departmental 
leases and from which the restrictions have not 
been removed, as the Supreme Court of the United 
States, last summer, in a case which went up from 
Illinois, held the clause binding and of full force; 
and this will be the rule to be followed by the Fed- 
eral courts in Oklahoma where large bodies of 
Indian land are still under the jurisdiction of the 
Governmental agencies. 





MAY DRILL DEEP CUSHING WELL. 





In order to get an idea as to what may be found 
in the earth below the famous Bartlesville sand of 
the Cushing field, the proposition is made that a 
deep well be located in the center of that district 
to be drilled by a number of oil companies, each 
bearing a pro-rata share of the expense of the ven- 
ture. There may be other oil deposits down in the 
earth deeper than any level yet reached by the 
drill in that region. There may be gas. Nobody 
knows just what is down there, and hence the in- 
terest in a deep-test well. Geologists would like to 
have a hole drilled to the Devonian formaticen. 





DEPARTMENT OPPOSES PROBE IDEA. 





There is no secret at Washington about the desire 
of the Department of the Interior to avoid a Con- 
gressional investigation of the Osage lease contro- 
versy. Secretary Lane and his assistants in that 
department are satisfied that their work in managing 
the lease issue has been safe and sane and in accord- 
ance with requirements. To now have the Osage 
matter turned over to Congress, with the publicity 
thus made unavoidable, thé people of the country 
might be led to believe that the department is not 
competent to act as a directing power over the 
wards of the Nation in that rich section of oily Okla. 
homa. Any reflection made upon any of the depart- 
ments of the Government would include, more or 





less, the Administration of Wilson. Secretary 
Lane is loyal to Wilson—and to himself, it may be 
added—so he wishes to sustain the department's 
prestige. Hence his opposition to any action which 
may be attempted in Congress to question his wis- 
dom as a governing functionary. 

Another bit of information from the National 
capital is to the effect that Secretary Lane objects 
to making any new lease arrangements with 
Charles Page, of Tulsa, and others who desire to 
obtain control of gas territory amounting to over 
500,000 acres in the Osage region. Parties already 
obtaining gas from this district are supplying a 
number of Oklahoma towns and Mr. Lane believes 
that it would be poor judgment to change the situva- 
tion. As the gas is now used for domestic purposes, 
he thinks this arrangement should be continued 
and not turn the gas into new channels of consump- 
tion such as the running of smelters and other 
manufacturing establishments. 





MUST USE SPANISH LANGUAGE. 





Hereafter, in Mexico, all data, including presen- 
tation of plans relating to the petroleum industry, 
must be made in the Spanish language and all 
measurements computed in the metric system. This 
is in compliance with a decree issued recently by 
Carranza’s industrial development bureau. Ameri- 
can oil men will be required to govern themselves 
accordingly, 





FEDERAL EVIDENCE-HUNTERS HERE. 





It is quietly hinted that certain shrewd represen- 
tatives of the Federal Government have arrived in 
Oklahoma and are seeking material to be used in 
the forthcoming investigation of gasoline prices. 
Something seems to tell the authorities at Washing- 
ton that there are various dark, mysterious and ne- 
farious gasoline price conspiracies in the oil-produc- 
ing regions of the country where gasoline is brewed 
and it is the Government’s purpose to gum-shoe 
around among the conspirators and become wise as 
to their methods. 

Oil producers and refiners keep informing the in- 
quisitors that they (the oil men) have nothing to 
conceal, but the Government probers are not con- 
vinced. The idea prevails among the astute bureau- 
crats that the average oil man is an individual who 
will bear watching. The notion is firmly fixed in 
Washington that some political capital may be ob- 
tained by bursting an imaginary combination in 
restraint of cheap gasoline. Owners of automobiles 
in the broad domain of the Nation are numerous. 
They represent many votes. Next November as 
many votes as possible are to be in demand to re- 
elect our quiescent, but patriotic President. If the 
Government can find a conspiracy in gasoline and 
blow it up, thereby reducing gasoline prices, Wil- 
son’s popularity is bound to become increased and 
expanded. So the evidence-hunters are hunting, 
and they are in “our midst.” 





NEED OF U. S. MERCHANT MARINE. 





Those who are advocating the upbuilding of an 
adequate merchant marine are using some eloquent 
figures to arouse popular interest. In this country 
there are swarms of small craft and there is a 
coastwise array of ships, large and small. In for- 
eign trade our merchant marine consists of 37 steel 
sailing ships averaging 1,600 tons each; 544 wooden 
sailing vessels averaging 600 tons; 239 wooden 
steamers averaging 300 tons, and 331 steel steam- 
ships averaging 3,800 tons. There are also 537 
motor boats and 1,106 barges. 

In large merchant steamers, the class that is fast 
growing in commerce, and of a size and speed to 
render some assistance as naval auxiliaries, the 
United States stands third, being surpassed by 
Great Britain and Germany. But a glance at the 
grand totals and then at the individual figures for 
each country reveals a startling situation. It seems 
that 60 per cent. of the big and able steamers in the 
world are owned by Great Britain and not 7 per 
cent. by the United States. 

Americans make money in other ways than that 
of seagoing commerce. They permit Europeans and 
Asiatics to carry their wares to and fro over the 
oceans. The estimated result is that every year 
$300,000,000 leave the United States in the form of 
freight payments for deposits in the coffers of for- 
eign shipowners. Americans not only subscribe to 
the upkeep but also to the construction of ships of 
their marine competitors. 

At present there is a boom in oil-ship building to 
carry American petroleum and products, but, out- 
side of that field of activity, American shipbuilders 
have but few orders to fill in the making of vessels 
that would fly the American flag on the high seas. 


Thursday, 


NO TAX SETTLEMENT YET. 





In spite of the fact that the gross-production tax 
law has been in the courts for more than a year, 
and in spite of the repeated announcement of State 
officials that they have requested the advancement 
of the case on the dockets, the courts do not seem 
to be in any hurry about determining the:constity- 
tionality of the law. There is about $5,000,000 col- 
lected, and this is being held in the State treasury 
pending final decision. In the meantime, the oil- 
producing counties are being forced to impose a 
State and county tax of practically 4 per cent. to 
pay running expenses, and thus is placed a burden 
on every taxpayer in the county. Oil producers do 
not know what to do, as the gross-production tax 
requires rendition to the State Auditor while the old 
law required rendition to be made to the County 
Assessor. Nobody knows exactly what to expect, 
and though the State Auditor has said that he 
would remit fines and penalties in the cases of the 
oil producers, it is said, in some quarters, that he 
has no authority to do so without warrant of law. 
In the meantime, the suit of the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company to prevent the collection of the gross- 
production tax is on the docket in the Federal Dis- 
trict Court, and has been there for ten months. It 
has been argued on motions, but never brought 
directly to trial. 

Since the above was written, the State Supreme 
Court has denied a petition for a rehearing in the 
gross-production tax case. 





MEXICAN TAX IS EXTORTIONATE. 





In a recent dispatch from Tampico, Mexico, the 
statement was made that unless the present Gov- 
ernment taxes on oil are reduced, operations can 
not be profitably resumed in that country and, even- 
tually, there will be tremendous losses by all the 
independent operators in that field. The larger 
operators are storing much of their oil, hoping for 
some settlement of the rate on a lower basis. They 
also have filed a protest with the Government now 
in power against the present rate of taxation cn oil, 
which in time may bring Carranza’s attention to the 
truth of the conditions there. 

As an illustration of the Mexican system of 
squeezing the oil men, the following example is 
cited: In transporting oil from Panuco, on the river 


\of that name, to Tampico, the cost is from 7 to 9 


cents a barrel; the production tax is 4 cents a bar- 
rel, and the stamp tax is 1 cent a barrel, while the 
duty, or bar tax, is 4 cents a barrel. To this must 
be added the cost of well drilling and operating and 
the caring and storing of the oil when it arrives on 
the surface. 





TO RE-OPEN THE INDIAN ROLLS. 





Representative Harrison, of Mississippi, has re- 
intorduced a bill in Congress to re-open the Choc- 
taw-Chickasaw Indian rolls to all those persons 
living in Mississippi or elsewhere, who were award- 
ed rights by the Fourteenth Article of the Dancing 
Rabbit Creek Treaty, dated Sept. 27, 1830, although 
they never availed themselves of the opportunity to 
affiliate with the Oklahoma Choctaws. 

The Harrison Bill directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to receive, at any time within nine months 
after the passage of the act, the application of any 
person for enrollment to the rights of a citizen and 
a member of the Choctaw-Chickasaw tribe, claiming 
an interest in lands and funds. of the tribes, after 
which the Secretary is to determine the rights of 
said claimants without regard to any adverse judg- 
ment or decision rendered by any court or the Com- 
missioner to the Five Civilized Tribes, and the 
Secretary is directed to enroll, without requiring 
further application, all persons who have been iden- 
tified as Mississippi Choctaws by the Dawes Com- 
mission. 

The bill also provides that no funds of the Choc- 
taws be distributed within 12 months after the pass 
age of the bill. 





NO GASOLINE CONSPIRACY FOUND. 





In a letter to Representative Webb, chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee of Congress, Attor- 
ney General Gregory stated, last week, that the 
Department of Justice had no evidence that there 
were violations of Federal statutes in connection 
with the advance in gasoline quotations, was uD 
justifiable and should be investigated, is of interest. 
Oil men, meanwhile, are watching the development 
of the Administration’s plans to probe the oil aml 
gasoline situation, and are quite undisturbed as to 
the outcome. They know that gasoline is not to be 
cheaper until crude petroleum sells for less money 





than is now obtained for it. 


January 20, 1916. 
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LEASING RIGHTS TO BE GRANTED? 


In the House, at Washington, last Friday, there 
was an interesting discussion of the Mineral-Land 
Leasing Bill which provides for the granting of 
leases on Government territory for oil and mining 





purposes., The lands involved are chiefly located in | 


California and Wyoming and, judging from present 
indications, the bill will be duly adopted. If this 
result shall be attained, it will be of great advan- 
tage to oil operators who have been affected by 
land-withdrawal orders of the Government. 





NEW THEORY AS TO ANTICLINES. 





At the recent conference of geologists at the 
State University in Norman, Okla., many interesting 
idezs were advanced by the scientists in attend- 
ance. A. W. McCoy, formerly of the University 
faculty, aroused attention to a new theory as to 
anticlines. He expressed the idea that anticlines 
might be the result of the presence of oil instead of 
the result of other forces. He showed by means of 
layers of sands, clays, etc. in a glass jar that 
capillary action in connection with petroleum and 
water would produce a force sufficient to lift the 
upper layers into the form of anticlines. 

Mr. MeCoy has resigned from the university fac- 
ulty to accept a position as field geologist in Mexico 
for an European oil syndicate. 





ORIGIN OF OIL FOUND IN SHALE. 





Dr. John Horne, F. R. S., at.a meeting of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, Scotland, recently read 
a paper on the origin of oil in shale, the document 
having been prepared by E. H. Cunningham Craig, 
B. A. The paper was a review of the evidence con- 
cerned with oil shales with the idea of ascertaining 
how it had been formed and why it occurred in cer- 
tain localities and not in others, and especially 
whether any connection could be established be- 
tween oil fields and oil-shale fields. Geological field 
evidence was brought forward from Europe, Asia, 
South Africa, North and South America and Aus- 
tralia. The conclusion arrived at was that kerosene 
in oil shale was formed from inspissated petroleum 
which had been absorbed and “adsorbed” by clays 
with sufficiently colloidal content and thus pre- 
served from removal by weathering processes long 
after all porous strata in the neighborhood had lost 
all trace of petroleum impregnation. The process 
by which nitrogen and sulphur compounds were con- 
centrated in the inspissated petroleum were de- 
scribed, and the yield of ammonium sulphate from 
oil shale was thus explained. It was shown that 
Scotland at one time contained a rich oil field of 
which now only the merest vestiges were left, and 
the method of discovering other shale fields not yet 
exploited was indicated. 





LABOR COMMISSIONER TO INQUIRE. 





During the cold wave, last week, employes of a 
humber of plants in Oklahoma City were unable to 
be comfortable owing to lack of gas heat. It was 
too cold, the workers say, and now State Labor 
Commissioner W. G. Ashton is to start an investiga- 
tion. He wishes to find out who was to blame for 
the low gas pressure and will take steps to prevent 
a repetition of the chills which Oklahoma City 
workers were required to endure. 





CAPTAIN LUCEY’S OIL FORECAST. 





Capt. J. F. Lucey, president of the Lucey Manu- 
facturing Corporation and known in all the oil 
fields, has been interviewed by Financial America, 
of New York, and it is the Captain’s belief that the 
outlook for the American oil trade in 1916 is the 
brightest in the history of the industry. He be- 
leves— 

That the industry is in its infancy as regards po- 
tential field development, scientific achievement an 
consumptive demand. , 

That Europe’s eyes are wide-open to the future 
Scope of the industry. 

That rivalry between American and foreign com- 
panies will increase in intensity and New York and 
London will fight for the oil headquarters of the 
World (if New York will enter the fight). 

That the struggle for supremacy will be especially 
keen in the great coming fields of Central and South 
America and more particularly in the oil regions 
tributary to the Caribbean and important strategi- 
cally in connection with the Panama Canal. 

That the year will see large expansion of Ameri- 
Can capital in all oil fields of the two hemispheres, 
_That opportunities for fresh American capital in 
oil enterprise should be sanely seized and sanely 
developed, and, . 





That the basic note in American oil expansion is 
the building of adequate shipping facilities, 

“It is very evident to me that the American oil 
trade in its national and world-wide capacity has 
entered the most promising year in its history,” 
Captain Lucey said; “it is true that American. oil 
expansion has been large and even tremendous in 
the matter of capital investment but, relative to 
world markets, there has actually been a lack of 
expansion. This, I believe, can be attributed to the 
woeful scarcity of American shipping. While Amer- 
ican capital represents 75 per cent. of the money 
invested in oil, the percentage to the whole of tank- 
ships flying the American flag before the war was 
only 10 per cent. 

“The opportunity for capital in oil business was 
never better. There will be a great fight between 
New York and London for the oil headquarters of 
the world, if New York will enter the fighi. It has 
every advantage, and has had for years. But New 
York always refused to take the oil business seri- 
ously until a few years ago. It has only been coim- 
paratively recently that independent New York 
capital has become interested at all.” 

This failure of New Yorkers to become interested 
in oil possibilities is largely due to the fact that the 
traders of the metropolis have neglected to become 
familiar with the importance of oil. Meanwhile, 
English capital has been alive to the opportunities 
afforded in the petroleum business. Great Britain 
is dabbling in oil wherever oil may be dabbled in, 
and it is burning much oil in its extensive fleets of 
steam-driven craft of all kinds. 

As Captain Lucey says, London is eager to lead 
the world as petroleum headquarters. New York 
can easily prevent this condition of affairs pro- 
vided that New York becomes sufficiently interested 
to get into the game. 





SOME DEEP HOLES IN THE EARTH. 





Morro Velho gold mine, located in the gold belt of 
Brazil, about 330 miles north of Rio Janeiro, was 
opened in the 18th century and its depth is 5,284 
feet—over a mile below the surface. The deposit 
dips into the earth at an angle of 45 degrees and the 
miners continue to follow the vein downward. The 
temperature at that depth is almost unendurable, 
but cooling currents of air are forced into the shaft. 
The miners work without clothing. This mine has 
yielded $55,000,000 worth of gold and its annual 
profit now is over $700,000. Geologists find it a 
source of great interest and information in their 
studies of rock formations. 

This mine ig not quite so deep as a Bradford (Pa.) 
oil well which was drilled to a depth of 5,830 feet. 
In Washington County, Pennsylvania, another deep 
test well is 7,181 feet deep and has a fishing job. 
Like the deep well at Bradford, the Washington 
County test is an expensive experiment. 
probably be abandoned at its present depth. 





ENGLISH NEWSPAPER’S COMMENT. 





While the Allies opposed to the Teutonic powers 
are receiving much help from the United States in 
the matter of financial loans, munitions, oil and 
sympathy, there is still a strangely hostile feeling 
toward this country and its people among the Brit- 
ishers. Last week, the London Standard, a leading 
newspaper of England, gave expression to the con- 
tempt in which Americans are held by certain ele- 
ments in the United Kingdom. The Standard, in 
the course of an article made the following state- 
ment: 

“It is said that now America and Germany 
are bosom friends again, and England is to be 
bullied once more for interfering with America’s 
war profits. If the British Government reflects 
the British people, Washington will hear some 
stimulating truths from this side of the At- 
lantic.” 

Evidently, John Bull intends to teach us our 
duties in international matters. We seem to be too 
independent. 





MOLASSES AS OIL SUBSTITUTE. 





Consular reports from Hawaii confirm earlier ad- 
vices about experiments made in that country of 
using molasses as a fuel as a substitute for oil. It 
igs stated that Hawaiian sugar refineries have in- 
stalled furnaces especially constructed to burn 
molasses and that waste material resulting from the 
manufacture of sugar and molasses, amounting to 
over 70 per cent., is run into the furnaces and 
burned, producing desired heat for steam-producing 
and other purposes. Ashes of the molasses contain 
33.32 per cent, of potash and 4.60 per cent. of phos- 
phoric acid, which cause the ashes to be valuable 
for fertilizing purposes. 


It will} 


PETITION OF REFINERS DENIED. 





|’ On Thursday of last week petitions. of Oklahoma 
and Kansas oil refiners for a re-hearing on freight 
rates on petroleum from those fields to St. Louis, 
Chicago, St. Paul and other points in the West, were 
denied by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

| Under a recent order of the commission the Mis- 
souri, Kansas & Texas, and other carriers in that 
territory were required to readjust their rates on 
petroleum from the Oklahoma and Kansas fields, 
and with the denial of a re-hearing that order re- 
|mains in force. 





NO MENTION OF OIL INDUSTRY. 





Not a word about the oil and gas industry is 
written in the message of Governor Williams of 
Oklahoma, to the Legislature of this State, which 
convened in special session this week. The Legis- 
lature was summoned, principally, for the purpose 
of trying to find some method of evading the deci- 
sion of the United States Supreme Court which up- 
held the right of negroes to vote, but in the original 
call the Governor said that from time to time he 
would direct the attention of the law-making bodies 
to other subjects of legislation. Oil men have taken 
ino steps as yet to induce the lawmakers to do any 
| legislating in oil matters, but it is probable that 
;something in that line will be done before the ses- 
sion is ended. 





COINCIDENCE IN JAP OIL FIELD. 





When the Nippon Company well No. 25, at 
Kamade, Japan, was drilled to a depth of 3,074 feet, 
some time ago, a gas flow caught fire, burning the 
rig. The flames were eventually stopped when the 
gas ceased to gush from the depths. The fire was 
out and the men of the crew were standing about 
|\the well discussing the advisability of putting up a 
new derrick and drilling deeper. Then something 
junexpected happened. Oil began to flow from the 
| well—and has continued to flow, yielding about 200 
jbarrels daily. As the fire had exhausted itself be- 
\fore the flow started, the spouting oil did not be- 


|come ignited. 
| 
| 











SUITS AGAINST 107 NEWSPAPERS. 





W. A. Stuart, well known in oil and baseball cir- 
|cles, publisher of the Baseball World at Chicago, 
has returned to Tulsa, his former home town, and 
| expects to reside here. Mr. Stuart has instituted 
damage suits against 107 newspapers in the United 
States on libel charges. It appears that a news 
agency carried a false statement reflecting on the 
integrity of the Baseball World management. A 
|paper called the Weekly World, printed in Penn- 
sylvania, became involved with the authorities on 
account of a baseball lottery scheme and the item 
in the news service erroneously named the Base- 
ball World as the publication which had violated 
the anti-lottery law. 





UPHOLDS ACTS OF CONGRESS. 





On Tuesday of last ‘week, the Supreme Court of 
Oklahoma sustained those acts of Congress which 
forbid a fullblood Indian or the heirs of a fullblood 
Indian to dispose of lands in the State from which 
restrictions have not been removed. Although there 
has never been any question as to the authority of 
Congress to pass these statutes the fact that they 
had not been ratified by the Supreme Court of Okla- 
homa has led to many fictitious trades and has been 
the weapon by which many innocent people, oil 
men, farmers and others have been victimized. The 
Supreme Court of Oklahoma in the decision above 
referred to, which went up from Choctaw County, 
laid down the principle that under the terms of the 
Act by which Oklahoma was was admitted into the 
Union the jurisdiction of Congress and of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States over the lands and 
estates of the fullblood Indians was guaranteed till 
such time as Congress should see fit to turn loose 
the Indians and let them fend for themselves. Thus 
the courts of Oklahoma have absolutely no jurisdic- 
tion over the disposition of the lands of the full- 
bloods. Nor have the heirs of the fullbloods any 
voice in the disposition of the estate without first 
securing the approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. The effect of the decision will be to put a 
curb on fake land-sellers who have been active in 
Oklahoma for many years. 





MILLION-DOLLAR OIL REFINERY. 





Announcement is made that a million-dollar oil 
refinery is to be constructed at Regina, Alberta, 
Canada, by a big company whose name is not men- 





tioned aS yet. Work on the plant’ will start soon. 
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OF PERSONAL INTEREST 





Frank P. Woodmansee, of Tulsa, representing the 
Defiance Oil Company, was a business visitor in the 
Healdton district during the past week. 

ce * * 


F. G. Clapp, managing geologist of The Asso- 
ciated Geological Engineers, has returned to Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., from the Oklahoma field. 


* * *£ 


Thomas White and D. F. Connolly, of Tulsa, have 
gone to New York on business. Mr. White expects 
to be gone several weeks, while Mr. Connolly ex- 
pects to return by the end of January. 

a * a 

Andrew D. Hays, the efficient foreman of The 
Journal’s composing room, was a visitor at Joplin, 
Mo., on Saturday last. He was there in attendance 
at a meeting of the Typographical Union. 

* * ao 


Frank M. Lowery, vice president and general 
manager of the New York Central Gas Company, 
with headquarters at Buffalo, N. Y., stopped over in 





portance is to be opened there. “Dan” Kerwin made 
a fortune in the Bradford field, but still keeps busy 
in puncturing the earth for oil. It’s a habit of his. 

a * * 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Boyle, of Oil City, Pa., 
arrived in Tulsa on Tuesday and are guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Dwyer, of Boston Avenue. Mr. 
Boyle is business manager of the Oil City Derrick, 
and a son of P. C. Boyle, owner of that publication 
and The Oil and Gas Journal. Mr. and Mrs. Boyle 
have many acquaintances in this city who formerly 
lived in Pennsylvania. 

* = 

Mrs. J. H. Markham, Jr., was hostess at an “at- 
home” reception on Wednesday afternoon of this 
week at the Markham residence, No. 1630 South 
Carson Avenue, Tulsa. The function was an in- 
formal opening of the family’s magnificent new 
home and was largely attended by local society 
people. Mr. Markham, who is a successful oil pro- 
ducer, has erected one of the finest residences in 
the State. 

* a * 

H. F. Sinclair, of Tulsa, announces that he will 
not be a candidate for National Committeeman for 
the Republican Party in Oklahoma. Some weeks 
ago a caucus was held at Oklahoma City and Mr. 


the city last week on a trip from Texas to the East.'Sinclair’s name formally presented for considera- 


* * * 


tion. At that time he sent a message thanking his 


Charles E. McLaughlin, president of the Manhat-| Supporters and, since, a very vigorous campaign has 


tan Oil & Linseed Company, of St. Paul, Minn., re- 
centiy arrived in Tulsa on a purchasing trip. He is 
placing orders for gasoline and other oils for the 
coming year. 

~ a om 


L. G. Huntley, of the firm of Johnson & Huntley, 


and of the University of Pittsburgh, has gone to! 


been carried on in his behalf. Now he is definitely 
out of the race. 
co a Sd 
Ralph Hochstetter, who knows the oil game in its 
every angle and who plays it with skill and good 
judgment, has arrived in Tulsa from his home town 
of Buffalo, N. Y. Everybody who enjoys the ac- 


Cuba and Mexico, where he will be engaged for |Guaintance of Mr. Hochstetter is his friend. He is 


several months in geological work for New York 
oil interests. 
> * 

Mowry Bates, petroleum geologist, late of Shreve- 
port, La., has located in Tulsa and is a guest at the 
Hotel Tulsa. Mr. Bates was formerly head of the 
Gulf Producing Company’s geological department 
and is an expert in his profession. 

* oa * 


A. A. Richards, formerly active as the head of the 


of that kind. Accompanying him on the trip west 
was G. A. Forman, famed as a member of the very 
successful oil firm of Gunsburg & Forman. Mr. 
Hochstetter is also a member of this firm. 

* * * 


A. E. Watts, former umpire of the Cushing oil 
field under the Corporation Commission and who, 
for some time, has been in the service of White & 
Sinclair, has opened an office in the Daniel Building, 
this city, and is in the oil business on his own hook. 


local oil producers’ association and prominent gen-|Mr. Watts, during the days of the Cushing overflow, 


erally as an oil producer, arrived in Tulsa during 
the past week on a business errand, from Washing- 
ton, D. C.. where he is now located. 

* * - 


David J. Kelly, president of the Manhattan Oil 
Company, who has been an oil operator many years 
—and a successful one—has arrived in Tulsa from 
New York, his home city, and is again looking after 
his extensive interests in Oklahoma. 

a ~ a 


William J. Bovaird, a stalwart oil producer of 
Independence, Kan., and elsewhere, was in town 
last week during the blizzard and attended to some 
business matters in which he was interested. Physi- 
cally, and as an all-around hustler and good fellow, 
he is in the heavyweight class. 

a * * 


“Joe” Murphy, of Philadelphia, son of the famous 
“Mike” Murphy, who has been prominent in oil af- 


fairs for many years, has arrived in Tulsa from the, 
\look after his interests. 


East. “Joe” ig well qualified to make a successful 
showing in the oil business—and that is what he is 
doing in the Thrall field in Texas. 

” * 


J. N. Pew, vice president of The Sun Company of 
Philadelphia, told a reporter in the Healdton dis- 
trict, some days ago, that Ardmore is a second 
Tulsa in the matter of oil activity and he was deeply 
interested in what he observed there. He looked 
over his company’s holdings and then proceeded to 
Cushing, and later to this city. 

a * + 


Former Governor C. N. Haskell, who has been in 
New York City for several months and who, it is 
reported, has cleaned up a big fortune in filling 
certain war orders, has returned to Tulsa. He is 
one of the most active business men of the State 
and has a faculty of getting a life-size grip upon 
any object which may attract him. 

* * a 

Fielding H. Yost, “Hurry-Up” Yost of Michigan 
University fame, an athlete who makes a specialty 
of winning spectacular victories with his football 
gladiators, was here recently from his home town of 
Nashville, Tenn., and later proceeded to El Dorado, 
Kan., where he expects to get into the oil game. He 
already has oil interests in Oklahoma. 

* * 7 

Daniel Kerwin, a well-known Eastern oil man, 
was in Tulsa last week from Texas, where he is 
drilling test wells north of Myro, on land of P. L. 
Tibbetts, who hag leased 18,000 acres in that vicin- 
ity. 





was “as busy as a boy killing snakes” and he was 
the recipient of more knocks and boosts than even 
George Henshaw was accorded by the “regulated” 


oil men. 


* * 


Guy Reed, a Tulsa lease broker, has been scout- 
ing around the new pool in Butler County, Kansas. 
He says that the farmers and innkeepers in that 
country were totally unprepared for the rush, which 
is now so great that a special train has been put on 
the Santa Fe leaving Wichita in the morning and 
returning in the afternoon. Mr. Reed says that 
until the cold wave came oil-field people were sleep- 
ing‘in lofts and attics or wherever they could spread 
a blanket. 


* * 


Charles Page, of Tulsa, who is applying for a 
lease on 250,000 acres of gas land in the Osage 
Reservation, formerly held by the Osage & Okla- 
homa Gas Company, has gone to Washington to 
Just before leaving, Mr. 
Page stated that he was in receipt of advices to the 
effect that the Osage Tribal Council was still in 
favor of granting his application and the only oppo- 
sition came from some of the officials of the Interior 
Department. 


* 


* * * 


John Fitzgerald, of Kane, Pa., an oil man who has 
had much experience in the petroleum industry, in 
various capacities, has arrived in Oklahoma and is 
a guest at the Hotel Tulsa, this city. He is con- 
nected with the Black Hawk Oil Company, in opera- 
tions near Sapulpa. Mr. Fitzgerald has drilled, or 
been identified with the drilling, in his busy life, of 


,over 100 dry holes; but that fact has not seriously 


worried him. He has “hit the pay” a sufficient num- 
ber of times to be very prosperous. 
* *¢ * 


H. S. Troutner and J. L. Turk, two experts in the 
business of drilling wells, arrived last week from 
Bradford, Pa., and will help to puncture the earth 
in Oklahoma. They have been active in different 
fields of the Middle West and Pennsylvania and say 
that, despite increased oil prices, operations are 
comparatively few in those districts. Mr. Troutner 
has conducted drilling operations in India and has 
many reminiscences about the mysterious Orientals 
and their interesting oil fields. 

’-. * * 


It has been definitely announced that P. J. White, 
who retires from the presidency of the Exchange 
National Bank in Tulsa, has permanently located in 


It is Mr. Kerwin’s belief that a field of im- New York, having purchased a residence there. Mr, 





White has been a conspicuous figure in the develop- 
ment of the Mid-Continent field for the past 14 
years, for nine years of that time being the division 
manager for the Oil Well Supply Company. He was 
president of the Exchange National Bank from its 
organization till his retirement on Jan. 11. 

cS 3K * 

W. R. Page, president of the Western New York 
& Pennsylvania Traction Company, with headquar- 
ters at Olean, N. Y., is a Tulsa business visitor, 
Mr. Page directs a splendid traction system con- 
necting the Bradford and Allegany oil fields and 
which includes, also, street-car service for Olean 
and Bradford. Mr. Page is interested, individually, 
in the oil business, in addition to his executive 
duties with the traction system, and he expects to 
purchase some producing property in Oklahoma. 

* * *& 


Benjamin E. Ryan had a birthday recently and 
the occasion was fittingly observed by a number of 
friends who were guests at a banquet in the private 
dining room of the Hotel Tulsa and the occasion 
was much enjoyed. Mr. Ryan is an oil buyer for 
the Union Petroleum Company and deservedly pop- 
ular. Charles F. Martin, of the International Refin- 
ing Company, was toastmaster, and the “flow of 
soul” was sparkling with merriment and good will. 
The bill of fare was in the Hotel Tulsa’s best style. 

* * * 

Col. W. A. Pierce, of Shreveport, La., is a Tulsa 
visitor. “Talking about hard-luck stories,” Colonel 
Pierce said, “I have one that ought to entitle me to 
a chromo. Twelve years ago I had a suspicion that 
there was oil around Wellington and El Dorado and 
leased several thousand acres. My associates and 
I drilled more than half a dozen wells and every one 
of them was dry. Now comes the Augusta pool, 
and it is almost entirely embraced in a semi-circle 
of dry holes which we drilled in 1904.” Colonel 
Pierce was one of the pioneers in Kansas, but has 
been making his home at Shreveport for the past 
seven years. 





NOTED IN PASSING 





Muskogee’s municipal gas bonds are to be placed 
on sale after Jan. 28. 

I, A. Cooper, of Philadelphia, announces that he 
has discovered a large deposit of potash in Peru. 

Pipe lines owned by Standard subsidiaries, includ- 
ing local feeding lines, are said to represent a plant 
value of $200,000,000. 

At Vinita, Okla., the Milliken Refining Company 
is constructing a large lubricating plant, which is to 
be in operation soon. 


Oil operations are in progress in the western part 
of the island of Madagascar, American drillers be- 
ing engaged in the work. 

Last week, Chicago automobilists were delighted 
to learn of a two-cent reduction in the price of gaso- 
line, making the rate 16% cents a gallon. 

E. W. Kimberley was the successful bidder, last 
week, on 40 acres of a cemetery lot at Okmulgee, 
Okla., which is to be operated as an oil tract. 

Directors of the Mexican Eagle Oil Company, 
Ltd., have issued an interim dividend of 4 per cent. 
on preference shares for the year to end June 30 
next. 


B. B. Jones’ new gusher in the Blackwell district, 
this State, has enlivened the boom in field activities 
and there is to be a lively drilling campaign as 4 
result. 


At a depth of 4,303 feet the Gypsy deep well, east 
of McAlester, Okla., has been abandoned as an oil 
producer. Gas from the 655-foot level is to be 
utilized. 


Among the charters recently issued in Kansas is 
one for the Southwestern Petroleum Company of 
West Virginia (for use in Kansas); capital stock, 
$100,000. 

Again the Gypsy’s incorrigible gasser at Fox, 
Okla., which recently blew off its braden-head, has 
been muzzled with new and apparently adequate 
fastenings. 

On the County Farm at Findlay, O., there are 27 
small oil wells. These wells are worked under lease . 
by C. L. Casterline, a new leage extending this priv 
ilege 15 years. 

Western oil jobbers are to hold their annual meet: 
ing, as an association, in March, and preparations 
are already under way to make it a most interestins 
and profitable reunion. 

Gas from the Blackwell field is to be piped to 
Enid, Okla., and there distributed to consumers by 
the Oklahoma Natural Gas Company, the town hav 
ing granted that company a franchise. 
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At an annual meeting of the Kinzua Petroleum 
Company, which was held at Mt. Jewett, Pa., last 
week, the affairs of the company were shown to be 
very prosperous. Officers were elected. 


Casey Bramham, an oil man of Taft, Cal. was 
recently joined in marriage with Miss Nellie Grant, 
also of Taft, and formerly of Chanute, Kan. The 
newly-wedded couple will reside at Taft. 


E. C. Ryan is quoted as saying that the Barnsdall 
Oil Company has acquired considerably gas terri- 
tory in McIntosh County, Oklahoma, and that the 
company intends to erect a smelter there. 


E. S. Laughlin, prominent as an oil operator and 
broker in bygone years, has been appointed as post- 
master at Oil City, Pa., by President Wilson. Mr. 
Laughlin succeeds Postmaster J. N. Perrine. 

M. F. Tucker, of Bartlesville, Okla., has signed a 
contract to do oil-well work in India for the Burmah 
Company. He and his wife will soon depart on the 
long journey to the oil fields of the Far East. 


With a capitalization of $50,000, the Red Demon 
Gasoline Company has been organized at Muskogee, 
Okla. Leading stockholders in the Motor Gasoline 
Company are the organizers of the new concern. 


At Ingalls, Okla., the Roxana Petroleum Company 
has shut in its gasser in Section 34-19-4 and wili 
allow it to be merely a gas well for a period. Later, 
it will be deepened in the hope of tapping an oil 
deposit. 

Owing to the recent cold spell in Oklahoma, man- 
ufacturing plants were required to shut off their gas 
supply in order that a greater volume might be 
available for heating the houses of the company’s 
patrons. 


Oil men and others, of Tulsa, to the number of 
100, are to become members of the Drill and Derrick 
Club. The membership is now over. 30. The club 
is to give banquets and otherwise have a good time 
in a social way. 

Shamrock, the famous Oklahoma oil town, is all 
puffed up with pride and ambition because it now 
is connected with the outside world by means of the 
Sapulpa & Oil Field Railroad. The branch is known 
as “The Tipperary Route.” 

Last week, Mrs. A. E. Shields, of Weston, Mo., 
and Mrs. James Prather, of Grove, Okla., undertook 
to start fires in their kitchen stoves by using gaso- 
line. Both women were burned to death. Mrs. 
Prather was a bride of three months. 


Information from New York indicates that the 
consolidation of the Mexican Petroleum Company 
and other concerns in business in California and 
Mexico, is proceeding, but is not yet completed. 
Many details remain to be worked out. 

Evidently, the Gypsy Oil Company contemplates 
a continuance of active operations in the vicinity of 
Shamrock, Okla. It is reported that an order from 
the company for 60,000 feet of casing was wired to 
_ Pittsburgh, Pa., one day last week by the company. 

A. J. Loos, C. E. Carpenter and A. F. Bracher, of 
the Oil Trade Association of Philadelphia, have 
been delegated to confer with oil association offi- 
cials in different places and then proceed to Wash- 
ington to enter protest against the proposed tax on 
petroleum and gasoline. 

August Benson, an oil-lease employe whose home 
is in Bradford, Pa., was injured in a peculiar man- 
ner on the Barcroft lease, near that town, recently. 
While looking down the hot tube of a gas engine the 
tube exploded. The plug was blown out, striking 
the man between the eyes. 


Reports have been printed to the effect that Dal- 
las, Fort Worth and other cities of Texas, whose 
gas resources are on the decline, are to be supplied 
from the Healdton and Loco fields in Oklahoma. In 
these districts there are sealed wells having a daily 
capacity of 400,000,000 cubie feet. 


Many oil men in Oklahoma have been suffering 
this winter from the grip epidemic, and in some 
cases pneumonia has developed with fatal conse- 
quences. Last week, during the prevalence of a 
cold wave, field work was considerably handicapped 
and many drilling wells were shut down. 

During the 10 months ending Dec. 31, Baku’s oil 
output was considerably larger than that of a like 
period in the preceding year, 288,000,000 poods be- 
ing the figures given for the four big districts com- 
prising the field. In the corresponding 10 months of 
1914, 10,000,000 poods less were produced. 

Merger of the Shell interests in California is be- 
ing accomplished by the issuance of 6,000 shares of 
common stock to the Shell Company of California, 
Inc., 120,995 shares to the California Oil Fields, Ltd., 
and 113,992 shares to Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Com- 
pany, Ltd. The shares are of the par value of $100. 

Martin Moran, of The Texas Company, with Tulsa 
headquarters, when seen in the Healdton field last 
week, refused to say whether his company intended 





to lay a pipe line into that district or not. The|| 


rumor that such a pipe line is to be constructed is 
current thereabouts because of the activities of The 
Texas Company in the region. 


Lloyd Cole, an oil man, while walking through a| 


power plant on a lease near Nowata, Okla., some 
days ago, had a narrow escape from death when his 
overcoat caught under a belt on a wheel. 
whirled about and would have been killed had he 
not succeeded in wriggling out of the coat. He was 
severely bruised about the body. 


Near Enid, Okla., an oil man finds himself in a 
rather embarrassing position. He has drilled a well 
3,000 feet in depth and is anxious to go deeper. But 
he lacks funds. He has given a chattel mortgage on 
his drilling outfit and the tools have been seized by 
the mortgagee. The owner of the tools is trying to 


jraise funds, but meets with no encouragement. 


Judge Flannelly has granted to Independence and 
Coffeyville, Kan., restraining orders enjoining the 
receivers of the Kansas Natural Gas Company from 
putting into effect the increased rate of 23 cents a 
thousand feet, recently ordered by the State Utili- 
ties Commission. The claim is made that the order 
of the commission is “without warrant of authority 
in law,” arbitrary and discriminatory. 

Members of the Osage Indian Council have asked 
the House Indian Committee at Washington for a 
hearing in opposition to the recommendations of 
the Indian Bureau governing the payment of money 
to minors of the tribe. The department wants au- 
thority to withhold such payment, whereas the law 
requires that it be paid to the parent, and the 
Osages desire no change in the statute. 

Two penniless oil-field workers in Parsons, Kan., 
sought shelter, on Wednesday night of last week, in 
a box car of the M., K. & T. Railroad. It was a bit- 
terly cold night and on the morning following, the 
body of one of the men was found in the car, dead 
and rigid from the frost. The man’s companion was 
unconscious and it was said at the hospital, where 
he was taken, that his recovery was doubtful. 


State Auditor Howard has had a force of clerks 
at work of late in his office at Oklahoma City, check- 
ing over the returns made by Oklahoma oil and gas 
companies during the past three years in matters 
of taxation. The object is to obtain data in refer- 
ence to the enforcement of the gross-production tax 
law. If any of the companies has not paid its full 
share of taxes, collections are to be made in full. 


With a terrific roar, the Guffey company’s big 
gasser in the White Point field, Texas, blew off a 
6-000-pound cap and, with a flow of probably 50,000,- 
000 feet, began “running wild.” Attempts to replace 
the cap were immediately planned, but as the rock 
pressure was over 1,200 pounds to the square inch, 
but little progress was made up to the time when 
the latest report was received concerning the well. 

Gasoline has been selling in Chicago at 16% cents 
a gallon, and E. E. Grant, secretary of the Inde- 
pendent Oil Men’s Association, holds the Standard 
Oil Company of Indiana responsible for the low 
price. Gasoline, he says, would have a market price 
of 18 or 18% cents a gallon if the independents 
were in control of the local situation. Meanwhile, 
owners of automobiles are inclined to regard the 
Standard’s quotations with great favor. 

At Kansas City and Leavenworth, on Thursday of 
last week, during a severe cold wave, gas was at 
a low pressure and people were unable to keep 
warm in their homes. The same condition prevailed 
in other towns of the Mid-Continent field where 
natural gas is used for fuel, and the gas companies 
were much criticised for not having a larger gas 
supply to draw from to meet the emergency. The 
company officials tried to meet the emergency, but 
the consumption exceeded the supply. 

Judge Campbell, of the Federal Court at Musko- 
gee, Okla., has been asked to appoint a receiver for 
the property and make an accounting in the case of 
Mollie Harjo, a fullblood Indian, against George E. 
Black, of Tulsa, and others, the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company and the Nub Petroleum Company. The 
suit was brought by the United States Attorney in 
behalf of the Creek Indian woman. The woman’s 
allotment, which contains 30 oil and gas wells, is 
valued at nearly a million dollars. Defective lease 
title is alleged. 


E. J. Bullock, Chicago manager for the Standard 
Oil Company of Indiana, says: “Consumption of 
gasoline in Chicago is 55,000 to 75,000 barrels a 
month, and, strange to say, the usual decline follow- 
ing the summer months has not appeared. On the 
contrary, the consumption has been increasing right 
along. Many customers took out contracts before 
the recent advance and are ‘loaded to the guards,’ 
but in spite of that fact new business has continued 
to come in fully as well as before, or rather better. 
December business increased more than 25 per 
cent.” 


Cole was! 





RECENT DEATHS 





Gordon W. Estelle, aged 22 years, fell through the 
roof of an oil tank at Beaumont, Tex., and was 
| drowned. The body was recovered two hours later. 
Deceased was a gauger for the Magnolia Petroleum 
Company and is survived by his widow, parents and 
several sisters. 


Nathaniel S. Wilkins, a veteran of the Civil war, 
and for many years identified with the oil industry 
as a well worker, rig builder, blacksmith, etc., died 
at the Bradford (Pa.) hospital Jan. 14. He was born 
in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, in 1837. 
For many years he was employed by Lewis Emery, 
Jr., in Bradford. Surviving him are his wife and 
several sons and daughters. 


A. S. Cheney, formerly a newspaper writer, but of 
late employed by the Hill Oil & Gas Company in the 
Cushing field, died last week at Drumright, Okla. 
He was on the staff of the Oklahoma Times for a 
period and his writings were of an attractive style. 
He had been on various papers in different cities, 
but finally decided to become an oil-field worker. 
Many friends were shocked to learn of his death. 


Joseph Seth, aged 62, the greater part of whose 
life was devoted to the oil industry in Pennsylvania, 
Texas and elsewhere, died at his home in Coal Hill, 
Venango County, Pennsylvania, Jan. 13. He was 
employed as superintendent of the properties of the 
Lewis Oil Company at that place and was in a boiler 
house when attacked with fatal illness due to gall 
stones. His death ensued. His wife, seven daugh- 
ters and three sons survive. 

Walter Owen, a young oil-well worker who was 
shockingly burned in a lease bunk-house in Stone 
Bluff oil field, this State, died in a Tulsa hospital 
Jan. 14, as a result. He formerly resided at Bolivar, 
N. Y., where his parents live. Deceased was a 
young man of most excellent qualities and many 
friends mourn his untimely death. Stephen and 
Sidney Owen, his brothers, are well-known oil men 
of Tulsa. The deceased was born in England 26 
years ago. 

George W. Brown, formerly an oil man, lumber 
dealer, newspaper writer and musician, died at his 
home in Youngsville, Pa., Jan. 12. He was born at 
Centerville, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, in 1828, 
and passed his life in Western Pennsylvania, where 
he was widely known and highly esteemed. For 60 
years he was a member of the Odd Fellows’ order. 
A book written by him, entitled, “Old Times in Oil- 
dom,” passed through several editions. For one 
term he served ag coroner of Warren County, Penn- 
sylvania. He is survived by his wife. 

Albert Morton, aged 48, an employe at the Prairie 
Pipe Line Company’s pumping station at Bartles- 
ville, Okla., literally dropped dead in the station 
Jan. 14. Deceased had been pleasantly conversing 
with other men in the place and was apparently in 
good health. He was joking and laughing when he 
suddenly collapsed, falling to the floor and imme: 
diately expiring, heart disease having been the 
cause. Only a fortnight previoug to Albert Morton's 
death, his brother, A. J. Morton, also suddenly died 
at his home in Bartlesville. He was reading when 
heart disease quickly terminated his life. Albert 
Morton is survived by his wife and three children. 

Ira Elmer Ackerly, aged 65, secretary and ireas- 
urer of the Octo Oil Company and prominent in the 
oil industry in Pennsylvania and Middle West fields, 
died at his home in Pittsburgh, Pa., Jan. 12, a victim 
of pneumonia. Deceased was active in the Bradford 
field and later in West Virginia, Ohio and Indiana. 
In the early ’90s he had some experience in silver 
mining in the West, but later turned again io oil, 
with headquarters at Pittsburgh. He was very suc 
cessful and, being of a benevolent disposition, he 
gave liberally to charities. Mr. Ackerly was a help- 
ful and most estimable man. He was a Mason. His 
wife, one son, two brothers and a sister suivive. 
He was buried at Kennedy, N. Y., his birth place. 

O. E. Riter, a prominent oil producer of Tulsa, 
died at his home in this city, Jan. 13, of pneumonia. 
Thus, within a fortnight, death twice visited the 
Riter home, the first to die being Mr. Riter’s little 
son, Ellsworth. The child’s ailment also was pneu: 
monia, and on the day of the little one’s burial the 
father became ill from that disease. The attack 
soon developed into so serious a case that medical 
skill was unable to cope with it. Mr. Riter was born 
in Carey, O., in 1870. For many years he follow 
the oil business in his native State, Texas and Okla 
homa. For a time he was with The Sun Company, 
Subsequently he became a successful producer 12 
the Oklahoma field. His doubly bereaved widow 
has the sincere sympathy of many friends in the 
great sorrow that has.come to her. 
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The Oil Pump Pioneer— 
National Transit Pump & Machine Co. 


Over 20,000 installations tell the story. 
You’ll find our pumping machinery in every oil field. 


It is because we have specialized for so many years that we are at 
home with your conditions and requirements. 


It is a safe proposition to consult an expert—besides it’s economy. 








6x24 HORIZONTAL TRIPLEX POWER PUMP 


“NATIONAL TRANSIT” Pumps are built for service—for 


handling oil of any gravity at any pressure. 


A Diesel Oil Engine hitched to a Power Pump is the ideal unit- 
we build both the Engine and the Pump. 


Write for the Bulletins. 


National Transit Pump & Machine Co. 


Department of Machinery 


OIL CITY, PA. 
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OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS 


By R. H. WHITNEY. 





WORK DELAYED BY FROST. 





Cold weather retarded operations in the 
Oklahoma and Kansas fields during the 
week. The water lines were frozen and 
caused considerable delay in drilling oper- 
ations, consequently a number of im- 
portant tests that were due failed to 
reach the pay sand. Blackwell, in north- 
ern Kay County, led in interest and it 
looks as if other wells would be completed 
in that development in a short time. Au- 
gusta and El Dorado, in Butler County, 
Kansas, continue to be the most im- 
portant of all pools and later develop- 
ments are being watched with interest. 
These pools have been prominent during 
the past two months and considerable 
leasing is being done miles in advance of 
where the oil has been found, and this 
portion of Kansas is to receive an active 
testing during the next few months. 

As previously stated in The Journal, the 
Prairie Pipe Line Co. is preparing to lay 
a line from Neodesha to the Augusta and 
El Dorado pool, which will mean approxi- 
mately 89 miles to Augusta, and then 18 
miles to the wells at El Dorado. This will 
give an outlet for the oil in that pool, 
which heretofore has been shipped by rail. 
It is also rumored that the National Re- 
fining Co. may lay a ‘small line from its 
Coffeyville plant to the El Dorado pool, 
but no official statement has been made. 
The two developments are making better 
than 5,000 bbls. daily and the laying of 
the lines will be an incentive for more 
work. 

Due to the strike in Okfuskee County, 
in Township 12, Range 11, considerable in- 
terest is manifested. The well is reported 
at 200 bbls. Much work will start as soon 
as the weather moderates. 

Well Showing Good at Blackwell. 

B. B. Jones’ No. 2 Swenson, Section 
32-29-1, east, in Blackwell pool, northern 
Kay County, is eight feet in the sand at 
3,372 feet and is flowing at the rate of 350 
bbls. daily and it is thought that it will 
improve with deeper drilling. This is the 
first well finshed in this deep pool in six 
months and it will revive interest to some 
extent. This well made fairly good time 
considering the heavy gas pressures that 
were struck. The Jones well is north of 
the Alberti, in the same section, which 
started all the excitement, and it looks 
equally as good, the Alberti starting off at 
750 bbls, daily. It is now making 325 bbls. 
It is on the Swenson farm that the first 
well in the pool was struck. 

The coming in of the No. 2 Swenson is 
pleasing to B. B. Jones, who dropped sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars in hopes of 
finding a trend from No. 1. The initial 
producer was completed over two years 
ago and started off at a 175-bbl. gait, 
later settling to 50 bblis., where it has 
been producing for some time. All direc- 
tions save to the south were tested. A 
geologist failed to pass on the southern 
direction with favor and Mr. Jones de- 
cided not to test in that locality, which 
proved to be the right one. If No. 2 had 
been two drilled two years ago, Blackwell 
would probably have been forgotten by oil 
prospectors. 


Probably ‘the next well due is No. 1 of 
Heberling et al. in Section 29-29-1, east. 
This is north of the Swenson farm, and 
many are of the opinion that it is in line 
for a duster. The location is not so favor- 
able, when looking at the dry holes drilled 
by B. B. Jones, but it may prove other- 
wise. No. 2 Alberti of the Gypsy Oil Co., 
in Section 32, which has been due for over 
two months, is still fishing and, as stated 
before, the rig will probably have to be 
skidded. No. 1 South Beaver, of the Spen- 
cer Oil Co., same section, has been fish- 
ing for over sixty days, but the drillers 
now think that they have the hole in 
proper shape to drill in the test. 

‘With the hard drilling that has been 
encountered and the trouble in shutting 
off the gas strata, other operators have 
not made any new locations, although a 
few are preparing to do some work since 
the Swenson well has been finished. Ro- 
tary outfits are being tried, as well as the 
circulator system, and it is hoped that 
better progress will be made. Unless the 
three wells mentioned elsewhere are com- 
pleted, it will be at least ten days, and 
maybe longer, before any of the other 
tests will reach the sand. 

B. B. Jones has made a location in the 
southwest of Section 32-29-1, east, offset- 
ting the Alberti well of the Gypsy, and is 
to start another test in the northwest of 
Section 5-28-1, east, on the C. E. Dilworth 
farm. The Carter Oil Co. is to drill in 
Section 32-28-1, east. This takes in all 
the new locations that have been made 
during the past week. The Gypsy Oil Co. 
is trying out a rotary outfit in Section 
4-28-1, east, while in Section 6-28-1, east, 
the Devonian Oil Co. is using the circu- 
lator system. 

The active trading of leases that was so 
noticeable in this pool a short time back 
has stopped to a great extent, although if 
other good wells are finished it will in- 
crease again. The various troubles and 
the failure to get contractors has kept a 
number of the companies from investing. 
Some exorbitant prices were paid in Kay 
County, some of the acreage being miles 
in advance of the wells in Section 32,29-1, 
east. 

Fox Pool Operations. 


Work continues active in the Fox pool, 
in Creek County, and some fair Layton- 
sand wells are being developed. All at- 
tempts to find a pay in the Bartlesville 
sand have failed, the stratum being de- 
votd of oil. The pool continues to produce 
in the neighborhood of 4,500 bbls. daily, of 
which the Gypsy Oil Co. holds the greater 
amount. Work has been slow in this de- 
velopment, and, although the sand is 
found at 1,600 feet, the heavy gas pres- 
sure causing considerable loss of time. 

On the Barnett farm, Section 4-16-7, the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 6 is a 10-bbl. 
pumper in the Layton sand. No. 7 made 
but 30 bbls. These are small wells for 
this sand. The Prairie is doing active 
work and now and then is getting a good- 
sized producer. Fred Chapman, in Sec- 
tion 16-16-7, has a 300-bbl. well on fee. 
Cc. B. Shaffer’s Nos. 7 and 10 Spaniard 





farm, Section 34-16-7, are good for 300 
and 125 bblis., respectively. 








Over forty strings have been running in! 


this pool, but the cold weather caught the 
producers unprepared and an almost com- 
plete shut-down occurred during the past 
week. At this writing, operations are re- 
suming to some extent and some of the 
tests that are drilling in advance should 
be completed in a few days. The pool is 
proving to cover but a small area and 
there seems to be no great chance of it 
covering much more territory. The Gypsy 
Oil Co., C. B. Shaffer, the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Co. and the Mc-Man Oil Co. are doing 
the bulk of the work, with a few other 
cencerns and individuals keeping a few 
strings running. 

North of this development, in Township 
17, Range 7, where the Hill Oil & Gas Co. 
scored some good wells in the Bartlesville 
sand, there is considerable new work un- 
der way and many locations are being 
made. Water troubles have been frequent 
in this direction and much care is being 
taken in drilling the wells. 


Several Deals Completed. 

An important deal has been closed in 
the Pumpkin Center pool in Section 8-18- 
11, southwest of Sapulpa, whereby the 
Milliken Refining Co. takes over 1,000 
acres ang 750 bbls. daily production from 
the Toxaway Oil Co. The price was not 
made public, but it is said to be in the 
neighborhood of $800 a barrel. 

After some trouble, the Merritt Oil & 
Gas Co. has disposed of its holdings in 
Township 14, Range 16, in the Boynton 
pool, western Muskogee County, to the 
Carter Oil Co. for a reported consideration 
of $400,000. There was 500 bbls. a day 
production, most of which was flush. 
A. E. Humphries, who organized the Mer- 
ritt company, expects to start a new com- 
pany at once, known as the Humphries 
Petroleum Co., and will test out other 
holdings . Merritt and associates were the 
largest leaseholders in the Boynton pool. 


Augusta and EI Dorado. 

Interest in Butler County, Kansas, is 
centered in the completion of the National 
Refining Co. et al. test in Section 8-28-4, 
one-quarter of a mile north of the Varner 
gusher, which got the sand 110 feet deep- 
er than the Varner well. In the National 
well, which is on the Denton farm, the 
sand was penetrated at 2,517 feet, where 
the hole filled up 200 feet with fluid. The 
hole was being cased with 5 3-16-inch at 
the first of the week and should drill in 
within the next few days. Gloom pre- 
vailed when it was reported that this test 
had missed the Varner sand, and to those 
who had to pay out the large prices, it 
looked as if Kansas was once more show- 
ing its freakish disposition. The deeper 
drilling continues when the depth of the 
Varner well—2,410 feet—was passed, with 
the above result. Some are of the opinion 
that this well may give the pool a black- 
eye, the sand dipping that much in but a 
quarter of a mile, but there is little doubt 
that it is an entirely new sand, which 
would prove even more interesting. The 
gas sands in the Denton well checked up 
with those found in the Varner well and 
it is most likely a different sand, which 
will mean deeper drilling if but small 
wells are found in the regular 2,400-foot 
sand. 

Work at El Dorado, north of Augusta, 
has been delayed by the lack of water, 
and the recent cold snap came so unex- 
pectedly that hardly a wheel has turned 
during the week. Locations continue to 
be made and work is being started as fast 








as the material arrives. Within the next 
ten days over thirty-five strings will be 
running in this neighborhood. To the 
north of town for some distance the leaser 
has been busy and sume wildcat tests are 
now under way. Maricn County has been 
one of the favorable localities and a test 
is reported to be started in Section 9-26-3, 
where McNeal et al. are reported to have 
a rig. 

An important well is reported six miles 
north of the Augusta pool which seems to 
open considerable new territory. This 
test is the property of the Manufacturers 
Oil & Gas Co. and located on the Jake 
Snits farm, Section 10-27-4. At seven feet 
in the 1,225-foot sand the well showed 
750,000 feet of gas. It is being drilled 
deeper, 

Greenwood County has also been gone 
over carefully by leasers. It adjoins But- 
ler to the east and one gas well has al- 
ready been finished. The Wichita Natural 
Gas Co. is now drilling its second test 
near Beaumont. North of this, 18,000 
acres have been blocked by Tulsa leasers 
and work will start in that locality in the 
near future. All counties adjoining But- 
ler are coming in for their share of 
leasing. 

Cushing Holding Its Own. 


Despite the small wells that have been 
finished, Cushing production has not de- 
clined as much as one would think, al- 
though the completion of Layton-sand 
wells has helped hold the production of 
that wonderful pool. At the present time 
80,000 bbls. will cover the output of the 
Bartlesville sand, which produced 288,000 
bbls. during April of the past year. Add- 
ed to this there are approximately 10,000 
bbls. from the other formations—the Lay- 
ton, Wheeler and Tucker—which gives 
Cushing a production of 90,000 bbls. a day 
exclusive of the Fox pool, four and one- 
half miles south. 


In the extreme southern portion of the 
pool, the most attractive wells are being 
struck, and since the Hill Oil & Gas Co. 
got two wood wells, that has been the 
most active spot for new work. In the 
northern pool, there are still better than 
eighty strings running. There are a few 
fair wells being finished in the Bartles- 
ville sand, but the great amount of work 
is in the Layton sand, where 200-bbl. 
wells soon pay out. 

High premiums continue to be paid and 
some of the companies are receiving 40 
cents above the posted market price for 
daily runs. Little oil in steel tanks can be 
bought, The Pierce Oil Corporation pur- 
chased five 55,000-bbl. tanks from the 
Okla Oil Co. during the past week, the 
consideration reported to be $1.85 per bar- 
rel. This is the highest price that has 
been reported in the development. ApP- 
proximately 15,000,000 bbls. is held by con- 
cerns outside of the large companies and 
pipe lines. The total is 47,000,000 bbls. 

But fair wells were recorded in the pool 
during the week. The best, and one out 
of the ordinary the past few weeks, is 
B. B. Jones’ No. 5 Bessie Carlisle farm, 
Section 2-17-7, which was rated as a 700- 
bbl. starter. This is in the old pool and 
on one of the pioneer leases of Cushing. 
The Hill Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 18 Joseph 
Cole farm, Section 15-17-7, is a 30-bbl. 
pumper, and No. 6 of the same company 
on the Jobe Cole farm, Section 15, is 4 
250-bbl. well. On the Gooden farm, Sec- 
tion 16-17-7, the Producers Oil Co.’s No 
26 is a 100-bbl. starter. In the Layton 
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sand at 1,530 feet the Kathleen Oil Co. 
has-a 50-bbl. pumper in Ne. 4 Keys; See- 
tion 28-17-7. No. 12 Richards farm of the 
same company, in Séction 4-17-7, is good 
for 200 bbls. t 

Lines Frozen at Stone Bluff. 


Stone Bluff, the new pool in southwes- 
tern Wagoner County,, proved uninter- 
esting during the week. The freezing of 
the lines caused a cessation in drilling, 
and although several tests were due, they 
were not completed. On the first of the 
week work was about normal, and some 
of the outside tests were due. The well 
of Ufer et al., completed the previous 
week, is reported to be making 25 bbls. 
hourly. It is in Section 5-16-15. There 
have been reports of water in this test. 
The pool has proven one of-the best 
opened in the State in some time, and 
while small in area, it will make a large 
sum of money for those who are on the 
inside. In Section 8-16-15, tne important 
test of Sam Redd is due, drilling at 1,240 
. feet at this writing. This is south of 
where the good wells have been found and 
will have much to do with further work 
in that direction. 


Okfuskee Important Test. 


Active trading in leases has been a fea- 
ture in Township 12, Range 11, during the 
past week. This is due to the strike of 
McDowell, Pine et al. in Section 12, which 
is rated as a 200-bbl. well in the 2,400- 
foot sand. It is reported that $12,000 
was paid for an 80-acre lease offsetting 
the new well. 

The well is in the southeast portion of 
the township and in virgin territory. Seyv- 
eral dry holes have been finished within 
a few miles of the new well, but there 
is enough space to open a good-sized pool. 
The southern country has been actively 
tested, and while numerous dry holes 
have been found, there is plenty of room 
for good pools to be uncovered. 

McIntosh County is another district in 
the south end that is getting much wild- 
cat work. Several fine struetures have 
been developed, but outside of the small 
pool in Section 6-11-14, there has been 
nothing of any great importance. Show- 
ings of oil have been found now and then 
to keep the wildcatter busy. It is one 
of the best gas-producing areas in the 
State, but there is not a market for all 
that is produced. 

Varied Developments. 

E. N. Gillespie has shut in his import- 
ant test near Mannford, in Section 22-19-9 
as a 6,600,000-foot gasser. The sand was 
found from 2,191 feet to 2,247 feet and 
there was 2 showing for a 10-bbl. pumper, 
with water in the bottom of the sand. 
This is an interesting test, as it was 
drilled among a number of dry holes. 

In the Ada pool, W. D. Skelly has a well 
that is reported good for 150 bbls. The 
test was recently purchased by Mr. Skelly 
from the Franada Oil & Gas Co. 

South of Mounds, the Carter Oil Co.’s 
well in Section 28-16-12 is reported to be 
a 100 bbls. daily, and it will be 
sshot. It started at 240 bbls. daily, but 
did not hold to that production. This is 
in wildcat territory, and new work is now 
under way. It is producing from approx- 
imately 2,150 feet. 

At Natura, in Section 22-15-13, the De- 
vonian Oil Co, has a duster on the George 
Bell farm, at 1,907 feet. The regular 
sand was struck, but it was barren. There 
has been some good work in this locality, 
but, with few exceptions, the results have 
not been encouraging. 

In the Boock-sand pool in Section 28- 
14-14, the Midnight Oil Co. has finished 
No. 4 Sutton farm, good for 150 bbls. 
daily. In Section 24, Gallagher et al. 
have a 40-bbl. well after shot in an ini- 
tial test. 

A good well has been developed by J. 
L. Peacock in No. 1 Frayson 40 acres, 
Section 25-13-14, offsetting the Galbraith 


b 





well on the hill, and it is reported good 
for 350 bbls. daily. This section has been 
developing some good wells of late and 
new work is under way to test out the 
territory. 

Near Mannford, Charles Page has a 
test that has gone the way of the rest— 
a duster. It is,in Section 34-20-9, and has 
been plugged at 2,349 feet, although an 
attempt will be made to save some gas 
at 1,800 feet. This locality has developed 
numerous dry holes, but work continues 
in hopes of finding a paying oil well. 

Coal County has a gasser and a duster 


to offer for the week. In Section 30-3-10, 
the Lucillene Oil Co. struck a 2,000,000- 
foot gasser at 450 feet, and may save 
the gas and drill another test. In Sec- 
tion 33-3-11, the Bison Oil Co. got a 
duster at 2,601 feet and will abandon. 

Another important duster is the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 1 Poudre, Section 
30-20-7, which has been plugged at 3,145 
feet. 

Near Jenks good wells continue to be 
developed, and there is quite a bit of new 
work under: way. In Section 35-18-12, the 
Straughan-Henryetta Oil Co.’s No. 5 
Watson is a 40-bbl. pumper. No. 6 of the 


Oakland Oil Co,, Section 18-18-13, on the 
Riverbed lease, is also rated as a 40-bbl. 
well. Fuller & Leeper did not get as good 
a well as expected in No. 6 Chambers, 
Section 14-18-12, being reported a 20-bbl. 
pumper. 

In the Pumpkin Center pool, in Town- 
ship 18, Range 11, the Toxaway Oil Co. 
has finished No. 6 Morrison farm, Sec- 
tion 8, good for 40 bbls. on the beam. The 
same company’s No. 5 Bruner, Section 
9-18-11, is a 15-bbl. pumper. Whitehall 
et al. are credited with a 60-bbl. well in 
No. 3, H. Morrison farm, Section 8-17-11. 


McIntosh County has another test that 
has missed the sand, and adds one more 
duster to the growing list. It is that 
of Kelsey et al. in Section 4-12-17, and is 
idle at 2,100 feet. There was nothing to 
warrant deeper drilling, but the Mc-Man 
test in Section 12-12-17 will be drilled t> 
3,000 feet if necessary. 

Three ane one-half miles northeast of 
Cushing, the Oklahoma Natural Gas Co. 
at 1,700 feet, in Section 25-18-5, struck 
a 20,000,000-foot gas volume. There have 
been several gassers drilled in this town- 
ship, but they have all developed from 
the 2,900-foot sand. 














OSAGE LEASE PROBLEM COMPLICATED. 


Latest Offers of T. N. Barnsdall and Charles Page Have Caused 
More Confusion in Washington— George Alberty Member of 
Council Asks for an Investigation of Entire 
Osage Oil Situation. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. -19.—George 
Alberty, member of the Osage Council, 
before the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs today charged that the council had 
been intimidated in signing the resolution 
of June 17, 1915, under which the India, 
Office has sought to dispose of oil and gas 
leases on the Osage Reservation. He dis- 
avowed that resolution as a fair expres- 
sion of the views of the council and said 
it did not provide for disposing of these 
rights to the highest bidders. 

Commissioner Sells replied that as he 
understood it, Alberty’s statement was 
not correct in many respects and he will 
make further reply at any early day. The 
Senate committee probably will meet next 
Saturday in executive session te consider 
these charges and the Commissioner’s 
reply. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 18.—Repre- 
sentative Davenport has introduced in the 
House a resolution extending oil and gas 
leases on the Osage Reservation as to oil 
deposits for five years from March 16 
next, or as long as oil is found in paying 
quantities, providing that wells averaging 
over 25 bbls. a day shall be leased to pres- 
ent holders, only after their bonus value 
has been ascertained by public auction, 
which bonus is to be paid by the lessee. 





WASHINGTON, Jan. 17.—The entire 
oil-leasing problem of the Osage Indian 
Reservation was thrown into confusion 
today when T. N. Barnsdall, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., told the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs that he would give one- 
fifth of all the oil produced on his leases 
during their term of 15 years, provided 
he is given all of his old leases without 
being required to bid for any part of 
them. This announcement was made by 
Senator Oliver, who spoke in behalf of 
Mr. Barnsdall. He said it would amount 
to $2,000,000 extra royalty in fifteen years. 

It is also known that Charles Page, of 
Tulsa, has offered to pay the Indians 3 
cents a thousand at the wells for all of 
the gas on 250,000 acres of the Foster 
lease, provided that acreage is awarded 


him. This amounts to several times the 
royalty of one-sixth, which is the largest 


royalty formerly expected for these 
| leases. 
| Instead of merely’ considering the 


Barnsdall lease, as provided by the Oli- 
ver resolution, the committee may inves- 
tigate the entire oil situation in the 
Osage Reservation. 

George Alberty, a member of the Osage 
Council, today asked that such an inves- 
tigation be made and the committee will 
meet next Wednesday to hear Alberty, 
;and to consider that proposition. 





Those familiar with conditions in the 
Osage Reservation were aware, when the 
Council was summoned to Washington 
two weeks ago, that they would make all 
of the plans of the Interior Department 
go awry. The breach between the de- 
partment and the Indians has been widen- 
ing for more than a year. 

It all hinges on the desire of the Osages 
to get all of the money they can during 
their lifetime and leave posterity to look 
out for itself. Superintendent J. George 
Wright, of the Osage agency at Paw- 
huska, has been charged in open meet- 
ing by George Alberty, a member of the 
Osage Council, with being friendly to 
certain big interests which desire a mo- 
nopoly of the gas lands in the Osage and 
with being unfriendly to T. N. Barns- 
dall, for whom the Osages have an an- 
cient friendship, as he was one of the 
first oil men to drill a well on the reser- 
vation. 

While it is true that on June 17, of last 
year, the Indian Council signed a resolu- 
tion prepared by the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, agreeing to let the matter 
of gas leases rest with the Secretary of 
the Interior, and fixing the maximum 
limit of oil lease acreage at 4,800 acres, 
it is now alleged by the Indians that the 
signatures were secured under duress. It 
is also charged by the Osages that they 
were not permitted to consult with coun- 
sel, who had been employed by them for 
years, and who were residents of Wasn- 
ington. Under these conditions, they 
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signed the resolution, which they prompt- 
ly and emphatically repudiated on their 
arrival home. 


Among other things which the Indians 
charge against the Interior Department 
is the promulgation of a regulation for- 
bidding any prospective lessee or any 
present lessee from negotiating directly 
with the Indians, requiring the appli- 
cants to first submit their propositions 
to the interior department, and if they 
are acceptable the Indians will be given 
a chance to discuss them, but if the prop- 
ositions are not acceptable to the officials 
of the Interior Department, they are sum- 
marily rejected and the Indians in most 
cases are not even aware that they have 
ever been submitted. This, the Osages 
contend, is in direct violation of all the 
treaties between the tribe and the Goy- 
ernment, in which it is specifically stated 
that the authority and power of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior in all matters af- 
fecting the tribe is purely negative, that 
the initiative must come from the Tribal 
Council, that all negotiations must first 
be had with the Indians, who are the 
owners of the land. 

Disposal of Osage Money. 

One of the things which is sure to be 
of prime importance should the Congres- 
sional investigation asked by the Osages 
be ordered, is the disposition of the $6,- 
200,000 of Osage money which is now in 
the treasury of the United States to 
their credit, and which every Secretary of 
the Interior for the past 25 years has re- 
fused to disburse pro rata, according to 
the agreement between the Indians and 
the Government when the money was 
first deposited in the treasury in 1873. 
This money is the proceeds arising from 
the sale of the Osage lands in Kansas, 
and is the difference between the pur- 
chase price of the present reservation and 
the entire amount received from the Law- 
rence, Leavenworth & Galveston Rail- 
road Co. for the Kansas Reservation. 
Every Congress has been memorialized by 
the Indians to distribute this money, but 
the Interior Department has always had 
influence enough to defeat the petitions. 

Another consideration of the first class 
is the leasing of the entire reservation, 
instead of just a quarter of it on the 
eastern side. The Osages have always 
wanted a blanket lease on the entire res- 
ervation of 1,400,000 acres, with a drill- 
ing clause included, which would insure 
the testing of the lands on the western 
side, and not confine operations strictly 
to the eastern portion. If the present 
plans of the department are successful, 
it will mean the leasing next month of 
less than 450,000 acres. The Osages be- 
lieve that at least three-fourths of the 
reservation is good prospective oil and 
gas territory, and they want the entire 
acreage thrown on the market, and leases 
given to the highest and best bidder at 
public auction, to be held in Pawhuska. 

Finally, the Indians are profoundly im- 
pressed with the evils which spring from 
long-distance government, and with the 
interference on the part of officials who 
have never been on the reservation, and 
who know absolutely nothing of Osage 
character. There is not an Indian con- 
nected with the Indian bureau at Wash- 
ington in an executive capacity. Neither 
the Secretary of the Interior nor the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs has ever 
been on the Osage Reservation, and all 
that they know of what has happened at 
Pawhuska, or what is happening there, 
is from the reports of their investigators, 
and it may be remarked that none of the 
investigators are Indians. 

From whatever angle you take it, the 
stake is a big one, as the Indians insist 
that the new leases, when made, shal! run 
as long as oil and gas are found in pay- 
ing quantities, or at least until 1931, when 
the communal agreement expires by limi- 
tation. 
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Power 
Kquipment 


On this market for oil you can- 
not afford to buy anything but the 
best.gas engine and power obtainable 
regardless of price. Figure for your- 
self what it costs you if your power 
plant is shut down even for one day. 
That day’s oil is lost and might rep- 
resent the difference between just a 
gas engine and power and a Superior 
gas engine and a National power. 


There may be other good gas 
engines and powers. No doubt of 
it. But we know you are taking no 
chance on the National equipment. 


In some fields in Oklahoma the 
proportion of Superior gas engines 
is comparable to the Fords on the 
highway. 


Write for special booklets. 
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MANUFACTURED BY 


The National Supply Company ot Kansas 





BRANCHES 





TULSA 


; IN KANSAS: OKMULGEE 
SEDAN PERU CLEVELAND 
CHANUTE AUGUSTA BARTLESVILLE 


INDEPENDENCE CHAUTAUQUA 


IN OKLAHOMA: 
DEWEY NOWATA 
CUSHING 
DELAWARE 
BLACKWELL 


MORRIS 

CHELSEA 

NEW WILSON 
DRUMRIGHT 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 


IN LOUISIANA: 
LEWIS CRICHTON 
SHREVEPORT 


IN TEXAS: 
HOUSTON THRALL 
BEAUMONT HUMBLE 
SOUR LAKE ELECTRA 

WICHITA FALLS 


IN WYOMING: 
CASPER BASIN 


Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 





























AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


Over 14,000 have been built, they are 
the acknowledged leader in all the oil 
fields of the world. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exclusive Saies Agents 


CORRY, PA. 
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PAST WEEK WAS QUIET. which has a present production of 130 
bblis., is drilling its third well on the 
Haines lease, and the Lake Bisteneau Oil 
Co., which has a production of 340 bbls., 
has derrick up for No, 4 Haines. _The 
Petroleum Co. Inc., which has a produc- 
tion of 150 bbls., is drilling No. 5 Butler- 
Marston, at 1,500 feet, and the Montgom- 
ery Oil & Gas Co. has set 6-inch ceasing 
in No. 1 Haines. The Producers Oil Co. 
made a test in No. 1 Walrip, Section 30- 
14-9, at 3,100 feet, but got no showing, 
and the well is closed down. The East 
Point Oil & Gas Co., which got a gas 





SHREVEPORT, La., Jan. 17.—Advances 
in the price of oil have not proved the 
spur to the development that was expect- 
ed and except for a mild activity in leas- 
ing in the Cross Lake district and the vi- 
cinity of Logansport, La., general quiet 
prevails throughout the entire field. Pro- 
duction figures show a decrease during 
the past week, the combined fields pro- 
ducing 39,115 bbls. daily. In the Caddo 
field, the daily average production was 
15,175 bbls., of which 13,045 bbls. was light 
oil and 2,130 bbls. heavy oil. In Red | well in No. 1 Lawson, Section 30-14-10, 
River and De Soto, the daily average pro-|four miles north of Crichton, is making a 
duction was 23,940 bbls., all of which was/deep test for oil and is down 1,800 feet. 
light oil. Five producing wells completed |In the Abington field, there are seven rigs 
in Red River had an initial daily produc-|running, five on the Marston lease by | 
tion of 1,470 bbls., none of the comple- the Gulf Refining Co., and two on the 
tions of the week having an initial pro-|Ardis, by the Producers Oil Co. 
duction of more than 1,000 bbls. The first Coushatta and Campti. 
compietion made on the Cross Lake lease,| There has been considerable activity , 
over which there was so much litigation,|in the Black Lake district recently, es- | 
on the grounds that drilling on the lease| pecially in leasing, but developments are. 
would ruin the tract as a city water ba-|not far enough advanced to enable even 
sin, was made by J. W. Atkins, who got a/, guess as to future posibilities. The 
5,000,000-foot gasser in No. 1 Cross Lake,! piack Lake Oil & Gas Co, got gas enough 
Section 6-17-14. Most of the land on both|iy its first well to furnish fuel for drill- 
sides of Cross Lake, for ten miles west|ing operations, and is down 1,000 feet in 
of Shreveport, has been leased and there | its second well, which is being drilled 
is much activity in this district. lon the Giddens land in Section 28-11-6. | 

The best well completed during the | The Campti Oil & Gas Co. is down 950 | 
week was No. 2 Robinson, of the Acme j¢eet in No, 2 Buswell, Section 27-11-8, | 
Oil Co., in Section 30-13-10, in the new iw. D. Chew is drilling for gas_in No. 1 
district south of Gusher Bend, ushered in|fee section 21-11-6, and the Common- 
by the Lenzberg-Crichton Oil Co.’s 4,000- | 
bbl. well. In the same section, the Pro-| 











Section 6-17-14, in the Cross Lake dis- 
trict. ; 

A test made by the Arkansas Natural 
Gas Co., near Dixie, ten miles east of 
Mooringsport, in Section 23-20-15, result- 
éd in a dry hole, and the test drilled by 
R. W. Norris in No. 1 Hunter, Section 
15-19-14, ten miles north of Shreveport, 
bailed dry at 2,300 feet, with no showing 
and will probably be abandoned. In the 
Cross Lake district, the Prosper Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 1 Hoss, Section 36-18-15, at 
2,400 feet, and in the Black Bayou dis- 
trict, M. L, Benedum is drilling No. 1 
Alexander, Section 9-20-15, at 2,200 feet. 

Continued efforts are being made to lo- 
cate oil in the vicinity of Shreveport, and 
despite repeated disappointments, an in- 
creasing number of tests are being made 
in all directions. The Atlas Oil Co. has 
set 6-inch casing in No. 1 Ford, Section 
3-18-14, on Douglas Island, and the re- 
sult of this test will be watched with 
great interest. The Missouri-Kansas Oil 
Co. has set 4%-inch casing in an old well 
on the Anderson lease, near the fair 
grounds, and is drilling deeper, and the 
Gulf Refining Co. has three wells drilling 
south of Shreveport, on the Querbes, 
Lloyd and Woerner leases. The Arkansas 
Natural Gas Co. is drilling at 900 feet in 
No. 1 McMillan, in the same vicinity as 
the Gulf’s tests. 

Lewis and Vivian. 

In the Lewis district the De Soto Oil 
& Development Co. has completed No. 6 
Harrell in Section 35-21-16, and is ar- 


ranging to put it on the pump; the Pro-| ox) 


dugers Oil Co. has set 4%-inch casing in 
No. 6 Brooks, Section 26-21-16, and the 
States Oil & Gas Co. has completed a 
good gas well_and a 100-bbl. oil well on 
the Rogers lease since it took it over from 





ducers Oil Co. completed Brinkerhoft | 
B-20, making 300 bls., and in Section 25- 
13-11, the Gulf Refining Co. completed No. 
13 Robinson, making 100 bbls. The Stan- 
dard Oil Co. completed No. 2 Globe, in} 
the east end of the field, in Section 16-13- 
10, making a 45-bbl. pumper, and in the 





old Abington field, on the west side of 
the river, the Gulf Refining Co. com- 
pleted No. 18 Marston, making 125 bbls. 
The Merchants & Planters Oil Co. com- 
yleted a test two miles northwest of; 
Crichton, on fee land in Section 1-13-11, 
but got no showing after drilling to 
2,750 feet, and the well has been aban- 
doned. Boyd & Muckleroy, who took! 


over the old well of the Mansfield Gas Co. 
on the Nabors lease in Section 28-13-11, 
in the west end of the parish, three miles 
northeast of the De Soto field, bailed dry 





ie 





at 2,500 feet and, getting no showing, have 
abandoned the hole. 

The Standard Oil Co. has gone back into 
the old part of the Crichton pool, and is 
rigging up to drill No. 26 Palmer, in Sec- 
tion 1813-10. Its only other well now 
drilling is No. 3 Globe, in the east end 
of the field, in Section 16-13-10. Friend 
No. 2, in Section 15, is arranging to pump | 
and the Fletcher well, south of present 
production, is closed down at 2,800 feet. 
The Gulf Refining Co. has one well drill- 
ing in the old Crichton district, Natalie De Soto and Caddo. 

A-16, Section 18-13-10, which has set liner} Considerable interest has been aroused 
and is bailing. Seven wells on the Robin-|by the discovery of oil by the Citizens Oil 
son lease have gone past the 6-inch cas-|& Gas Co. in No. 1 Bland, Section 11-11- 
ing, and there are three more drilling, and |16, a mile and a half southeast of Logans- 
derrick up for No. 25. In the east end/port. The well made several heads of 
of the field, No. 4 Christopher is drilling | oil, estimated at 60 bbls. each, and an at- 
at 2,600 feet in Section 16-13-10, and der-|tempt is being made to pump it with a 
rick is up for No. 5. Christopher A-1, in|steam head pump. Some trouble is be- 
Section 10-13-10, has set 4-inch casing.|ing given by sand, but it is believed the 
Six-inch casing has been set in No. 1)|well will make a small pumper, and the) 
State, Section 19-13-10, and south of the! possibility of opening up a new field has! 
field, an important test is being made on resulted in the leasing of considerable 
the Carroll lease in Section 29-13-10,|land in this vicinity. The Standard Oil 
across the river from’ the Lenzberg- |Co. is setting 4%-inch casing in its third 
Crichton wells, in which they are drilling ,test on the Chicago Land &. Coal Co. 
in and expect results within a day or|lease, in Section 3-13-12, two miles north 
two. The test on the Krumboltz lease in!of the Naborton field, and R. P. Brooks 
Section 32-14-10, was bailed dry at 2,600|has derrick- up for No. 1 Parsons in Sec- 
feet, with no favorable indications, and|tion 15-12-12, two miles southwest of the 
will probably add one more to the list of|Naborton field. The Southwestern Oil & 
failures in tests north of Crichton. Gas Co. is drilling No. 2 Randall, Section 

The Producers Oil Co. has three rigs|9-12-12, at 800 feet. The Gulf Refining} 
running on the Brinkerhoff lease, and in|Co. is drilling Williams C-4, Section 32-' 
the same section the Lenzberg-Crichton |13-11, at 2,100 feet and the Producers Oil, 
Oil Co. is rigging up to drill No. 5 Rob-;|Co. his three rigs running on the Saun-| 
inson, the Acme Oil Co. is setting liner|ders lease, one on the Sample and one on 
in No. 1 Robinson and is rigging up to/the Christine, and is drilling No. 2 Joy- 
drill No. 3, and the Robinson Oil Co. is|ner, in the Pelican district, at 3,100 feet. 
‘still drilling No. 2 Robinson, although! The States Oil & Gas Co. has completed 
down 2,700 feet. its first oil well drilled on the Rogers 

In the east end of the field, the South-/tract of 2,260 acres, near Lewis, recently 
land Petroleum Co. expects to bring in/taken over from Benedum & Trees. The 
its well on the Mangham lease, within the} well made 100 bbls. and was completed 
next day or two and the Grant Oil & Gas/in the 2,300-foot sand in Section 23-21-16. 
Co. which already has a production of 235|The Producers Oil Co. got a 20-bbl. 
bbls. in this district, has gone back into|pumper in No. 3 Boyter, Section 3-21-16. 
the field and has two wells drilling on the/in the Monterey district, and J. W. Atkins 
Haines lease. The Lockwood Oil Co.,'completed a 5,000,000-foot gas well in 


wealth Drilling & Oil Co. is drilling for 
oil in No. 1 Chew, Section 37-11-6. 

Location has been made and derrick 
built for an important test in Bienville 
Parish, just east of Lake Bisteneau, 
where the Arkansas Natural Gas Co. is 
going to drill on the Butler lease in Sec- 
tion 14-16-10. 














PRODUCING OIL WELL IN THE BED OF FERRY LAKE. 


the Benedum & Trees interests, and has 
another well ready to pump, and is bailing 
6-inch casing in the fourth. 

Derrick has been built for No. 1 Brown- 
ing, Section 28-22-16, in the Vivian dis- 
trict, by A. Z. Yoke, and in Section 21- 
22-15, L. T. Salmons is drilling No. 1 
Bailey at 800 feet. In the Hosston dis- 
trict, where shallow oil is now bringing 
80 cents a barrel, there is more drilling 
than there has been for more than a 
year. The Badger Oil Co. has three wells 
completed in the 1,000-foot sand, one on 
the Peet lease and two on the Hoss, and 
is building standard rigs to pump, and is 
driling No. 6 Peet and has derrick up for 
No. 1 Jolly. The Hawkins Oil Co. had a 
blowout in Na 1 Hawkins, in Section 26- 
22-15, at 1,000 feet and is drilling ahead 
to complete the well. The Inland Oil Co., 
formerly Clark & Greer, has completed 
No. 1 Jolly, and is arranging to pump. 


In the Monterey district the East Texas 
& Louisiana Off Co. got a well on its 
Hickman lease in Section 3-21-16, where 
most of the recent development in this 
district has been, which is flowing at the 
rate of 25 bbls. a day, but which probably 
will do better when put on the pump. The 
Gulf Refining Co. has completed No. 4 
Duhon-Tohler, and is building standard 
rig to pump, and the Interstate Oil & De- 
velopment Co. has set 6-inch casing in 
No. 1 fee, all in 3-21-16. Over near the 
Texas State line, the Standard Oil Co. 
has two wells drilling on the Stiles lease 
in Section 17-21-16, and the Producers 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 44 Levee Board, in 
Section 8-21-16. 

In the Oil City district, west of Oil City, 
the Blue Wing Oil Co. has set liner and is 
bailing No. 1 Curtis and the Producers 
Oil Co., is drilling No. 11 J. B. H. & F. C., 
in Section 10-20-16. The Koster Oil Co. 
has derrick up for No. 49 Surry, in Sec- 
tion 11-20-16, and for No. 48 Boisseau, in 
34-21-16, and the Gulf Refining Co. for 


Levee Board R-16, Section 8-20-16. Hast 
of Oil City, the Texarkana Crude Oil Co, 
has set 6-inch casing in No. 3 Davis, Sec- 
tion 7-20-15, and Hamby & Laing are ar- 
ranging to pump No. 1 fee in the chalk 
rock, in the same section. The Filer Ojj 
Co. is drilling No, 8 Filer in Section 
17-20-15. 

In the Mooringsport district, the Gulf 
Refining Co. is bailing No. 2 Pitts lease, 
in Section 19-20-15, and has set 6-inch 
casing in No. 45 Ferry Lake, Section 24- 
20-16; Roose fee 2, Section 17-20-15, is 
being tested for a shallow gas well. S. §. 
Hunter is drilling No. 1 Collins, Section 
32-19-16, at 1,900 feet. 

Preparations are being made for two 
more tests in Bossier Parish, one by the 
Atlas Oil Co. on the Elston lease in Sec- 
tion 20-16-11, six miles northeast of Cas- 
piana, and one by the Sunflower Oil Co. on 
the Clingman lease in Section 23-17-13, 
five miles southeast of Shreveport. 

Personal Mention. 


Florian Giauque, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
who has large land interests in De Soto 
and Red River, has been a Shreveport 
visitor during the past week, renewing 
acquaintance with old friends and busi- 
ness associates. 

B. E. Byrne, district manager of the 
National Supply Co. of Kansas, with 
headquarters at Houston, Texas, spent a 
few days in Shreveport last week on 
business. 

H. J. Parker, accompanied by his wife, 
has returned from a short visit to Tulsa, 

a. 

W. H. Bahan, of Fort Worth, Texas, 
who has charge of the natural gas de- 
partment of The Texas Co., was a 
Shreveport visitor during the week. 

A. B. Patterson, of Houston; M. H. Con- 
nor, of Tulsa, and Wm. Little, of Wich- 
ita Falls, assistant general superintend- 
ents of the Producers Oil Co., spent a 
few days in Shreveport, during the past 
week on business. 

F. A. Walsh, representative of the Cru- 
cible Steel Co., of Pittsburgh, Pa., with 
headquarters at New Orleans, called on 
his Shreveport friends last week. 

G. L. Langlois has been transferred 
from the Shrevepert office of the Na- 
tional Supply Co. of Kansas, and placed 
in charge of that company’s office at 
Beaumont, Texas. 

L. V. Webster, lease man for the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co., has been laid up with la 
grippe for the past ten days, and his 
friends will be glad to learn that his con- 
dition is muck improved, and he expects 
to be out again in a few days. 

E. C. Kincaid, of Beaumont, consulting 
engineer for the Gulf Pipe Line Co., and 
his assistant, Mr. Fitzgerald, were Shreve- 
port visitors last week. 

Underwood Nazro, vice president of the 
Gulf Pipe Line Co., and J. A. Hull, assist- 
ant to Mr. Leovy, came from Beaumont 
for a few days’ visit last week. 


SUCCESSFUL OIL COMPANY. 





The first annual meeting of the Sure 
Shot Oil Co. was held on Jan. 12, and 
officers elected for the coming year. The 
company was organized one year ago by 
John and T. E. Bird, at which time $37,- 
000 worth of stock was sold to 90 local 
stockholders. During the year the com- 
pany drilled six producing wells, the carn- 
ings of which have amounted to $109,- 
811.80, and dividends have been paid 
amounting to 110 per cent. A resolition 
was passed that, after the operatin: ex- 
penses were paid and 10 per cent. set 
aside for development, the balance should 
be paid in monthly dividends, and a <‘ate- 
ment mailed out with each dividend to 
each stockholder. 


FURTHER SUSPENSION OF RATES. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15.—I*) an 
order of Sept. 20, 1915, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission entered upon the 
hearing concerning the propriety 0! the 
new and individual joint regulations and 
practices affecting rates and charges on 
iron and steel articles to Oklahoma, stat- 
ed in tariffs of F. E. Leland, agent. and 
Eugene Morris, agent. Pending that hear- 
ing and decision, the commission ordered 
that certain of these schedules be sus- 
pended until Jan. 25, 1916, and as the 
hearing cannot be concluded by that time 
the commission has ordered a further sus- 
pension until July 25, 1916. These sus- 
pended rates increase carload rates on 
iron or steel ridgé hip “cover, from Iron- 
ton, O., and other points in Central 
Freight Association territory to various 





destinations in Oklahoma. 
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“OILWELL” STRUCTURAL STEEL 


UNIT PUMPING OUTFIT 






A NEW ONE 


COMPLETING OUR LINE 
OF “OILWELL” UNIT 
PUMPING OUTFITS 





Designed to meet the demand for a power to pump wells 3,000 feet 
and over in depth. 


It is equipped with either an 8 H.P. or 10 H.P. gas or gasoline 
engine, or electric motor. If equipped with electric motor, either alter- 
nating current or direct current motor can be furnished; also what is 
known as a 3-9 H.P. motor or a 5-15 H.P. motor. The latter are so 
constructed that the 3 H.P. can be used for pumping and the 9 H.P. 
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(Registered) 


EVERYTHING FOR 
OIL WELLS 





BRANCH STORES IN 
ALL OIL FIELDS 


for pulling rods or tubing, and the same with the 5-15 H.P. motor. 
To change from one H.P. to the other it is only necessary to throw 
the switch. 

This outfit can be furnished with a hoisting drum if so desired. 
When desiring to change from pumping to pulling out, the only change 
necessary is to remove the Pitman from the crank pin. 

The “Oilwell” Structural Steel Unit Pumping Outfit is the strong- 
est and simplest outfit ever produced. 


« yore Sg : . European Office: 
3-21 Street, al 
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“Republic” 


























LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 
TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Sales Offices: 
BIRMINGHAM CHICAGO CLEVELAND DALLAS PITTSBURGH : SAN FRANCISCO 
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THE TEXAS PANHANDLE 


By H. W. WHITNEY. 





GOOD ONE AT ELECTRA. 





MINERAL WELLS, Texas, Jan. 17.— 
In the electra pool the new producers 
that have been brought in recently have 
all been small, but the past week has 
shown that there are still good-sized 
wells to be had, as the completion of the 
Producers Oil Co.’s Stringer No. 56, in 
the 1,800-foot sand developed a 300-bbl. 
output. This is exceedingly encouraging 
and the result is demonstrated by the 
many new rigs that have been built and 
Apcations that are being made. The 
same company brought in No. 35 on the 
Bywaters lease No. 2, at 1,825 feet with a 
production of 40 bbls., and also its No. 37 
on the same lease, at 1,835 feet, which 
was good for 30 bbls. This makes a new 
production of 370 bbls. daily. There are 
32 drilling wells, almost all of which are 
making good progress and several are 
close to the pay and will probably be 
brought in during the first part of next 
week. There are 11 new rigs built and 
four new locations with the timbers on 
the ground for three of them. 

In last week’s report reference was 
made to the wildcatting that was being 
done at the end of the year 1915 in the 
various counties of the Texas Panhandle, 
but it was not possible at that time to 
furnish all the particulars. Outside of 
the Moran pool, in Shackelford County, 
the most important test that has been 
drilled recently is that of Turner, Turner 
& Vaughn in Archer County, on the W. 
P. Ferguson farm. This well is located 
in the center of Section No. 1 and at 510 
feet, they encountered a sand which made 
a showing of oil. They drilled into this 
sand to 520 feet and put the well on the 
pump and for the first day or two it made 
a 3-bbl. producer. After that the water 
got into the well, and in a day or two 
the formation broke under the casing 
and mudded up the hole. The test is 
temporarily shut down. Another well is 
being drilled on the same farm, which is 
down to 500 feet. 

The Corsicana Petroleum Co., several 
years ago, made an attempt to develop 
an oil pool in Archer County, but after 
spending a great deal of money, aban- 
doned that locality. It will be remem- 
bered that Dr. Miller, of California, drilled 
in a small well in this county, and this 
raised the hopes of the operators and 
caused a great amount of wildcatting, but 
all efforts to develop a paying oil pool 
were futile, and until recently no more 
attempts have been made in that direc- 
tion. The result of the test on the Fer- 
guson farm, however, will cause a re- 
newal of interest in this county. 

Wildcat Counties. 

Wildcatting is most active in Shackel- 
ford, Palo Pinto and Stephens Counties, 
Shackelford County being slightly in the 
lead. The Producers Oil Co. is doing the 
most of the work and has eight wells 
drilling and three new rigs in the course 
of construction. The tests are as fol- 
lows: No. 1 on the Diller ranch, is shut 
down at 1,500 feet and an oil sand is be- 
ing tested out at 2,325 feet on the Snyder 
No. 1, Abstract No. 38; M. J. Snyder No. 





1 is drilling at 1,900 feet, and No. 3 Webb 
remains idle; No. 4-Webb is drilling at 
2,104 feet, and No. 5, on the same lease, 
has abad fishing job; No. 2 Burton is 
making progress at~640 feet, and No. 2 
on the Gillespie farm is making hole at 
515 feet. The same company is moving 
in material for a rig at No. 3 Webb- 
Roach, and also has rigs building for No. 
1 Tarrent and No, 2 B. Wilds. The Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co. is drilling one well 
on the J. L. Terry rench, which has 
reached a depth of 2,130 feet and in the 
sand. 

The tests in Palo Pinto County have 
decreased recently, but there are still four 
or five rigs in operation and new loca- 
tions are being made. The recent strike 
of gas south of Mineral Wells has encour- 
aged the prospectors, and more wells will 
be drilled in that vicinity. The dry holes 
that have been abandoned. north and west 
of Mineral Wells have shown conclusively 
that if there is any oil in Northern Paio 
Pinto County it is likely to lie further 
south than the older tests and this is 
further shown by the recent discoveries 
of gas in two wells, one about five miles 
south of Mineral Wells and the other just 
north of Santo, leaving a likely-loking 
territory between the two locations, which 
is now about to be prospected. 

In Stephens County, especially around 
the town of Breckenridge, there is a 
promising district where oil is so strong- 
ly in evidence that in places it can be 
ignited, and will burn for some time. In 
shallow tests that have been drilled on 
Little Cedar Creek by DeVore and others, 
gas has been encountered, but not in 
paying quantities. At the present time, 
however, the tests that are being caried 
on are expected to go to the deeper sands 
with the idea of developing either a large 
gas production or a paying oil pool. 

Tests are also being drilled in Eastland 
County, which offsets Palo Pinto to the 
southwest, and one or two that have been 
abandoned at depths from 1,200 to 1,800 
feet, have been taken over by other con- 
cerns and will be drilled deeper, as it is 
believed that there is a _ possibility of 
getting something in this’ direction in the 
deeper sands. 

Drilling in Ten Counties. 


Scattered wildcats'are also being drilled 
in 10 different counties of the Texas Pan- 
handle field, from one to three wells in 
each. The wildcat test drilling in Hood 
County is down to 500 feet with a fishing 
job. This is being drilled by Charles 
Mitchell et al., and the well is located on 
the Cogdell farm, seven miles northwest 
of Granbury. Ed Morgan, well-known 
contractor is in charge of operations. 


In Santa Saba County, on the Brown 
farm, the Richland Oil Co. is drilling at 
920 feet; in Brown County, on the Mur- 
rell farm, Jack Pippin is down to 1,340 
feet; Comanche County has a test down 
to 1,120 feet on the deaf and dumb lands, 
which is being drilled by the Comanche 
Oil & Gas Co. In Concho County, two 
tests are in progress. Murs Bros., on the 


Shultz property are drilling at 1,495 feet, | 


and T. P. Slick, on the Sims farm, is 





"|the Red Branch Oil Co., 





drilling at 450 feet. In Cook County, on 
the Ball farm, Tippett & Darnell are at 
present shut down at 1,300 feet. In Gray- 
son County, three tests are being drilled. 
The Snyder Oil Co., which is at work on 
the Burns ranch, is down to 1,300 feet; 
on the Richie 
tract, is at 1,325 feet, and Greenlee Bros. 
are drilling at 450 feet on the Campbell 
farm. Hunt County has a well drilling 
on the Gibson ranch by the Cash Oil Co., 
which is down to 2,700 feet, and Kaulfman 
County has a test down to 2,130 feet on 
the Tibbets farm, which is being drilled 
by the Casco Oil Co. In Montague Coun- 
ty there are two tests in progress. Badger 
Oil Co. is drilling at 1,250 feet on the 
Robertson farm. In Tom Green County, 
the San Angelo Oil & Gas Co. is down to 
2,380 feet on the Harris ranch and the 
same company is drilling at 910 feet on 
the Clegg property. 
Producer and Duster. 


In the Strawn pool, in Palo Pinto 
County, there have been two completions 
during the past week, one of which was a 
dry hole. This was drilled on the Satter- 
field lease and was the Texas & Pacific 
Coal Co. No. 6. It was abandoned at 1,150 
feet and was located 500 feet west of No. 
4. The other completion was a 20-bbl. 
producer and was drilled into the pay at 
850 feet. This well was drilled by the 
Palo Pinto Oil Co., of Stamford, Texa:, 
and is No. 11 on the Swenson land; No. 
12 on this land is at work at 200 feet. 


Of the drilling wells, the Texas Pacific 
Coal Co. is fishing in No. 1 Cary ut a 
depth of 1,300 feet and is underreaming 
at 800 feet on Jackson No. 1. The same 
company is spudding in at No. 30 on the 
Stuart ranch, which is located 500 feet 
south of No. 29; is rigging up at No. 1 on 
the Glascock, and is 300 feet deep at Sat- 
terfield No. 7. J. D. Kinnison et al. are 
drilling at 1,300 feet on the Putty ranch, 
and the Tipus-Quiet Oil Co. is about 
ready to pull pipe and abandon the test 
on the Harrold ranch. 

Everything in Palo Pinto County is at a 
standstill, with the exception of the test 
being drilled on the Tomerlin property 
southwest of Mineral Wells, and this well 
even is shut down at the present writing, 
for the reason that they have encountered 
a good-looking sand at 2,080 feet and the 
drillers discontinued work in order to no- 
tify the operators and have them examine 
the same before going deeper. This well 
will have to be completed within the next 
two or three days, as the operators are 
going to drill on the big Edmonson ranch 
to the southeast and have only a few more 
days in which to move their tools to that 
location. 

Clark and associates, of Bartlesville, 
Okla., have finally abandoned hope of sav- 
ing the gas in their ruined hole on the 
Hess property and have moved their ma- 
chinery and rig 100 feet north of the oljd 
test and will drill another well. 

The wells in northern Palo Pinto Coun- 
ty are shut down indefinitely, awaiting in 
each case some tool or article of supply. 
The well north of Mineral Wells was 
abandoned a week or ten days ago and 
the machinery and rig have been hauled 
to the railroad and loaded on the cars and 
will be shipped from here to Augusta, 
Kan., where the operators will drill a test. 

Just north of the Palo Pinto County 
line, near Perrin, in Jack County, the 
Palo Pinto Oil & Gas Co. has set the 











5 3-16-inch casing and is drilling ahead at 
1,500 feet. 

North of Vineyard, in Jack County, 
Burke & Cravens have also set 5 3-16- 
inch casing and are underreaming same 
at a depth of approximately 2,650 feet. 

In Jones County, on the Hughes ranch, 
Honey et al. are drilling at 1,375 feet, and 
in Taylor County, Frank Fox has a big 
fishing job at 1,850 feet on the Boyer 
farm, having lost three strings of tools in 
in the hole. This test is located near 
Abilene. 

Near Breckenridge, in Stephens County, 
S. D. Felt et al. are drilling at 900 feet on 
the Moon 800-acre tract. 

Field Notes of interest. 


The Panhandle Refining Co.’s pipe line 
from the Burkburnett pool, in Wichita 
County, to the refinery at Wichita Falls 
has been completed and runs are being 
made from that pool. The refinery, how- 
ever, is not ready for operation, storage 
has been filled and therefore sales are be- 
ing made of some of the oil. One of the 
recent sales was to the Pierce Fordyce Oil 
Association, which took 10,000 bbls. of 
Burkburnett crude, and that is now being 
shipped to Texas City. The first ship- 
ment went out last week. 

The manufacture of gasoline from cas- 
ing-head gas is now being carried on in 
the Northwest Texas fields. The comple- 
tion of the Producers Oil Co.’s plant at 
Electra makes this industry assume quite 
extensive proportions, as the Corsicana 
Petroleum Co. is manufacturing casing- 
head gasoline at Electra and at Burkbur- 
nett and there is also a plant for this pur- 
pose at Petrolia. It is estimated that the 
present production of casing-head gaso- 
line in the North Texas fields is 5,000 gal- 
lons daily and, as quite a number of the 
smaller producers are planning to install 
compressors in connection with their 
wells, it is expected that this total will be 
largely increased in the near future. 

The Woodfin test in Palo Pinto County, 
which having reached its contract depth, 
was about to be shut down by the original 
owners, has been taken over by F. W. 
Bridge, of Mineral Wells, who will carry 
same on down until a change in forma- 
tion is reached or until he decides that it 
is useless to hope for a paying sand in 
that locality. Appearances in this test 
are very encouraging at the present writ- 
ing. His associate, ‘‘Bob’’ Jordan, is on 
the job. 

Persona! Mention. 

S. A. Guy, of Shreveport, La., promi- 
nent oil producer, has returned to Mineral 
Wells, where he is interested in drilling a 
wildcat test near the Brazos River. 


Sidney Wehb, of Bellevue, Tex., a weill- | 
known capitalist and owner of the con-* 


trolling interest in the Crazy Hotel and 
wells at Mineral Wells, was here looking 
over his interests. 

J. A. Harper, of Evangeline, La., who 
is interested in the Jennings field, is tak- 
ing a rest and lubricating the inner man 
with some of the famous product of our 
mineral springs. 

H. E. Mull, of Emlenton, Pa., departed 
today for San Antonio, where he is ‘ter- 
ested in an oil project now under way 
there. 

Jerry Chestnut, of the land department 
of the Producers Oil Co., the “no home” 
man, paid a hurried visit to Mineral Wells 
last Wednesday. He was accompanicd by 
his friend, Morris Frazer. 
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Steel for Service 


Oil Vieevick Mathematics 


The Havre Natural Gas Company have drilled 9 wells with one steel drilling rig and in 
the last part of October were preparing to move it to another location to start another hole. 


“They have not spent a nickel for repairs and parts during all those moves—a remarkable feature 
I say when you stop to consider that you have to spend about 50 per cent. of the cost of a wood rig 
repairing every time you move it. Also, that they have the original bolts that came with the der- 
rick and are still using them. Furthermore, that they have never had to send a man into the derrick 
to tighten a nut or a bolt after the derrick was erected and drilling started.” 


When records like this have been repeated over and over, are you a good enough math- 
ematician to figure any economy in a wood drilling rig? 


The mark of [It protects the 
quality user 


. 


Carnegie Steel Company 
General Offices: PITTSBURGH, PA. 


DISTRICT SALES OFFICES: 


BOSTON : BUFFALO CINCINNATI DENVER NEW ORLEANS PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS 
BIRMINGHAM CHICAGO CLEVELAND DETROIT NEW YORK PITTSBURGH ST. PAUL 


Export Representatives: UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, New York City 
Pacififc Coast Representatives: UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle 


























COSDEN & COMPANY 


PRODUCERS AND REFINERS OF 
HIGH GRADE OKLAHOMA 
PETROLEUM 


REFINERIES AT GENERAL OFFICES 
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GULF COAST 


OPERATIONS 


By P. L. McGREAL. 








DOLLAR OIL IS WANTED. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 17.—The wildcat 
districts figured prominently side by side 
with the deep-sand section of the Humble 
pool in holding the interest of Coastal op- 
erators during the week. Coupled with 
these developments is the question of con- 
tracts for the coming year. Producers are 
holding out for $1 a barrel. It is reported 
that this price has been made producers 
in the Vinton pool, but thus far 90 cents 
is the best quotation made in-the other 
pools of the Coastal country. 


Damon Mound, in Brazoria County; Fla- 
tonia, Fayette County, and a point be- 
tween Crockett and Kennard, in Houston 
County, are the points that scouts for the 
large companies and individuals are 
watching at this time. Damon Mound has 
been before the eyes of operators for a 
month, but*especially so during the past 
two weeks on account of the blowout in 
the test being drilled by the Texas Ex- 
ploration Co. (H. T. Staiti et al), of 
Houston. Information concerning the test 
has been carefully guarded and scouts are 
kept away from it by a high fence. The 
rig has been moved 400 feet to the west 
and two additional rigs are on the ground 
to be started immediately. The company 
controls between 5,000 and 7,000 acres of 
leases in that territory. The Journal has 
frequently referred to Damon Mound 
since drilling started there. It is located 
in the northwestern part of Brazoria 
County, a rudely circular mound rising in 
its most elevated portion 75 feet above the 
surrounding prairie with a diameter of 
nearly two miles. The first ‘operations 
took place about twelve years ago, half a 
dozen tests being drilled showing remark- 
ably varying results. One test showed 
gypsum from 171 to 549 feet; sulphur and 
gypsum from 549 to 579 feet; loose sand, 
very coarse, from 579 to 587 feet, and salt 
from 587 to 1,160 feet. The test of the 
Texas Exploration Co. is located on the 
northwestern slope of the mound on the 
Wisdom Subdivision of the Darst Survey. 
Notwithstanding the dearth of informa- 
tion concerning the test, leasers are ac- 
tive, paying from $5 to $15 an acre, the 
rate depending on distance from the test. 
The vast acreage held by the owners of 
the test insure them against being crowd- 
ed if a well is developed. 

The Flatonia test, which is located four 
miles west of that town, blew out at 1,100 
feet, blowing the 4-inch drill pipe out of 
the hole. Mud and sand went into the air 
with the gas, but there are little evi- 
dences of oil. This test encountered strong 
was pressure at 900 feet. The blowout is 
considered significant enough by oper- 
ators to justify securing some acreage 
nearby in case anything should develop. 
The owners of the Flatonia test are not 
as well fortified as are those of the tests 
at Damon Mound, and consequently there 
is plenty of available acreage around Fla- 
tonia. The test of the Houston County 
Oil Co. between Crocket and Kennard 
showed some oil at 600 feet. It is located 
40 miles southeast of the Mexia gas field. 
The well will be drilled deeper. As in the 
case at Flatonia, there is also lots of loose 
acreage around Crockett and operators 





are not manifesting a dispsition -to rush 
in, preferring to await developments be- 
fore investing in leases. The interest 
manifested in reports from these three 
widely-separated sections of th South 
Texas territory illustrate the keenness of 
operators for new territory and is an ex- 
ample of what the coming year will wit- 
ness in the search for new fields. 
Recent Completions. 

The Producers Oil Co., Farmers Petrol- 
eum Co., Gulf Production Co. and The 
Sun Co. all got nice wells in the Humble 
pool during the week. The Producers Oil 
Co. has a 7,000-bbl. well in No. 21 Steven- 
son; No. 20 on this lease is good for 4,500 
bbls. and No. 22 is rated at 5,800 bbls. 
The Farmers Petroleum Co.’s No. 22 Stev- 
enson started off at 7,000 bbls. a day and 
No. 23 at 3,000 bbls. The Gulf Production 
Co. brought in a 1,600-bbl. well in No. 5 
Paraffine, where it is drilling jointly with 
Blaffer & Farish. The Sun Co. finished a 
1,000-bbl. well in No. 12 River on the 
north side of the pool, 150 feet west of 
Lot 10 of the Wheeler-Pickens. The Hum- 
ble Oil Co. completed No. 5 on Lot 10, but 
it did not flow and will probably make a 
400-bbl. pumper. The rig is being stand- 
ardized to put it on the beam. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co.’s No. 189 Landslide came 
in blowing sand and oil for several hours. 
The crew will go into it again and reset 
the serainer for another test. Indications 
are that it will make a good well. It is 
Jocated in the extreme southwest corner 
of the Landslide, offsetting the Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. on the Paraffine. The Texas 
Petroleum Co.’s No. 5 Hirsch, in the shal- 
low-sand section, came in salt water, as 
did the National Oil Co.’s No. 2 Long, also 
in the shallow territory. The Vinton pool 
came to the front with a 12,500-bbl. gush- 
er in the Gulf Refining Co.’s No. 27 Gard- 
iner early in the week. This well is now 
flowing about 9,000 bbls. While it cannot 
be said to be outside of the proven pool, 
it is about 300 feet north of good produc- 
tion and in the Coastal pool even that dis- 
tance is considered exceptionally good. 
Sour Lake and Saratoga furnished nomi- 
nal completions. The big gasser of the 
Gulf Production Co. in the White Point 
district, near Corpus Christi, blew the 
casing out of the hole and is now flowing 
wild. The earth surrounding the hole is 
caving in. It will be recalled that the first 
big blowout in this district occurred just 
about one year ago, the White Point Oil 
& Gas Co.’s No. 1 White Point blowing 
out at 2,260 feet. The Gulf Production Co. 
took over this property and started two 
holes. The first was lost on account of 
pipe stuck in the hole. The present blow- 
out came from around 2,200 feet, showing 
the same sand as in the first. The com- 
pany succeeded in capping it for a few 
days, but the cap blew off and the gas 
started again flowing through an 8-inch 
open hole. It was impossible to get a 
pressure gauge, but estimates of the vol- 
ume ranged all the way from 50,000,000 to 
90,000,000 cubic feet. The roar of the gas 
can be- heard for miles and a number of 
Mexican roustabouts employed on the 
property have lost their hearing. 

In the Humble pool, the Callahan Oil 
Co. is drilling on the Birch at 950 feet, the 





location being about one and one-half 
miles north of production in that direc- 
tion O'Neill et al. have started on the 
Shipero, south of the shell road and south 
of the work being done by the Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. The latter company has set 


"casing in No. 3 on the Morris, south of the 


Stevenson, at 3,220 feet and should be 
ready to complete late this week. No. 2 
Crow is being washed out, preparatory to 
testing. No. 2 on the Bender-Adams is 
drilling around 2,700 feet. This test is the 
farthest out to the southwest. The most 
easterly test is that of Burt & Griffith, 
drilling jointly with the Magnolia Petrol- 
eum Co. on the Yeagley at 3,970 feet. It 
is located about 1,500 feet east of produc- 
tion on the Stevenson Survey. A showing 
was had around 2,100 feet, but it was 
passed up. The distance from the ex- 
treme tests north and south is about six 
miles and about four miles from the east 
to the southwest. The intervening terri- 
tory includes the ‘‘cap rock” or shallow- 
sand district and the deep-sand sections 
on the Stevenson and Landslide. Inside 
of this territory the Producers Oil Co. is 
drilling 23 wells, the rigs being on the 
Landslide, Wheeler-Pickens, Stevenson, 
Burt 100 acres, Koehler, House and Foster 
leases. The Gulf Production Co. is run- 
ning 15 rigs, of which seven are on the 
Lee, four on the Paraffine, one on the 
Morris, one on the Sayers, one on the 
Williams and one on the Bender. The 
Farmers Petroleum Co. has one rig on the 
Stevenson, two on the Wheeler-Pickens 
and two on the Rock six acres. The Sun 
Go. has three rigs on its River lease and 
the Humble Oil Co. two on the Wheeler. 


Every day witnesses the promotion of 
one or more companies to operate in older 
sections of the pool, the stockholders run- 
ning all along the social and commer- 
cial scales from working girls to bankers, 
with the par value of the shares in these 
promotions ranging from $10 to $100. Not 
since the early days of the Coastal oil de- 
velopment has there been such a rush to 
organize oil companies and start drilling 
in the Humble pool as is now the case 
here and in other South Texas cities and 
towns. The Central Texas cities and 
towns have just passed through a surfeit 
of oil-company incorporations, due to the 
opening of the Thrall pool last February, 
and now the southern part of the State is 
in- the throes of the same kind of an ex- 
citement following the opening up of the 
deep-sand area of the Humble pool. The 
recent advances in credit-balance quota- 
tions from 60 to 80 cents has added to the 
excitement and spurs on small investors 
to get in on ‘“‘the good thing.” 

Seeking New Territory. 


Meanwhile, the knowing operator is 
looking around for other spots in which to 
operate. The territory between the Sour 
Lake, Batson and Saratoga pools is looked 
upon as affording a reasonable speculative 
opportunity and it is probable that an- 
other effort will be made to connect up 
those pools in the near future. Attempts 
made in the past have failed, but Coastal 
operators are inclined to think that deep- 
er drilling will develop an outlet from the 
pools mentioned. Beaumont and Houston 
producers are discussing the formation of 
a pool of at least $150,000 to be used in 
the work of development. A number of 
well-posted operators have signified their 
intention of contributing $10,000 each to 
such a pool, the work to be done under 
the direction of capable producers to 
serve withut compensation .and expend 
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the money in an effort. to further extend 
the present pools or seek new ones. The 
advocates of the proposition point out that 
development work in South Texas is too 
expensive and the risks too great for op- 
erators of ordinary means, but that with 
such a pool as contemplated, new work 
could be undertaken without any member 
being hurt, and if anything was opened 
up all would participate or go in and op- 
erate individually. 


The large marketing companies have 
advanced fuel-oil quotations to consum- 
ers, the latest nominal quotations being as 
follows: Houston delivery, $1; Dallas and 
Fort Worth delivery, f.o.b., 90 and 95 
cents; Mexican crude, Galveston delivery, 
85 cents. The quotations for Dallas and 
Fort Worth delivery are lower than Hous- 
ton, notwithstanding the fact that Hous- 
ton is closer to the crude supply and the 
pools, on account of the competition 
against coal that must be met in the 
cities and points to the north. The mar- 
keting companies are averse to contract- 
ing with consumers for long-time deliv- 
eries even at these quotations. The big 
companies handling South Texas crudes 
have contracts with foreign Governments 
for admiralty oils at figures ranging from 
$1.05 to $1.25 a barrel, and it is said these 
contracts cover the present year. 


The producers of Coastal crude are or- 
ganizing an association for mutual benefit 
under the name of the Gulf Coast Oil 
Producers’ Association. The promoters. of 
the association are well-known oil men 
who would have the producer of Coastal 
oil break away from the contract system 
of selling his product and go on a credit- 
balance basis. 


SALT-WELL DRILLING PIONERS. 





In the annals of drilling, but little is 
said about the original work done by the 
Ruffher Brothers, David and Joseph, near 
Charleston, W. Va. In the valley of the 
Kanawha, at Salt Lick, in 1906, these men 
drilled an artesian well to tap a salt wa- 
ter deposit, as recorded in Vol. 1-A of the 
West Virginia Geological Survey. 


Salt brine had previously taken from 
pits in the ground, where it has accumu- 
lated from seepages, but the supply was 
not large. Salt was needed and in order 
to increase the capacity of the pioneer 
manufacturers of that useful commodity 
the Ruffners decided to do some drilling. 
They devised an outfit which, in princi- 
ple, was destined to figure in the oil and 
gas industry, then unheard of as an 
American possibility, although in China 
there had been some oil well drilling in 
years long past. 

With a spring pole, tools were hoisted, 
after weight had caused the bit to hit the 
rock in the hole—the height being that of 
the drillers, who stepped briskly on what 
might be called a stirrup attached to the 
spring pole. When the men thus placed 
their bodily weight on the spring pole, 
the sinker to which the bit was attached, 
drove the drill downward. The bit was 
turned with each stroke of the original 
“walking beam,” and thus the West Vir- 
salt wells were bored into the earth. 

In subsequent tests for oil by Drake 
and others the Ruffner idea figured «on- 
spicuously—but the name of Ruffner is 
rarely mentioned in accounts of the /irst 
development of the method of perforating 
the earth by means of well-drilling a:pa- 
ratus, 




















| PONCA CITY, OKLA. | 


MERVINE DRILLING COMPANY 








DRILLING CONTRACTORS 


OLDEST CONTRACTORS IN KAY COUNTY. HAVE COMPLETED OVER TWENTY-FIVE 
WELLS IN BLACKWELL, PONCA AND NEWKIRK FIELDS 


NOW RUNNING FIVE STRINGS OF TOOLS IN KAY COUNTY 
WE ARE PREPARED TO BID ON WORK IN THIS DISTRICT 
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EASTERN FIELDS LETHARGIC. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., Jan. 17.—Interest 
in development work in the Eastern fields 
is lagging, owing in part to the fact that 
there are no new discoveries of import- 
ance and the size of the new completions 
having a uniformly small average in new 
production. Throughout the week the 
crude market remained stationary, and 
still further accentuated the dullness. 
Producers are somewhat apprehensive 
that the future advance in the market 
will be less sensational than during the 
latter part of last year. None are con- 
vinced, however, that it will not go still 
higher before the return of spring. The 
deriand for high grade crude is such 
that they can see no apparent cause for 
recession at this time. The old fields are 
declining and there is no new territory 
in sight that is capable of furnishing a 
new supply, or even supplant the steady 
decline of the old fields. With the return 
of spring there will be a great effort made 
to discover new territory and the old 
fields will be given another trial, but the 
new production from the latter will of 
necessity be small. 

Prospects in West Virginia. 

It is the concensus of opinion among 
those who are familiar with past devel- 
ment work in the Eastern fields that West 
Virginia holds out greater inducements 
to the wildeatter than any other section. 
What are considered the most likely to 
furnish new pools are the districts lying 
in the extreme southwestern counties. 
Quite recently a number of companies 
have been organized to prospect in these 
counties and when the roads and weather 
conditions are favorable, there will be 
much new territory tested. Some of the 
tests that will be drilled will not be con- 


fined to the general trend of southwest |‘ 


producing sections, but will be located in 
sections far removed from _ production. 
Upshur, Jackson and Nicholas counties 
will have work of this charactér. In the 
past these counties have been regarded 
as too far east to come within the pro- 
ducing limits. From the present view- 
point it looks as though the year would 
be eventful for testing out untried terri- 
tory. It will be somewhat hazardous, but 
the desire for new producing territory is 
very great, and operators will not be con- 
tent to leave any spot or place untested 
that looks at all favorable. 


On Jefferson Run, McElroy district, Ty- 
ler County, W. Va., the Hope Natural 
Gas Co. completed a test on the Robert 
Strathers farm and got a fair gasser in 
the Gordon sand. In Central district, 
Doddridge County, the Ozark Petroleum 
Co. is putting its test on the BE. L. Duty 
farm to pumping from the Big Injun sand, 
and has a show for a 20-bbl. producer. 

On Tannera Fork, Troy district, Gilmer 
County, R. G. Gillespie drilled his test on 
the A. O. Britton farm through the Gantz 
Sand and will have a 6. or 7-bbl. pumper 
fron that level. On the south fork of 
Hughes River, Southwest district, Dod- 
dridge County, the Carter Oil Co, is drill- 
ing in the top of the Big Injun sand at 
No. 14 on the W. M.'‘Stout farm. 


On Reedy Creek, Curtis district, Roane 
County, the United Fuel Gas Co. drilled 
a test on the L. J. Queen farm through 
the Big Injun sand and has a light 
Pumper. On Frozen Camp Run, the same 
company has completed a test on the 
Elizabeth Parsons farm, and it is a light 
gasser in the Berea grit. On Miller’s Run, 
Spencer district, the same company’s test 
on the O. J. Wines farm is a duster in 
the Berea grit. 

On Rowells Run, Lee district, Calhoun 
County, G. L, Cabot has now drilled his 
test on the §, L. Sickel farm through the 
Berea grit and found nothing in that or 
any of the upper sands. On Elk Creek, 
Elk district, Harrison County, the Phila- 
delphia Co. completed a test on the 
Bond heirs’ farm, and has a gasser in the 
fifth sand. On the same stream and in 
the same district, Dr. DeForrest & Co. 
have drilled a test on the Blair White farm 
through the same formation, and scored 
a duster. 


_ The Carnegie Natural Gas Co. drilled 
its test on the J. G. Snyder farm through 
the Gordon gand and secured a light gas- 
Ser. This test is located on Long Drain 
Run, Church. district, Wetzel County. On 





Campbell’s Run, Mannington district, Ma- 
rion County, the Fisher Oil Co. has the 
rig completed for a second test on the 
H. L. Rice farm. | 


Drilling and Starting Tests. 


On Rock Camp Run, Sardis district, | 
Harison County, Grove & Parrish are due_ 
in the Big Injun sand at a test on the 
Elmore Allen farm. In Freeman’s district, | 
Lewis County, the Hope Natural Gas Co. | 
is drilling tests on the Edward Foley and 
Jesse Brown farm. 

The Carnegie Natural Gas Co. is drill- 
ing a test on the John Bradley farm, lo- 
eated on Fish Creek, Church district, 
Wetzel County, and has made a location 
on the A. Vanhorne farm. On Long Drain 
Run, in the same district, the Manufac- 
turers Light & Heat Co. has made loca- 
tions for tests on the T. J. and Simon 
Higginbotham farms. 

On Miller’s Run, Spencer district, | 
Roane County, the Depue Gas Co. is due, 
in the Berea at a test on the Sidney | 
Wines farm. On Reedy Creek, Curtis dis- 
trict, the Norman Gas Co. is due in the. 
Big Injun sand at a test on the W. H.| 
and D. Norman farm. In Eagle district, | 
Harrison County, the Hope Natural Gas | 
Co. has started to drill a test on the L. 
Griffin farm. In Union district, Harrison 
County, the same company is drilling a) 
second test on the E. J. Morris farm and 
has the rig completed for a second test, 
on the Susan Jarvis farm. 


Few completions and nothing scnien| 
than light pumpers were reported from} 
the Southeastern Ohio fields. In Section | 
9, Fairfield Township, Columbiana County, 
the Victoria Oil Co.’s No. 3 on the J. H. 
Henry farm is showing for a light pumper 
in the Big Injun sand. No. 4, on the 
same farm, has been through the Big 
Injun sand, and is a duster. 


In Section 8, Fairfield Township, the 
Victoria Oil Co. drilled a second test on 
the Samples heirs’ farm through the Big 
Injun sand, and got a very light show of 
oil, It is drilling to the Berea grit. 
No. 3 on the same farm got a light show 
of oil in the Big Injun sand. In the north- 
east quarter of Section 28, Knox Town- 
ship, the Worth Oil Co. has drilled | 
its test on the W. W. Stroup farm! 
through the Berea sand, and has a| 
duster. In Knox Township, Wheaton &}| 
Co. are due in the sand at a test on the. 
Stark farm. A. L. Johnson’s second test} 
on the Anderson-Crissinger farm is a 
very light pumper. 

In the Marietta district, Washington 
County, Williamson & Athey are start-| 
ing a second test on the W. H. Rea farm. | 
In. the Roas Run district, Robert, Drol- 
linger & McGrew are drilling a second 
test on the Phoebe McMahan farm. The 
first test on this farm was one of the best 
shallow-sand producers of last year. | 


LARGE NITRO PLANT IS | 
BLOWN UP IN ILLINOIS. 


BRIDGEPORT, Ill, Jan. 17.—To mark 
the site of the American Nitro-glycerine 
Co.’s plant at Stoy, Ill, all that remains 
is a circular hole in the ground, 30 feet | 
in depth. This is the result of an explo-| 
sion at the plant on Friday which shook | 
the earth, shattered glass and was heard | 
a distance of 30 miles. Fortunately, there | 
was ne loss of life. Men were at work in 
the plant when the trouble occurred. Vats 
containing the dangerous liquid caught 
fire from chemical action. 

As soon as the workmen realized their 
peril they rushed precipitately from the 
building and succeeded in reaching a safe 
distance before the building went up in a 
cloud of yellowish smoke and fiving debris 
filled the air. Windows in the neighbor- 
hood were smashed and in a school house 
not far away the pupils were in a state of 
panic, fearing that the building was about 
to fall upon them. 

















TO DRILL TEST AT CODY, WYO. 





CASPER, Wyo., Jan. 17,—Arrangements 
have been made by A. M. Berringer, of 
Tulsa, Okla., to drill a test well for the 
Mountain State Oil Co., on what is known 
as the Cody anticline, near the town 
which was named after the famous ‘“‘Buf- 
falo Bill.”” Geological indications are very 
favorable. sabe 
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THE REASON IT SELLS 


DRILLS MORE WELLS 


Drilling Cable 


Manufactured by the 


ST. LOUIS CORDAGE MILLS, 


ST. LOUIS, U. S. A. 





For Sale by 


FRICK-REID SUPPLY COMPANY, 
TULSA. OKLA. and Branches 


REPUBLIC SUPPLY COMPANY, 
HOUSTON, TEX. and Branches 


TROJAN CABLES—‘‘The Oil Finders’ 
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Fire Protection for Oil Tanks 

















BLAKE-KNOWLES 


Double Cylinder Foam Pump 
The only satisfactory means of oil tank fire protection now 


Built for use with all Two Solution Foam Systems of Fire Fighting. 

Each pump of the combination handles its solution independently, 
the two mixing into a tough, thick foam in the discharge to tank. 

The pumps are so designed that the solutions will combine in 
exactly equal quantities, whatever the conditions of running. 
vitally important feature is exclusively a part of the Blake-Knowles 
direct acting system. 

Write for full information and prices. 


The Blake-Knowles Steam Pump Works 


Main Office, 115 Broadway, New York 
Works, East Cambridge, Mass. 


Branch Offices in all Principal Cities 
B 279.2 
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INCLEMENT WEATHER STOPS WORK 





TOLEDO, Ohio, Jan. 17.—Work in the 
Central West field is almost at a stand- 
still, owing to heavy rains and high water 
followed by zero weather, Streams 
throughout the cil region are far above 
their normal stage and many are flooding 
the lowlands. The Maumee and Sandusky 
Rivers in Ohio are running wild, and in 
Indiana, the Wabash, White, Patoka and 
other streams emptying into the Wabash 
are at high water mark, and thousands 
of families have been compelled to move 
to higher ground. .The same conditions 
prevail in the Illinois field, where the 
streams are out of their banks. 

In the Cleveland (Ohio) field, in Cuya- 
hoga County, there is no letup in work, 
although it is no longer confined to the 
town-lot drilling, but is spreading out into 
several townships. Oil is more sought 
after at this time than gas. 

In Brooklyn Township, C. M. Root has 
drilled in his test on the N. Heim farm, 
Section 18, and secured a 15-bbl. pumper. 
The top of the sand was found at 2,788 
feet, and drilled to 61 feet in, to a total 
depth of 2,849 feet. The well has been 
connected to the pipe line. The Rocky 
River Development Co.’s test on the 
southeast corner of the Joseph Biddulph 
farm, in the southeast quarter of Section 
19, same Township, is a good gas well. 
The top of the sand was found at 2,820 
feet and drilled 53 feet in, to a depth of 
2,873 feet, 

Few completions were made in the Lima 
fields of Northwestern Ohio during the 
week. The best well of the week was the 
Ohio Fuel Co.’s No. 13 on the Mercer & 
Carlin farm, Section 12, Liberty Township, 
Wood County, which pumped 40 bbls. In 
the Prairie Depot field, in Montgomery 
Township, the same company’s No. 13 on 
the southwest corner of the D. E. Jack- 
son farm, Section 27, pumped 7 bbls. 

In Liberty Township, William Stitt has 
a salt water pumper in No. 19 on the J. 
B. Wagner farm, Section 13. The well will 
make a producer when the water is ex- 
hausted. 

In the Tiffin field, in Seneca Sounty, the 
Sun Co. is seeking to secure an exten- 
sion of 15 years to the oil lease on the 
Seneca County Infirmary farm. The lease 
still has eight years to run. During the 
week the county commissioners refused 
to extend the lease for an additional 15 
years. The lease is one of the most valu- 
able pieces of oil property in Seneca 
County, if not in the old Trenton Rock 
field, and has 17 wells and produces close 
to $10,000 worth of oil monthly. The 
county receives one-sixth of the oil. In 
this county, near Rising Sun, the Para- 
gon Refining Co. completed a dry hole on 
the L. Sackett farm, Section 31, which 
was drilled to a depth of 263 feet in the 
sand with no showing. T. F. O’Brien 
and others’ test on the southwest corner 
of the James Schoendorff farm, Section 2, 
pumped four bbls. The top of the sand 
was struck at 1,272 feet and drilled but 
14 feet into the sand. 

In Logan Township, Auglaize County, 
the Pleasant Valley Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 
11 on the northwest corner of the J. 
Alspaugh farm, Section 27, pumped 23 
bbls. 

In Amanda Township, Allen County, the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 8 on the southwest 
corner of the A. B. Moorman farm, Sec- 
tion 29, pumped 14 bbls. 

Indiana and Illinois. 

The only well reported from Indiana 

during the week was the Farmers Oil 


Section 10, Patoka Township,, Gibson 
County. A heavy dose of salt water was 
struck at 836 feet and the hole abandoned 
as worthless. 

No completions were reported during 
the week from the western section of Il- 
linois. In the deep-sand fields of Law- 
rence County, in Dennison Township, the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 29, on the southwest 
corner of the G. L. Ryan 120 acres, Sec- 
tion 35, pumped 75 bbls. from the Kirk- 
wood and Tracey sands at 1,675 feet. J. 
Davis and others’ test on the southwest 
corner of the S. Meagher farm, Section 5, 
was dry at 1,900 feet. 

In Petty Township, Lawrence County, 
the Silurian Oil Co.’s No. 26, on the north- 
west corner of the William Crump farm, 
Section 19, pumped 15 bbls. from the 
shallow Bridgeport sand at 1,019 feet, and 
the Bridgeport Oil Co.’s No. 24, on the 
Isaac Boyd farm, Section 30, produced 70 
bbls. from the shallow sand at 930 feet. 

In Honey Creek Township, Crawford 
County, Selby & Cissler’s No, 10, on the 
J. J. Ford farm, Section 6, pumped 15 
|bbIls. In Montgomery Township, J. J. and 
|\J. M. Cauley’s test on the northeast cor- 
ner of the John Hill farm, Section 21, 
pumped five bbls. 

In Licking Township, Crawford County, 
|Pemberton & Tarr’s test on the south- 
west corner of the S. J. Randolph farm, 
Section 12, pumped two bbls. 

Kentucky Field. 

Runs from the Kentucky field are grow- 
ing less during the cold weather. ‘Estill 
county makes the best showing of com- 
pleted work during the week, as there 
were three wells. This field has always 
been known as the Irvine field, but the 
pipe line station is known as Ravenna, in- 
stead of Irvine. The Wood Oil Co. 
drilled a second test on the William Mc- 
Intosh farm, and secured a 5-bbl. pumper. 
In the extreme north end of the field, 
the New Domain Oil & Gas Co. drilled in 
its third test on the William McKinney 
farm, and secured a gas well good for 
about 500,000 cubic feet, which comes in 
handy for fuel for further drilling opera- 
tions. No. 1 on this farm produced close 
to 200 bbls, and No. 2 about 190 bbls. when 
drilled in some weeks ago. Gaines & Mara 
cum drilled a dry hole in No. 7 on the 
W. A. Alexander farm. This firm is drill- 
ing a well at Station Camp. Berry and 
others are near the pay sand on the 
James A. Wallace farm, as are Gibson and 
others on another farm of the same name. 
The Williams Oil Co. is in the sand on 
the Thornton Tyree farm. 

In the Busseyville field, in Lawrence 
County, the Ohio Fuel Oil Co.’s test on 
the W. M. Taylor farm, pumped but two 
bbls. from the Berea sand. 

Thousands Are Abandoned. 

It is most remarkable the great num- 
ber of oil producing wells that have been 
abandoned in the old Trenton Rock fields 
of Northwestern Ohio and Indiana, and if 
the number would produce one barrel a 
day each at prevailing prices of oil at the 
wells, they would accumulate a fortune in 
a short period. According to records to 
the close of 1915, the abandoned wells in 
the two States numbered 36,163, of which 
18,278 were in the Ohio end and 17,885 in 
the Indiana end. Averaging the number 
of feet of .casing at 420 feet to the well, 
would require 15,185,460 feet of pipe— 
enough for a pipe line over 2,875 miles in 
length. Much of the pipe has been util- 
ized in the drilling of wells in the two 
fields, although the bulk of it has been 
shipped to the Oklahoma-Kansas fields, 





Co.’s No. 35 on the C. T. Emerson farm, 


while some went to Ilinois and other 
fields. 





LOCATIONS IN IRVINE POOL. 





IRVINE, Ky., Jan. 15.—Haynes and 
others have made a location on the James 
Tipton farm near the Old Furnace. The 
machine is now being moved to the loca- 
tion. Root & Duff have made a location 
on the Baylus McIntosh farm, adjoining 
the Mapel Oil Co.’s property, and will 
start drilling immediately. The Mapel Oil 
Co. has located its No. 8 on the Mapel 
tract. McClintock & Ellis have made two 
locations on leases recently secured in 
this field, and have ordered material for 
the wells. This firm is among the more 
recent operators to enter the field within 
the past few days. 

There are many wells now under way 
located several miles from the present 
producing area of the field and the com- 
pletion of these wells within the next few 
weeks is likely to see the producing limits 
of the field extended for several miles, 
and when some tests are made to the 
deeper formations, which will naturally 
follow, it would not be surprising to see 
some of these deeper formations prove 
equally as productive or even more so, in 
both oil and gas, than the shallow sands. 
This has been the history of practically 
every oil country. 

Among the celebrities of the oil indus- 
try who have visited Irvine since last 
report are: W. K. White, Bowling Green, 
0.; J. W. McKee, Butler, Pa.; R. A. Van- 
camp, Indianapolis, Ind.; S. T. Mattock, 
Winchester, Ky.; J. W. Kekley, Newark, 
O.; A. E. Baldwin, Bridgeport, Ill.; How- 
ard Bister, Clarksburg, W. Va.; J. M. 
Mildren, Cleveland, O.; J. H. Sharp, Lan- 
caster, O.; Smith Whan, Parkersburg, W. 
Va.; F. D. Wood, Bradford, Pa.; W. H. 
Duncan Toledo, O. R. C. Snyder, Monti- 
cello, Ky.; J. K. Worrell, Richmond, Ky.; 
Lee Bean and family, from Oklahoma, 
and C, A. Sandles, Cleveland, O. J. A. G. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONGRESSMAN 
OBJECTS TO TAX ON GASOLINE. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15.—Repre- 
sentative Beales. of Pennsylvania, has de- 
livered in the House a speech in opposi- 
tion to any tax on gasoline. 

“In addition to the request by the Pres- 
ident for the reenactment of the present 
so-called war tax he also asks, among 
other things, for a tax on automobiles, 
internal-explosive engines, gasoline, and 
stamps on checks. To all these I register 
my protest, the same as I have done and 
will against any direct tax upon our 
people,’”’ said Mr. Beales. 


“Automobiles are no longer a luxury, 
but a necessity, especially in the rural 
communities. In my district, as in most 
of the Congressional districts of the coun- 
try, there are many farmers who own 
automobiles, not especially for the pleas- 
ure which they derive from their use but 
as a means of transportation for their 
produce to markets and railways. The 
explosive engine comes under the same 
head of a necessity, especially to the 
farmer, and the proposed tax of 50 cents 
per horsepower is not only an imposition 
but a direct internal tax upon labor. As 
gasoline is absolutely necessary to both 
automobiles and explosive engines, to my 
way of thinking, it also is a thing of ne- 
cessity, and the owners of automobiles or 
explosive engines should not have the 
added burden of.being required to pay 
this additional tax upon the power which 
drives the motors which are so essential 
to the everyday agricultural and business 
life. This tax on practically all the mod- 
ern labor-saving devices on the farm.” 





C. E. K. 





ALIENATION OF LANDS 
SUBJECT OF DECISION. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 14.—The 
State Supreme Court this week decided 
an interesting point in the law of Con- 
gress as to alienation of Indian lands. The 
opinion is by Justice Sharp and follows 
closely a former opinion by him in the 
same case reaching the same conclusion. 
The arguments on rehearing probably led 
to amplification of the doctrine set forth 
in the original opinion. It was stated that 
Justice Hardy will file a dissenting opnion. 

The case was that of J. H. Brdaer vs. 
Rachel James (nee Reeves), appelaed from 
Choctaw County. Many briefs were filed 
in this case by interested attorneys as 
friends of the court. The opinion of the 
Supreme Court affirms the decision of the 
lower court. The situation is fully ex- 
plained in the syllabus: 


Syllabus of Opinion. 


Section 22 of the Act of Congress of 
April 26, 1906 (34 State, a. L. 137, ch. 
1876) giving to the adult heirs of any de- 
ceased Indian of either of the Five Civil- 
ized Tribes whose selection has been 
made, or to whom a deed or patent has 
been issued for his or her share of the 
land of the tribe to which he or she be- 
longs or belonged, authority to sell and 
convey the lands inherited from such de- 
cedent, but which further’ provides, ‘‘All 
conveyances made under this provision by 
heirs who are fullblood Indians are to be 
subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, under such rules and reg- 
ulations as he may prescribe,’’ renders 
void a deed to inherited lands, whether 
surplus or homestead, allotted during the 
lifetime of a deceased fullblood Choctaw 
who died prior to the date of the passage 
of the act, where the heir, on Aug. 17, 
1907, without obtaining the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior to such con- 
veyance. 

The title to the lands in controversy 
being, at the date of the passage of the 
Act of April 26, 1906, in the defendant in 
error any conveyance thereafter made by 
her was controlled by the law then in 
force; and as such law provided that a 
conveyance by a fullblood Indian heir was 
subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, and such approval not 
having been secured, the deed was void. 

Congress, in pursuance of the long- 
established policy of the Government, has 
a right to determine for itself when the 
guardianship which has been maintained 
over the Indian shall cease. 


Can Impose Limitations. 


Congress, in the exercise of its consti- 
tutional authority, and while the guar- 
dianship relation over fullblood Indians 
continues, may impose restrictions on 
fullblood Indian heirs, requiring that con- 
veyances by them of inherited allotted 
lands be approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior; and this, notwithstanding the 
restrictions imposed by prior legislation 
have expired by limitation, or by the 
death of the allottee. 

The Acts of Congress of July 1, 1902 
(32 Stat. a. I. 641, ch. 834), April 26, 1906 
(34 Stat. a, L. 137), June 16, 1906 (34 Stat. 
a. L. 267, ch. 3336) and May 27, 1908 (35 
Stat. a. L. 312, ch. 199), pertaining to the 
affairs of the Chickasaw and Choctaw 
Indians, and the Enabling Act, evince no 
intention on the part of the United States 
to discontinue or surrender, but on the 
contrary to continue its relation of guar- 
dianship over fullblood Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Indians, in respect to the 
ee by them of inherited allotted 

nds. 


The rights of fullblood Choctaws, who 
were made citizens of the United States 
by the Act of March 3, 1901 (31 Stat. 2. L. 
1447, ch. 868), with all the rights privi- 
leges and immunities of such citizens, 
were not unconstitutionally impaired by 
the Act of April 26, 1906, Par. 22, imposing 
restrictions upon the alienation by them 
of inherited allotted lands, notwithstad- 
ing that prior to the passage of the act 
the lands so inherited, or a part thereof, 
may have been free of all restrictions. 











WE BUILD STORAGE TANKS—ANY KIND, ANY SIZE 
ALL SIZES IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 








PLANTS 
Springfield, Mo. 
Aurora, Mo. 
Joplin, Mo. 




















Weare Fabricators and Builders of 


REFINERIES and TANKAGE 


UNITED IRON WORKS COMPANY, IOLA, KANSAS 


A. B. CONLEY, Mid-Continent Represen tative, Hotel Tulsa, Tulsa, Okla. 








PLANTS 
Tola, Kans. 
Pittsburg, Kans. 
Independence, Kans. 




















= = =m he oe ok 


om 82 FR Oe PAR oe St Om 


= oOo = — st om 


ona 


=o oc 


= 





January 20, 1916. 





19 





THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 





CALIFORNIA 


OPERATIONS 


By C. H. GILMAN. 








CITY WANTS UNMIXED GAS. 





LOS ANGELES, Jan, 15.—The City! 
Council of Les Angeles is still fighting! 
for 2 gas ordinance calling for unadul-}| 
terated natural gas, unmixed with the) 
manufactured product, and 
gas rates,’’ and while the controversy has 
been on for several months, it has. within 
the past few days assumed a spirit that 
may eventually lead to résults. 

In a recent message to the Council. 
Mayor Sebastian called attention to th 
fact that a great amount of natural gas 
was going to waste in the oil fields of 
this State, stating that while rate-making | 
powers are within the province of the, 
State Railroad Commission, the local 
Utilities Board retains control of service, | 
ete, He suggested that the council adopt | 
an ordinance compelling the gas com-| 
panies to supply the natural product en- 
tirely. 

President Lane and other members of 
the Utilities Board stand ready to co-op- 
erate in every way to compel the com- 
panies to supply natural gas, if it can 
legally be done. r. Lane states that 
this particular point has never yet been 
passed upon by the State Railroad Com- 
mission, and that so far as he knows, no 
court decisions have been rendered in the 
matter. 

Councilwoman Mrs. Estella Lindsey 
yesterday presented the following resolu- 
tions at a meeting of the City Council: 

“Whereas; It appears that large quan- 
tities of natural gas are going to waste 
at our doors, and the consumers of the 
city are paying 60 cents per J,000 feet 
for adulterated gas of inferior quality to 
natural gas; and, 

“Whereas, It is not unreasonable to de- 
mand that the consumers of the city be 
served with natural gas; and, 

“Whereas, The public is entitled to 
any advancement in the gas situation in 
the State; therefore, be it 

“Resolved that the City Council instruct 
the city attorney to draft an ordinance 
compelling the companies to serve natural 
gas.”’ 

Assistant City Attorney Robertson ex- 
pressed some doubt as to whether the city 
legally can enact an ordinance compelling 
the supplying of natural gas. He stated 
that no precedent had been established 
and that before any final decision was 
made a thorough investigation should be 
gone into. The State Railroad Commis- 
sion is expected to soon pass upon the 
matter, and the question’ of compelling 
the gas companies to supply the natural 
product will rest largely upon their decis- 
ion. 

: With due regard to all parties concerned, 
it is well to know that the largest part of 
the natural gas coming into Los Angeles 
is brought from the Midway field, 125 miles 
distant, through a mountainous country, 
and the pipe lines are subjected to heavy 
storms during the winter months, often 
being put out of comimsison through 
washouts, ete. It is for this reason, the 
8as companies argue that an artificial 
Plant must be maintained in case of 
emergency. 

_ About the only available gas, except- 
ing some 2,500,000 feet from the Salt 
Lake field, used by the Economic Gas Co., 
is that from the Whittier-Fullerton field, | 
Produced by the Standard Oil Co. on their} 
Murphy properties. Much of this is now 
being utilized in Orange County towns. 

Filed Report. 

The report of the State Mining Bureau 
States that activity in the oil fields 
showed no abatement during the first 
week of the new year, the deputies be- 
ing busy in all parts of the State. Ten 
new wells are noted as drilling, all being 
In the San Joaquin Valley, in the Mid- 
Way-Sunset and Lost Hills fields. The 
companies engaged in both marketing and 
Producing oil report seven of the ten 
wells, which is nearly the same proportion 
as has prevailed during the past five 
months. This drilling activity of the 
marketing concerns is not in proportion 
with ther total work of past years, and 
'S Probably due to the fact that they are 
more sensitive to the upward trend in oil 
Prices and better prepared to quickly re- 
Spond, 
arte the enumeration of new wells 
ae €s the most pleasant reading, it must 
n ‘0 be noted that there is a considerable 

Umber of wells reported abandoned, 





“at natural 








Which means the wiping out of invested 


capital. As California oil wells are ex- 
pensive to drill, they must be exceptional- 
ly productive or long-lived to be profit- 
able, and the minimizing of such loss as 
abandonment is the aim of the engineer- 
ing work of the State bureau. 

The detailed report of operations for 
the week ending January 8, 1916, is as 
follows: 

New Drilling Wells. 
Ss. T. R. Co. and No. Well. District. 
13-26-20 Lost Hills Dev. Co. 3d..Lost Hills 
19-26-21 Lost Hills Dev. Co. 7d..Lost Hills 
13-26-20 Associated Cil Co., 13...Lost Hills 
26-31-22 General Pet. Co. (two), 


CU EE were be wa ce Midway 

4-32-23 Standard Oil Co., 7..... Midway 
35-31-22 Associated O. Co. (two), 

citys anwaedere dg at's Midway 

16-32-24 Pet. Midway, Ltd., 4...Midway 

4-11-23 Union Oil Co., 4........ Sunset 


Test of Water Shut Off. 

9-27-21 Standard Oil Co., 47....Lost Hills * 
12-20-15 Coalinga Mohawk, 4....Coalinga 
14-19-15 Shell Oil Co., 4........ Coalinga 
35-31-22 Associated Oil Co., 33..Midway 
31-28-28 Peerless Oil Co., 49....Kern River 
4-29-28 Associat’'d (two), 39, 3b.Kern River 
19-30-22 Associated (two), 1, 53.McKittrick 
15- 3-10 Union Oil Co, 3....... W. Coyote 
24- 3-11 Standard Oil Co., 24....W. Coyote 
20- 3-10 Standard Oil Co., 14....W. Coyote 
4- 3-19 Montebello Oil Co Bardsdale 
32- 9-33 Western Union Oil Co., 

53 -Santa Maria 














Newlove Union Oil Co., 34... .-Santa Maria 
Newlove Union Oil Co., 14....... Santa Maria 
Wells to Redrill. 

18-20-15 American Pet. Co., 31..Coalinga 
34-31-23 Union Oil Co., 7........ Midway 
13- 4-25 Cal. Reliance Oil Co....Carpenteria 
Newlove Union Oil Co., 12......Santa Maria 
19- 9-33 New Pa. Pet. Co., 4....Santa Maria 
Wells Abandoned. 
4-32-23 Midway Consolidated, 3.Midway 
4-29-28 Associated Oil Co., 9...Kern River 
13-20-21 Associated (three), 12, : 
Se een ee po eanne ere McKittrick 
West Coast Oil Co., 50..Salt Lake 
Government Trials. 


The celebrated ‘‘fraud’’ cases of the 
Government versus Southern Pacific Rail- 
road will be begun in the United States 
District Court in this city January 19, Al- 
bert Schoonover and E. J. Justice repre- 
senting the Government. The case will 
be tried before Judge B. F. Bledsoe. Be- 
sides the Southern Pacific, about 100 
companies and individuals are defendants. 
Approximately 50,000 acres of alleged oil 
lands in the Lost Hills, McKittrick, Mid- 
way and Sunset fields are involved in the 
present case. The land under dispute 
was granted by the Government to de- 
fendant in 1894, in consideration of which 
the company constructed a branch line 
from its main line through the San Joa- 
quin Valley to Alcalde. It was patented 
to the railroad in accordance with the 
act of 1866, giving the company alternate 
sections of land on each side of the rail- 
road, extending 20 miles on each side, 
but provided that no mineral lands, other 
than coal or iron, should be filed upon 
by the company. -It is alleged that in 
filing upon the land, the Southern Pacific 
made affidavit that the land was non- 
mineral in character, The government 
alleges fraud was perpetrated in that the 
lands were mineral, being oil-bearing. 

All told, there are said to be some- 
thing like 150,000 acres of land involved 
in the ‘“fraud’”’ cases, representing an es- 
timated valuation of $600,000,000. 

Fullerton Field. 

Although blessed with the finest im- 
proved roads in the world leading to the 
Fullerton fields, inside the field proper 
heavy trucks and autos, as a result of 
the recent rains, have sadly demoralized 
traffis among the wells, but there is evi- 
dence of much new work starting, espe- 
cially in the district generally designated 
as the East Coyote, located centrally, a 
little north, between the east and west 
La Habra developments, on the Anaheim 
Union, Hualde, Stearns and Tosseau 
leases. 

No. 14 of the Amalgamated Oil Co. on 
the Hualde lease, brought in on Satur- 
day, is improving each day and a visit 
to the location yesterday showed it to be 
making nearly 700 bbls. a day. The oil is 
25 gravity and perfectly free from water. 
This location is proving one of the best 
in the field, and a number of wells are 
being drilled by the Amalgamated, Stan- 
dard and Union. A new location is being 
made and material is on the ground for a 
rig by the Amalgamated. 

In the Placentia district, the Quintuple 
Oil Co. is still drilling through the cement 
in Well No. 2. There is much oil in the 
hole, and indications are that the well will 
be a good one. No. 3, drilling, is about 
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stated that the Standard is making the 
location for another well on their lease 
adjoining the Quintuple on the west. No. 
1 well on this lease is still holding up a 
good production. 

The Standard is now contracting for 
heavy oil in this district, and as there 
is much of this on the emulsion order, the 
company is planning to build a “clean- 
ing”’ plant capable of handling 1,500 bbls. 
a day. 

The Pittsburg-Pacific - Oil Co., which 
drilled two holes just east of the proven 
field, losing both at a depth of 2,000 feet 
on account of hard formation, has dis- 
mantled, torn down the derrick and de- 
serted the location. ‘There is still hope 
that some company will have the courage 
—and the finances—to follow up the oil 
formation in this direction. 

La Habra Valley. 


In the LaHabra Valely the Amalgamat- 
ed Oil Co. finished well No. 14 on the 
Hualde lease, north of Fullerton. Its 
depth was 3,287 feet; production 600 bbls. 
a day. AJl the wells completed in this 
district are holding up remarkably, the 
Standard and Union wells on adjoining 
leases, completed some weeks ago, show- 
ing only a small decline. 

A report states that a test will be 
drilled by the Union Oil Co]. in the Bel- 
ridge field, where the company recently} 
secured about 350 acres of promising | 
land. It is located in deep territory, but 
with favorable drilling formation, as test) 
wells drilled in the district show that) 
3,000 feet of hole can be made open.and| 
that the average well can be finished to 
4,000 feet, with but two strings of casing. 
The new well will be located on Section 
36 and will be started in a short time 
with standard tools. Much new work, it 
is stated, will be started by the Union. 

Dudley Brothers, discoverers of the 
Lost Hills field, are planning a great 
amount of new work in that district for 
the coming year, having already a num- 
ber of old wells in readiness for deepen- 
ing. The district has developed a second 
sand which is proving more productive 
than the top sand, and a number of wells 
are being deepened in consequence. As @ 
great part of the oil produced in this dis- 
trict ranges about 33 gravity, the latest 
market quotation gives it an increase 
over old prices of 4 cents per barrel, or 
59 cents. 

It is stated by a geologist here that the 
test well being drilled by D. W. Griffith 
near San Fernando has about “pointed 
out” at 1,200 feet, and only a new hole 
will be able to make a fair test of the 
territory. The geological conditions are 
very favorable according to expert ad- 
vice. 

The Fulton 
at Maricopa, under the 
M. Reeves, formerly of Coalinga, has 
entered into active preparation to 
build up its production. The property 
has been leased for a term of years by 
the Amity Oil Co. and energetic efforts 
will be put forth to bring up the stan- 
dard of production to its greatest ca- 
pacity. Of 33 wells on the property, only 
14 are in commission, many of which can 
be improved to almost double their pres- 
ent output, while there is a prospect of 
bringing back many of those now idle. 

The Piacerita Oil Co. (Dr. Melton and 
associates of Pasadena), drillers of the 
gas well in the San Fernando hills, is 
completing arrangements for drilling 
its second well. There is considerable gas 
shut in in the old well, and the prospec- 
tors believe they have discovered an ex- 
tensive gas field. 

The Big Merger. 

The newspapers are boiling over with 
reports from New York regarding the im- 
mense oil merger in which it is stated the 
Mexican Petroleum Co. is to be the nu- 
cleus around which the Associated Oil 
Co., Union Oil Co. and their allied inter- 
ests are to form a gigantic combination 
representing a capitalization of $150,000,- 
000 placing the company on a pinacle high 
above anything ever attempted in the 
history of the oil industry. 

E. L. Doheny will be at the head of the 
merger. It is stated that the terms have 
all been agreed upon and that all that 
now remains is for the different com- 
panies to come forward and attach their 
necessary signatures to the legal docu- 
ments. 

The California Petroleum Corporation, 
the holding company of Doheny’s Califor- 








& Road Oil Co. 
management of 


Fuel 


nia interests—the American Petroleum 
Co., California Petroleum Co., ete., will 
not be included in the merger. There is 


a reason for this, it is said, and that is 


and this contract does not expire until 
1920. There is talk of bringing about 
some consolidation of the members of the 
Agency, but before this can be done there 
must be a dissolution of that organization. 

Realizing that he had made a bad move 
in joining the Agency, Mr. Doheny, in or- 
ganizing the California Petroleum Cor- 
poration some years ago, made a strong 
appeal to that organization to be released, 
but the members had not forgotten that 
as an inducement to get him within the 
fold he had been guaranteed an assured 
price of not less than 50 cents per barrel 
for his oil for a stated time, and this con- 
dition remained in force while many of 
them were receiving but 30 cents. Under 
these circumstances they refused to let 
him out. 

There are still many people who refuse 
to take this merger business seriously, 
believing that some stock-jobbing scheme 
is at the bottom of it all. Possibly no oil 
field in the world has witnessed as many 
promotion projects that have come to 
nothing as has California, and this may 
account for the lack of confidence. 





As mentioned in a previous letter, John 


Garrigues, treasurer of the Union Oil Co., 
who has bitterly opposed any merger of 
that company, and who put up a stiff 
fight against what he termed the Stewart 
domination of affairs, was ousted from 
his position at a meeting of the executive 
committee on Thursday, and W. L. Stew- 
art, president, appointed to the vacancy. 
Mr. Garrigues was requested to tender his 
resignation early in the proceedings, but 
this he refused to do, when the order for 
him to evacuate was promulgated and put 
into effect. 5 

The removal of Mr. Garrigues, it is 
stated, came as a result of the opinion 
and sentiment of .a number of the large 
stockholders who believe that harmony 
can only prevail through the weeding out 
of its disgruntled officers. Mr. Garrigues 
was appointed treasurer of the company 
about two years ago, being named as the 
representative of bondholders on the ex- 
ecutive board. Control of the company 
still remains with the Stewarts, who are 
the largest stockholders of the Union 
Provident and United Petroleum com- 
panies which carry the control of the 
Union Oil Co. 
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DUSTER IN PANUCO FIELD. 





TAMPICO, Mexico, Jan. 11.—One com- 
pletion, a failure, and the prospect of 
some five more strings to commence op- 
erating at Topila and Panuco, sums the 
more interesting features of the past week 
in the Mexican fields. The completion be- 
longs to the Mexican Gulf Oil Co., its No. 





1 Gonzales (Alamo), being abandoned at 
3.046 feet in the Panuco field. That this 
test would prove a disappointment has 
been generally recognized by operators 
familiar with the Panuco field, when the 
test failed to get the pay before the 2,800- 
foot level was reached, but at that, the 
test was unique, inasmuch as the show- 
ing of salt water was not encountered 
until after 3,000 feet was passed, and then 
the briny was not abundant. White lime- 
stone characterized the strata encoun- 
tered in major degree from the 2,700-foot 
level. 

Pan-American Oil Co. will commence 
drilling a new test on the Don Juan ere 
this month is out, it is announced, the 
company’s No. 1 on the lease (a Decem- 
ber completion of worth) encouraging fur- 
ther operations. Cia. La Universal con- 
tinues getting material to its location 14 
kilometers southwest of the town of Pa- 
nuco; and Victoria Oil Co. has resumed 
drilling on No. 1 Magaubes, the drill be- 
ing 1,615 feet at this writing. Other drill- 
ing operations in the field are epitomized 
as follows: R. E. Brooks interests No. 1 
Los Chotes is in the limestone at 1360 
feet. Cia. Petroleo La Nacional, No. 1 
Guzman, parted 10-inch when it propared 
to resume drilling, and is running in steel 
nipple, preparing to get the pipe together 
again. This test shut down a year ago 
at 960 feet. El Vado Oil Fields, Ltd., is 
drilling in limestone at 2,797 feet. E. F. 
Simms’ No. 1 Gonzales (the offset to Pan- 
American) is drilling in grey shale at 
1,190 feet. Cia. Petroleo El Espino’s No. 1 
Salvasuchi, is drilled 1,110 feet; shale and 
limestone; and is shut down temporarily, 
waiting for 8-inch. 

In the Topila field Mexican Fuel Co.’s 
No. 7 Santa Fe is setting 8-inch at 2,060 
feet. La Corona Petroleum Co.’s No. 10 
Topila is under-reaming at 2,175 feet, and 
its No. 11 is drilling in limestone at 2,440 
feet. Penn-Mex Fuel Co.’s No. 1 Pala- 
cho is drilling in hard grey shale at 2,900 
feet. Cia. Explotadora de Topila’s. No, 1, 
Lot 9, has resumed drilling with good 
showing for a well. The drill is 2,342 feet. 
Cia. Petroleo La Argentina de Topila, 
also on Lot 9, is a derrick, and this is 
also true of Cia. Margines de Panuco, No. 
1 Lot 10, the latter being an offset to the 
explotadora test. 

Miscellaneous Tests. 


In the Southern oil fields Mexican Eagle 
Oil Co. has one string of tools running, 
No. 22 Tannuijo. Zaleta Marr Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Zaleta Marr, a test that has been 
standing at 2,200 feet for some two years, 
is reported preparing to resume. Hidalgo 
Petroleum Co. No. 1 La Calla is shut down 
waiting for a boiler. Cia. Mexicana de 
Petroleo (Vincent et al) No. 1, Lot 8, 
Tepetate, is drilled to a nominal depth, 
surface casing set, and test shut down 
temporarily. 





that they can not be severed from their 
alliance with the Independent Agency, 


At El Cerito, on the Panuco River, 


Mexicon ‘Fuel Co.’s No. 2 El Cerito, had 

a cave at 500 feet and is now cleaning 

hole preparatory to setting 12%4-inch. 
Orders of Government. 

Under date of Dec. 31, the Department 
of Fomento has issued the following or- 
der, which is self explanatory: 

‘It having been brought to the atten- 
tion of this department that the various 
petroleum companies make use of Eng- 
lish terms in addressing the department 
in regard to various matters pertaining 
to the exploitation and products obtained, 
and, taking into consideration: 

“That the official language in Mexico 
is Spanish; 

“That the metric decitnal system is offi- 
cial in Mexico; ‘ 

“That there s no reason whatever for 
the adoption for Mexico of a fractional 
temperature (15.560 degrees) for the es- 
tablished temperature of petroleum, it 
being more rational to adopt 20 degrees C. 
(centigrade) as the established tempera- 
ture, as 20 is a complete number and fa- 
cilitates calculation, the mean tempera- 
ture of the petroleum region being also 
near 20 degrees C. (20 to 24 degrees C.); 

“That in order to be consistent with 
the system generally adopted as a unit, 
the temperature of the water in Mexico 
should be taken as 4 degrees C.; 

“That, it being assumed that there will 
be no difficulty in the flow of the oil of the 
density shown by a Baume hydrometer at 
30-60 F., at the corresponding weight spec- 
ified, taking 20 degrees C. as the estab- 
lished temperature, this department has 
resolved upon the following: 

“First. In all cases, solicitations, peti- 
tions, memoranda, letters and plans sent 
to this department relative to the petrol- 
eum industry, use will have to be made of 
the Spanish language and the metric sys- 
tem of measures, to the exclusion of any 
other language or system of measures. 

“In substitution of the Baume indica- 
tion, the density of the petroleum should 
be expressed in the weight specified (gram 


unit of weight) taking 20 degrees C. as the! 


temperature of the oil and 4 degrees C. as 
the temperature of the water. 

“The volume shall be expressed in cubic 
meters. 

“In regard to the unit or total volume, 
the weight should be expressed in tons. 

“Second. All petroleum companies are 
forbidden to use signs, notices or other in- 
scriptions (except their company name) 
which have up to this time been employed 
by the different interests and offices in any 
language different from the Spanish. In- 
spectors have authority to order that all 
such signs, notices and inscriptions which 
infringe upon this order be taken down 
within a reasonable time. 

“Third: All companies and private par- 
ties will be subject to the present circular, 
which will become effective upon its pub- 
lication for the third time in the official 
newspaper, El Constitucionalista. 

“All papers and documents sent to this 
department, which do not comply with the 
provisions of this circular, will be returned 
to the signers, or proceedings on the same 
will be indefinitely suspended.” 

Mexican Notes. 

Transcontinental Petroleum Co. (Mes- 





tres) is reported to have sold to the Stan- 


dard Oil Co. of New Jersey, for 1916 deliy- 
ery, 1,000,000 bbls. of Panuco crude. The 
purchase price was not made public. De- 
livery has already commenced. 

Interior Nav-gation Co, (Barbour) is con- 
structing at Lake Charles, La., an addi- 
tional towboat of. the Mississippi River 
|type, to be used in towing oil on the 
Panuco River. The new towboat will be 
about 700 horsepower, will be fitted with 
;compound engines, and will be modern in 
all respects. The company now owns and 
|operates the towboat, Major Slack. 
| Tampico-Panuco Valley Railroad has 
steel now laid within three kilometers of 
jits Panuco station. No announcement as 
to the inauguration of service by the 
|company has been made at this writing. 
| Tampico and Panuco are now connect- 
ed by an automobile road, a ferry facili- 
tating crossing the Topila River at To- 
| pila. This road was constructed by Wil- 
liam Largey and A. W. Campbell, of the 
|Freeport & Mexican Fuel Oil Corpora- 
, tion and the National Oil Co., respect- 
jively. The major companies interested in 
both the Topila and Panuco fields are pre- 
paring to send down automobiles for their 
respective uses, aiming to do away (du- 
ring dry weather, at least) with the ex- 
pensive launches required for the use of 
managers and field superintendents trav- 
eling between Tampico and the two fields 
in question. 


CREDIT BALANCES ARE 
NOW SELLING AT $1.25. 


The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. on Thursday 
posted an advance of 5 cents in the credit 
balance quotations covering Oklahoma 
and Kansas oil, making the present 
|price $1.25. 








1ATE NEWS OF BUTLER AND 
KAY COUNTY OPERATIONS. 





EL DORADO, Kan., Jan. 19.—At Au- 
gusta, Butler County, the National Re- 
fining Co. in Section 8-28-4, is six feet in 
the sand found at 2,517 feet. The hole 
| filled 800 feet with fluid. This is 110 feet 
, deeper than the sand in other wells one- 
quarter mile north of the big producer on 
Starns farm. It.is drilling in a hard 
formation. Benedum & Trees on Myers 
farm, Section 3-28-4, is 11 feet in a new 
sand found at 2,592 feet. The well is be- 
ing tubed. 

The Paramount Oil Co. paid $63,000 for 
the southeast quarter of Section 31-25-5. 
A 1,500-foot dry holes offsets one-half 
jmile south of the oil well on the Stapleton 
{farm. At Blackwell, Heberling & Co. on 
|the Brooks farm, in the southeast quarter 
‘of Section 29, are five feet in sand found 





at 3,300 feet. The well is spraying oil. It 
is located one-half mile northeast of pro- 
| duction. R. H. W. 


J M. CARNEY, EXPLOSIVE VICTIM, 
DIES OF INJURIES SUSTAINED. 





James M. Carney of Skiatook, Okla., who 
was injured by a boiler explosion on the 
Barnsdall lease west of that place, on 
Jan. 12, died last Sunday from the effects. 
He was brought to a hospital in this city, 
following the explosion. Alton Taylor, in- 
jured at the same time and place, was 
also brought here for treatment. He will 
recover. Carney was 45 years old. He 
was foreman of the lease whereon ie re- 
ceived his fatal injuries. His wiie and 
two sons survive. The body was shipped 
to Littleton, W. Va., for. burial. 


STORM IN CALIFORNIA 
LEVELS 400 DERRICKS. 


BAKERSFIELD, Cal., Jan. 17.—About 
four hundred oil derricks in the San Joa- 
quin Valley were blown down, and dam- 
age estimated at one-half million dollars 
was done by a high wind that swept wha 
are known as the West Side fields for 
three hours today. ; 

Tanks throughout the district were dis- 
mantled and one boiler blew up. No 1088 
of life was reported. : 

Ranging north from Twenty-five Hill 
half a mile west of Taft, virtually every 
lease suffered severely. The damage at 
tained its height in the McKittrick field, 
where estimates were that 90 per cent. of 
the derricks were down. 

Nearly every stream and river in South- 
ern California was flooded as the result of, 
rain which has been falling almost con 
tinuously since Saturday night. 
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-NEWS OF CANADIAN FIELDS 


By WILLIAM E. PARK. 














REFINERY WILL BE AT REGINA. 





CHATHAM, Ont., Jan. 14.—It is an- 
nounced that the city of Regina, in Sas- 
katchewan, has been definitely selected 
as the location of the Imperial Oil Co.'s 
new Western Canada refinery. This re- 
finery is designed to serve the prairie 
Provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, though Western Alberta is to 
some extent served from the Pacific Coast 

lant. 
Oth: company about a month ago se- 
cured an option on a portion of the Mc- 
Innis farm at approximately $1,000 an 
acre. The site selected comprises 55 acres 
of Section 32, lying between Winnipeg 
Strect and the Bulyea branch of the 
c. P. R. It is stated that close to a mil- 
lion dollars will be spent on this refinery 
plant; but it is probable that there figures 
cover proposed extensions that are still in 
the distant future. The site lies to the 
northeast of ‘Regina, just beyond the city 
limits, and has good railway facilities. 

It is understood that the necessary 
buildings and tanks will be completed this 
year to make a start on a moderate scale, 
and that, in accordance with the custom- 
ary policy of the company, extensions and 
improvements to the plant will be made 
as rapidly as the business justifies. The 
Imperial Oil Co. headquarters at Toronto 
intimated a few weeks ago that the refin- 
ery was in a measure experimental, and 
that only a compartively small plant 
would be operated at first. 

The project has been under considera- 
tion for several months, and it is under- 
stood options were secured on a number 
of sites in various parts of Western Can- 
ada. Regina is about 100 miles north of 
the international boundary, and 400 miles 
from the Calgary field, which is the near- 
est Canadian oil field with any possibili- 
ties of production. It is about the same 
distance from the Wyoming State line as 
from Calgary. 

There has been some talk of a pipe line 
from the Wyoming fields to the new re- 
finery, but it is understood that this proj- 
ect is still in the distant future. The Im- 
perial Oil Co.’s Sarnia refinery is supplied 
with crude oil from the Ohio fields by a 
Pipe line built a couple of years ago; its 
Pacific Coast refinery secures its crude by 
tankers from the Peruvian and other 
South American fields, and its projected 
Atlantic Coast refinery is to be supplied 
in the same way. The recent increase in 
the capital of the Imperial Oil Co. was 
designed in part to cover the establish- 
ment of this new plant, as well as exten- 
sions to its existing refineries. 

The Imperial Oil Co. at Sarnia is now 
completing a large addition to its me- 
chancal shop, where the boilers and tanks 
are constructed for the various stations 
and substations in all parts of Canada. 
The increase in the size of the plant is 
such that it will be possible to turn out 
considerably more oil and to handle larger 
orders. The boiler plant at Sarnia is one 
of the best equipped in Canada, and can 
handle any class of work from the build- 
ing of steam boilers to ship. work, and 
the construction of 40,000-bbl, tanks. 

Gasoline Prices Up. 


Canadian prices for gasoline have been 
steadily increasing, and now in most 
Places throughout Ontario motorists and 
other gasoline users are paying 35 cents 
Der imperial gallon.. This time a year ago 
the product sold from 16% to 18 cents a 
gallon, with prices ranging as high as 
21% cents later in the year. Increases in 
oils and greases are also anticipated. In 
Western Canada there was a pronounced 
Scarcity of gasoline this fall, the product 
Selling from 35 to 40 cents a gallan and 
even higher. As a result, the Dingman 
well in the Calgary field, which produces 
almost pure gasoline, and the small 
Southern Alberta refinery in the same dis- 
trict, with a erude capacity of 30 bbls. a 
day, have found a ready market for their 
entire output, 

Test Near Camrose. 


In Alberta the Meeting Creek Oils Co. 
Starting a test for oil near Camrose. 
ina outfit has been secured from Calgary, 
drilling will probable be started as 
Soon as the weather moderates. 

The Watts-Mowbray Oil & Gas Co. has 
gs formed by Thamesville men to carry 
Cou he tests in Howard Township, Kent 
ta nty. No. 1 well on the George Bishop 

Tm is near completion, and a location 


for No. 2 is being made on the William 
Challis farm about a mile north of the 
Bishop. The No. 1 shows some indica- 
tions of oil. Albert Randall, of Petrolia, 
is the drilling contractor, and George 
Clive, well known in the Kent and Okla- 
homa fields, is manager of the company. 
In Puslinch Township the Preston Oil & 
Gas Co. is still pegging away on the 
Neubauer farm. The No. 2 well-has been 
held up for ten days by a fishing job, 
which has just been completed. This hole 
is now down 2,500 feet, and it is stated 
that the pumpings from the bottom are 
charged with dark oil, with a strong odor. 


Edmonton Gas Project. 


The Coste-McLaws ‘syndicate, which 
has secured a franchise to supply the city 
of Edmonton with natural gas intends to 
pipe its supply from the Viking field if 
sufficient production can be developed 
there. This will require a pipe line of 
approximately 80 miles. The construction 
the pipe line will not be undertaken till 
the district around Viking is pretty thor- 
oughly tested; it is stated that the syndi- 
cate intends to drill between 12 and 20 
wells in order to try out all parts of the 
field. No. 1 well, drilled by the Edmonton 
Industrial Association, came in with a 
production of 9,000,000 cubic feet a day, 
but shortly after there was trouble with 
the hole, and the production was shut off, 
This well is still good for 3,000,000 cubic 
feet a day, however. The Coste-McLaws 
people are understood to have purchased 
the entire rights and properties of the 
Edmonton Industrial Association, includ- 
ing the No. 1 well. The first of the new 
wells are now being drilled. : 

In the event of the Viking field failing 
to produce sufficient gas, the company 
will probably pipe the gas from the Peli- 
can Rapids field in Northern Alberta, 
which has also been acquired. 

In addition to the pipe line, a local dis- 
tribution system will have to be con- 
structed. 


HOUSE PASSES FERRIS 
GENERAL LEASE BILL. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 17.—The 
House has passed the Ferris General 
Leasing Bill in the same form it was 
passed in the last Congress when it failed 
of passage in the Senate. It is in the ex- 
act language recommended by Secretary 
Lane. The bill gives to prospectors on 
640 acres of land within 10 miles of known 
oil land, a~patent to one-quarter of the 
land, if they find oil, and preferential 
right to lease the balance of the tract, and 
applies the same principle to tracts of 
2,560 acres beyond the 10-mile limit. 

It also allows operators on California 
Government oil land to lease the land 
they have been working, provided they 
surrender their claims to patents of the 
land. 

Representatives of the California oper- 
ators have asked for patents to the land 
they have been working, but this was re- 
fused by the House. An effort will be 
made to amend the bill in that respect by 
the Senate. Cc. B. K. 


FIVE SAILORS ARE DROWNED; 
ARTILLERY BOAT HITS TANKER. 





GALVESTON, Tex., Jan. 14.—Four out 
of five of a crew of a United States ar- 
tillery corps. distribution boat were 
drowned yesterday when the boat was run 
down by the American tank steamer 
Charles E. Harwood. 


LARGE TRACT OF LAND LEASED. 





MUSKOGEE, Okla., Jan. 17.—It is re- 
ported here that Glenn Braden, of Tulsa, 
has leased 2,500 acres of gas territory in 
McIntosh County, to be added to the vast 
acreage held by the interests with which 
he is identified. This land had previously 
been leased by parties representing the 
city of Muskogee, in its municipal gas en- 
terprise, but the option on it expired 
Dec. 25. This fact became known today 
and promoters of the municipal gas 
scheme were asked to explain why they 
did not fix matters more effectively in 
gaining possession of land. They stated 
that the municipality, not having sold its 
bonds, lacked the necessary cash to cinch 


The Successful Oil Operator 


When ordering Iron Sucker and Pull Rods always says: 
“be sure and send me NORRIS BROTHERS 


of Robinson make.’’ 





NORRIS BROTHERS, Robinson, IIl. 


Makers of **Quality”’’ Iron Sucker and Pull Rods 
Oil Well Pumping Equipment 
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TOWN OF WIRT IS SWEPT BY FLAMES. 


Two Conflagrations Wipe Out Business Section. 
Attempting To Raze Building. 


Man Shot for 
Drunken Mob 


Causes Much Confusion. 


WIRT, Okla., Jan. 17.—This town, with- 
in a few days, has twice been visited by 
fire and the property loss is large. Early 
Saturday morning a number of business 
houses and rooming places were burned. 
This morning another fire was started and 
the business section, known locally as 
‘‘Ragtown,”’ has been wiped out. The con- 
flagration originated in a cleaning estab- 
lishment where gasoline was used. There 
being no means at hand whereby the fire 
might be extinguished, it was necessary 
to raze buildings in the path of the 
flames, hoping thereby to check the prog- 
ress of the fire. ‘‘Buck’’ Roberts was en- 
gaged in tearing down a building, with 
that object in view, when Jonas Forshee 
interfered. 

“Don’t 
Forshee. 


touch that building,” yelled 

“I'd like to know who’s going to stop 
me,’’ was Roberts’ rejoinder. 

There was a quarrel in which, it is said, 
blows were struck. Then there was some 
shooting. It is asserted that Roberts fired 
four times with his revolver, one of the 
bullets entering Forshee’s body below the 
heart. Roberts was arrested. He was 
taken to Ardmore and locked up. For- 
shee was removed to the hospital at Ard- 
more, where he died Monday evening. 

As the fire continued to destroy the 
buildings in its course, intense excitement 
prevailed among the people. There was 
much drinking done by the men, whiskey 
and beer obtained from threatened joint 
buildings being seized by those who want- 
ed drink. This naturally increase the con- 
fusion and disorder. Wild scenes resulted. 
The weather was cold and much suffering 
ensued. 


Household goods of all descriptions, 
stocks of goods from stores, etc. were 
carried out of buildings and piled in alleys 
and other places and there was some loot- 
ing, but officers summoned from Ardmore, 
aided by local authorities, were soon in 
charge of affairs and a semblance of order 
was restored. However, drunken mobs of 
men continued to make themselves ob- 
noxious and brawls were common occur- 
rences. 


REBUILDING OF TOWN BEGINS. 





WIRT, Okla., Jan. 18.—Wirt is begin- 
ning to rise from its ashes. Carpenters 
and others are busy in rebuilding struc- 
tures and it will not be long before there 
are new places of business, new rooming 
houses and dwelling places in the burnt 
district. 

Sheriff Garrett arrived from Ardmore 
on Monday evening and took charge of 
order-enforcement matters. He and his 
assistants have succeeded, easily, in con- 
trolling the situation and conditions are 
improved in many respects over those of 





Monday. 


Adjutant General Frank Canton of the 
Oklahoma National Guard arrived here 
yesterday morning and conferred with the 
citizens’ committee which had been or- 
ganized to aid in bringing about the re- 
habilitation of the town. The official was 
informed by the committee that it would 
not be necessary for the State to furnish 
either food or police protection. With 
local pride that is quite commendable, the 
people of Wirt are showing a spirit of 
self-dependence which is producing good 
results. 

On Monday night hundreds of persons, 
including many women and children, were 
taken to Ardmore and Ringling and pro- 
vided with temporary homes, the people 
of those towns being very generous in 
providing shelter and food, pending the 
rebuilding of the destroyed portion of 
Wirt. On Monday night hundreds of men 
here were forced to keep themselves 
warm by gas fires around which they 
were grouped in the open air. They had 
no place of lodging and had to “rough it.” 

Cc. W. McKeehan, assistant Fire Mar- 
shal of the State, visited Wirt yesterday 
to investigate conditions here. Conserva- 
tion Officer A. L. Walker is here also and 
giving practical assistance to the citizens’ 
committee. Mr. Walker’s local office was 
among the buildings destroyed. His rec- 
ords and other important official papers 





were saved. 
| Carloads of Provisions. 
Two carloads of provisions have reached 


| Wirt and homeless residents partook of 


The rapid spread of the fire was due | Open-air lunches of sandwiches and coffee 
largely to a fierce wind from the north. | today and will continue their “simple- 


The structures in its path were of flimsy, 
wooden construction. They were located 
along a narrow street for a distance of 
three blocks. Finally the flames reached 
their limits after damage estimated at 
$150,000 was done. 

This afternoon Dr. T. F. Brewer, of 
Ringling, ordered from Ardmore 500 can- 
vas tents and 1,000 loaves of bread for the 
relief of the sufferers. Meanwhile, Gov- 
ernor Williams had been requested to 
send a militia company to the destroyed 
town to enforce order. Later, this re- 
quest was rescinded, as local authorities 
succeeded in getting the situation under 
control. Many people went to Ringling 
for food and shelter, as facilities for their 
care here were entirely inadequate. 

Archibald Clark, whose club building 
had escaped destruction, filled the spa- 
cious interior of the structure with cots, 
and many people are lodging there to- 
night. Other local efforts were also 
promptly made to meet the requirements 
of the emergency and talk about calling 
upon the State Government for aid was 
disregarded. It is the purpose of the peo- 
ple of the town to bear their own losses 
and to not issue appeals for public help. 

The principal losses were sustained by 
the Wirt Oil Co.; the Fagehquist Hard- 
ware Co.; C. A. Williams, general mer- 
chandise; the Said Dry Goods Co.; C. H. 
McDonald; the Dr. Muller drug store; the 
World Theater and the Jennings Theater. 

Sheriff Biffle, of Jefferson County, of- 
fered his services and the services of as 
many men as were desired to maintain 
order. 

Actual suffering from the elements will 
be felt most by homeless women and 
children, but they are in the minority. 
The majority consists of oil-field workers 
and business men. Tents to house them 
and immediate food supply are most 
needed. 


life’’ experiences until restaurants are re- 
built and opened. 

From the Magnolia Petroleum Co. today 
came 500 loaves of bread, the shipment 
being from Fort Worth, Tex. A relief 
committee of Ardmore has sent 300 loaves 
and the bread-line process is followed in 
distributing the food. 

There is no disorder and the people of 
the town are taking their losses philoso- 
phically.” 

Money has been donated by a number 
of oil concerns and individuals. 


The street which was burned over was 
heretofore 65 feet wide. The rebuilt street 
is to be 94 feet in width. Gas mains have 
been installed wherever needed and gas 
has been provided at various places where 
there are no buildings, to keep the home- 
less ones as comfortable as possible. But, 
notwithstanding these things, there is 
considerable suffering here. 


About 20 buildings are either planned or 
in course of construction. 


MISS HIGH IS FATALLY BURNED. 





WIRT, Okla., Jan. 18.—Miss Eliza High, 
23 years old, was fatally burned in the 
fire which took place here on Saturday. 
She was a daughter of Mrs. L. J. High, 
proprietress of a rooming house here. 
Miss High was caught in the flames when 
her home was destroyed and before she 
escaped was burned horribly. In this fire 
13 buildings were destroyed and it is said 
that not a dollar’s worth of insurance had 
been carried by any of those who lost 
their property. 

On Monday’s losses there was but little 
insurance. Owing to lack of protection 
against fire, insurance rates are almost 
prohibitive in towns like Wirt, where gas 
and oil are constant menaces to safety of 
property. 





WYOMING COLD WEATHER IS COLD. 





Percy Barton, the nitro-glycerine man, 
has been in cold countries as well as 
warm ones. Last week when Tulsa was 
shivering and when the blizzard winds 
shrieked and tore around in a most dis- 
graceful fashion, Percy laughed at the 
idea that the weather was frigid. ‘‘Noth- 
ing to it,”’ said he. ‘I have encountered 
blizzards on the Big Level of McKean 
County, Pennsylvania, and, believe me, 
they were some blizzards. The wind would 
almost blow you off your feet and drifts 
were formed like mountains in a mo- 
ment’s time. But the Big Level stuff, 
‘on the level,’ would be like a mid-sum- 
mer zephyr in comparison with a regu- 
larly organized Wyoming blizzard. Wy- 
oming is headquarters for frigidity of all 
the known producing districts on this side 
of Siberia. Cold? Well, I should enunci- 
ate! Why, my dear Southern friends, it 
gets so cold in Wyoming that mercury 
in thermometers is quickly congealed. 
Whiskey, frozen into a solid mass, sells 
by the pound. Men who wear whiskers 
have to carry the ice attached thereto, in 
a sort of bag fastened around their necks; 
the ice becomes so heavy, you know. I 
never saw it, but I have understood that 
in some parts of the more exposed sec- 
tions of Wyoming bon fires are frozen into 
a sort of iridescent, crystalized . sub- 
stance—”’ : 


But suddenly discovering that his audi- 
ence had all vanished and gone out into 
the wind-swept streets, he discontinued 
his thrilling recital. ; 


NEW GROSS PRODUCTION 
TAX BILL INTRODUCED. 


On Tuesday of this week there was in- 
troduced simultaneously in the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the Ok- 
lahoma Legislature bills providing for the 
levying and collection of a gross-produc- 
tion tax on petroleum produced in the 
State. The bill is intended as a substitute 
for the law now on the statute books, but 
which has never been enforced because it 
has been tied up in the State and Federal 
courts since the day that it was sup- 
posed to be effective. It is contended by 
the authors and sponsors of the bill intro- 
duced this week that all of the defects in 
the old measure have been cured and that 
the measure will work satisfactorily to 
the oil mar and the taxing officers of the 
State. 

Oil producers and the local taxing offi- 
cers say that the new bill is worse than 
the old one in many ways. Under the ad 
valorem system which had been in effect 
for seven years, all of the tax collected 
went into the county treasury except the 
tax from. such oil-producing companies 
as The Texas Co., the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Co. and similar corporations which were 
interested in production, but at the same 
time performed the functions of a semi- 
public-service corporation. This class had 
its valuation fixed by the State Board of 
Equalization. But even then a proportion 
of the taxes went to the county treas- 
uries. 

Under the bill which it is now proposed 
to enact, all of the revenues go directly 








into the State treasury and the counties 
in which the oil is produced and where oil 
and gas frequently represent more than 
60 per cent. of the entire assessable valu- 
ation, do not receive a cent. 

Another objectionable feature of the 
new bill, which was in the old one, how- 
ever, is the requirement of payment hy 
the producing lessee on royalty oil. The 
lands of the fullblood Indians which are 
still under the jurisdiction of the Govern- 
ment are not taxable by the Enabling Act, 
therefore the producer who is fortunate 
enough to own a Government-controlled 
lease will not have to pay taxes on royalty 
oil. It is contended by lawyers with more 
than average reputation that this consti- 
tues a discrimination in the matter of 
taxation which is essentially fatal to the 
bill and renders it unconstitutional. 


There has been no step taken to make 
an organzed fight on the bill, but oil men 
in Tulsa and elsewhere are comparing 
notes and talking the situation over 
among themselves. Oil producers are 
rather surprised that the bill should have 
been drawn and introduced without con- 
sultation with them and without any at- 
tempt to ascertain their views on a mat- 
ter which not only vitally affects them but 
directly or indirectly affects everybody in 
the twelve oil-producing counties in Okla- 
homa. 


CLINE PRINGLE NOT MURDERED 
BY THE MEXICANS AS REPORTED. 








TITUSVILLE, Pa., Jan. 14.—Former 
County Auditor W. John Pringle, of 
Dempseytown was greatly relieved today 
by the receipt of a telegram from Taft, 
Cal., announcing that his son, Cline A. 
Pringle, an oil-well worker, was alive and 
well, not having been a victim of the 
massacre in Mexico a few days ago, as 
was suspected. 

The name of C. A. Pringle, aged 38, of 
San Francisco, was among the 18 Ameri- 
eans who were slain by Villistas, and the 
friends of the family suspected ‘the victim 
to have been the former Venango County 
resident. A corroborating circumstance 
was the fact that a man named Hall was 
among the victims, and Pringle had been 
working with a man named Hall in Cali- 
fornia. The suspicion was still further 
corroborated by the receipt of a telegram 
from the War Department giving a de- 
scription of C. A. Pringle which tallied in 
many respects with that of Cline A. 
Pringle. 

The members of the family, therefore, 
were prepared for bad news and were 
correspondingly happy when a telegram 
was received from Taft, Cal., this morn- 
ing stating that young Pringle was living 
at that place. 


NARROW ESCAPE FOR OIL MAN. 








Superintendent Perkins, of the Okla Oil 
Co., had an exciting experience in this 
city last week during the prevalence of 
the blizzard. His automobile had become 
disabled and was being hauled to a garage 
by another machine. In crossing the 
Frisco track a switch engine came along 
and the locomotive struck the automobile, 
smashing it to pieces. Mr. Perkins for- 
tunately escaped injury. 
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LATEST SURRENDER CLAUSE DECISION. 


Justice Turner of the Oklahoma Supreme Court Writes an Opinion 
that Causes Much Comment Among Oil Men— 
. Syllabus of the Opinion. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 14.—The 
Supreme Court has definitely and ex- 
haustively decided that oil and gas leases 
that provide for surrender by the lessee 
under certain conditions may be canceled 
by the lessor under like conditions. The 
opinion is by Justice Turner, It goes 
much further than the opinion by Com- 
missioner Rittenhouse a few months ago 
which followed an opinion by Justice Wil- 
liam- of several years ago. 

Tic case is that of L. B. Brown et al. 
vs. M. S. Wilson et al, appealed from 
Muskogee County. It is reversed and re- 
manded in the opinion by Judge Turner. 
The syllabus explains the gist of the deci- 
sion as follows: 

“Where the oil and gas lease was made, 
executed and delivered for the considera- 
tion of $1 in hand paid, the lessor and the 
covenants and agreements hereinafter 
contained on the part of the lessee, and 
leased and let to him a certain tract of 
land for a term of 10 years and as long 
thereafter as oil and gas or either were 
produced therefrom by the lessee, he to 
yield to the lessor certain royalties, and 
where the lessee agreed to complete a 
well on the premises within four months 
or pay at the rate of $80 in advance of 
each three months such completion was 
delayed. Held, that the $1 supported the 
four months’ period in which the lessee 
had to complete a well and supported no 
other stipulation in the lease; that the 
prospective royalties was the sole consid- 
eration for the lease on the part of the 
lessor; that agreements on the part of the 
lessee to complete a well on demised prem- 
ises in four months or pay for the delay 
conferred an option on the lessee to drill 
or pay and that a failure to do so either 
forfeited the lease at the option of the 
lessor, who was entitled to have the same 
judicially declared forfeited and canceled 
as a cloud upon his title. 


‘‘Where such lease reserves to the les- 
see and his assigns the right at any time 
after four months on the payment of $1 
and all payable obligations then due the 
lessor or his assignees, to surrender the 
lease, if not tested, for cancellation; held, 
that as said lease, constituted as a whole, 
confers on the lessee an option to com- 
plete the well within four months or pay 
for delay, and a further option to sur- 
render at any time after four months and 
thereby avoid doing both, it was voidable 
at the option of the lessor at any time 
after four months for lack of mutuality, 
in that it imposed no legal obligation on 
the lessee; that as prospective royalties 
were the sole consideration for the lease 
on the part of the lessor, payment of 
which could be defeated by a surrender 
thereof by the lessee, the lease was nudum 
pactum, and as the same reserves to the 
lessee the right to surrender at any time 
after four months before development, a 
corresponding right exists in the lessor to 
compel a surrender.” 

Judge Kane Dissents. 


Chief Justice Kane is noted as dissent- 
ing from this opinion, but filed no opinion. 
Justice Thacker is noted as concurring in 
the conclusions. All the other Justices 
concur. 

The particular lease that brought this 
cease into this court is in the Boynton 
field. The attorneys representing the de- 
fendant in error are widely known and 
the interests that are adverse to this con- 
struction of the contract are many and 
constitute many oil companies and pro- 
ducers of petroleum. The decision is- ex- 
pected to be of widespread interest in the 
oil fields, as it will make it probable that 
many valuable leases now held under such 
contracts will be forfeited by the lessors 
and let to others who are willing to de- 
velop them. 








COMMENT BY COSDEN 
ON PETROLEUM TOPICS. 


“I think the year 1916 will be the most 
favorable we have ever had in the oil 
business generally. The enormous de- 
mand for gasoline cannot help but make 
higher prices, even abnormal prices, 
which will, of course, result in large 
profits to both refiners and producers. 
This will be helpful for the reason that 
the last two or three years, comparatively 
speaking, have not been as prosperous as 
they should have been when taking every- 
thing in consideration.” 

This statement was made by J. S. Cos- 
den, of Tulsa, president of Cosden & Co., 
independent refiners, to a correspondent 
of Daily Financial America. 

“I notice there is considerable agitation 
over the price of gasoline and it is cer- 
tainly unjust, for the reason that oil is 
the only commodity that I know of which 
has been continually going down and 
which has benefited the public to such an 
enormous extent,’’ Mr. Cosden said. 
“Gasoline up until six months ago has 
been sold at practically cost, and just as 
soon as the price is advanced to a basis 
that will make good prbdfits for the peo- 
ple engaged in this business, the Govern- 
ment and the people in general think it is 
a horrible situation. 

“People rejoice over good times for all 

other business, except the oil business. 
That, of course, is natural, on account of 
the manner in which it affects the gen- 
eral public, and another reason for it is 
the feeling which they have regarding the 
Standard Oil Co. 
_ “Instead of always trying to get up leg- 
islation which is a handicap to the Stand- 
ard Oil, they should thank the organiza- 
tion, because it has done more to benefit 
the public than any other corporation in 
the world. I do not suppose you expected 
4 comment of this sort, but I felt that this 
was a good opportunity for an expression 
of this kind.” 

Asked about the business of Cosden & 
Co., Mr. Cosden said: 

At the present time we are installing 
Paraffin works and equipment for making 
lubricating oils at a cost of approximately 
one-half million dollars, 

It is our intention to enlarge our refin- 
ing capacity probably 25 per cent. during 

© next year. We are always expanding 
our business of producing oil, as this is 
Very material and essential to the success 
of the refining business.” 








GASOLINE PRICES TO BE HIGHER? 





Interviewed by a New York reporter, 
Harry F. Sinclair, of Tulsa, recently said 
that gasoline prices are likely to be con- 
siderably advanced. ‘It wouldn’t be sur- 
prising,’”’ he said, “if first-grade gasoline 
were quoted at 40 cents in the near fu- 
ture. There is really a scarcity of oil. and 
unless new fields are opened within a year 
or so, there may be an oil famine. Out- 
put of all old fields is decreasing gradu- 
ally, while demand for gasoline is increas- 
ing every day. 

“The Oklahoma fields, the largest in the 
world, show an average daily decrease of 
250,000 bls. in comparison with a year 
ago. A barrel of oil averages 42 gallons, 
or 21 gallons of gasoline. This means 
that the average yearly decrease in gaso- 
lime production in Oklahoma alone is 
1,$16,250,(00 gallons. 

“Other fields have been affected the 
sime way, and [ dare say that average 
decrease in gaso'ine output from all fields 
is close +y 3,000,000 gallons yearly.” 


GAS WELL CLOGGED BY CAVE-IN. 





Ten miles west of Portland, Tex., the 
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Castner Bros., oil well contractors of 
Steubenville, O., were once iron pipe 
enthusiasts. 


A time came when they had to have a rush 
order of casing. They could not get iron 
‘pipe so they used La Belle Open Hearth 
Steel Casing, the well being along side of a 
well in which iron casing was used. 


After producing oil five years, both wells went dry 
at the same time. 


The La Belle pipe was practically as good as new, 
while the iron pipe was corroded full of holes. 


Guess the kind of pipe Castner Bros., are now using. 


LA BELLE IRON WORKS 


General offices, STEUBENVILLE, O. 


Works: Works; 
WHEELING, W. VA. STEUBENVILLE, O. 














Guffey company recently drilled in a gas 
well which is declared by some observers 
to be the largest in the world. Efforts to 
place it under control resulted in a caving 
in of the earth around the casing for a| 
considerable radius and ‘the basin thus 
formed, says a dispatch, presented a re- ' 
merkable spectacle with gas, water and 
rocks bursting forth with great force and | 
keeping up a constant roar that could be | 
heard for 15 miles. A 5,000-pound valve 
and attachment were placed on top of the 
well casing last week, but this proved in- 
sufficient weight for the pressure. 





COMPLAINTS AS TO GAS SUPPLY. 





During the recent cold wave in Okla- 
homa there was a lack of gas fuel in dif- | 
ferent towns of the State and, as a conse- 
quence, much discomfort prevailed. Com-'! 
plaints have been made to the Corpora-' 
tion Commission and an investigation is 
asked for. Commissioner Humphrey in- 
forms the complainants that he will con- 
duct a hearing on the subject on a day to 
be announced later. It is said that gas 
pipes are not large enough to convey the, 
required amount of gas to meet emergen- 
cy conditions occasioned by sudden cold 
spells. Other reasons are given. The com- 
mission is anxious to get at the facts, 

















The Parkersburg “Chain” Drilling Machine 


The Machine 
with a gratifying 
record of having 
done greater work 
thanthat for which 
it was designed 

and recom- 
mended. 


Fully equipped 
with Transport 
Trucks, etc., and 

simplified for 
moving and re- 
erecting at a low 
minimum ex- 
pense. 


Write for 
Catalogue 
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Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. TULSA, OKLA. 
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CRUDE OIL TEN DOLLARS PER BARREL. 


Some of it Brought $11, According to Reminiscences of Oil Creek 
Days—Statement by Manager of Duncan Well. 


Platt H. Crosby, of Waco, Tex., sends 
the Oil City Derrick a statement written 
by the manager of the Duncan well in the 
Oil Creek region, 51 years ago and as a 
reminder of old times it is interesting. 
The Duncan well was located on the Blood 
farm, just above Rouseville, and the re- 
port is dated December 26, 1864. The 
statement is as follows: 

The manager of the Duncan well 
reports that between Nov. 19 and Dec. 

24, 1864, he has sold and delivered: 





125 bbls. oil to Lucesco Oil 
Oa. OD FERN vies dtuecspnas oxen $1,250.00 
100 bbls. oil to A. Schofield 
a OS! ap 1,100.00 
$2,350.00 
Expenses— 
Five weeks running to 
| SR oe $650.00 
Filling 225 bbls. at 3c.. 6.75 
Commission on 2,350 
ef eee 70.50 727.25 
Balance cash ....... $1,622.75 
Of which sum $973.65, or three- 


fifths, belongs to the Blood & Ohio Pe- 

troleum Co. and $649.10, or two-fifths, 

to the Fleming & Blood Oil Co. 

Lost time between Sept. 21 and 
Dec. 24, 1864, about five weeks. Ev- 
erything now doing very well. Every- 
thing paid up. 

The price received for the oil of $10 and 
$11 a barrel, will attract the attention of 
oil men of this day, says the Derrick, as 
well as the large expense attending the 
operations. The amount produced was 
apparently seven barrels a day, so that 
the expense for 35 days was over $100 a 
barrel on the daily output. Three cents 
each for filling the barrels, and three} 
cents a barrel for commission in making | 
the sales, added a little to the cost, but the | 
large sum was in running expenses. Coal | 
or wood were used to fire the boilers, and | 
each well had to be attended by two men, | 
or more. 

The oil fields at the date were princi- 
paly on Blood, Story and Tarr farms, Oil | 
Creek. Pithole had not been opened. The| 
first well at Pithole was reported on Feb- | 
ruary 8, 1865, although it was really pro- | 
ducing the latter part of 1864. The wells 
were not cased. Four inch casing had 
been used in some wells at Tarr farm, 
with a seedbag, but it was not until 1868 
that 55g casing came into use. 

There were no pipe lines in those days 
to take the producer’s oil at the wells and 
deliver it to refineries. The crude oil had 
to be barreled and hauled by team or 
floated down the creek in barges. A 
small pipe had been laid from the Tarr 
farm to the Humbolt refinery on Cherry 
run in 1863, but it was not a success. The) 
first practical pipe lines were laid in 1865, 
and marked a new era in the transpor- 
tation of oil. It was October 10, 1865, 
that the Oil Transportation Association 
pipe line was completed from Pithole to 
Miller farm. It contained 32,000 feet of 
pipe, and was a little more than six miles 
long. It was equipped with three pumps 
to force the oil through. The line was 
a success, which was largely due to the 
man in charge of laying it, W. B. Snow, 
a brother of James H. Snow. The same 
year the Pennsylvania Transportation 
Tubing Co. laid a six-inch line from Pit- 
hole to Oleopolis, a distance of less than 
five miles. The oil in this line ran by 
gravity. These pipes did not take the oil 
from the wells. They had dumping tanks, 
and if a producer wanted his oil run he 
put it into barrels and hauled them to the 
dump. Smiley & Coutant laid the first 
gathering line, and charged the producer 
25 cents a barrel for running the crude 
from the wells to the dump. 

L. H. Smith, an uncle of Platt B. 
Crosby, was one of the most interesting 
characters of the oil regions just after 
the Pithole field was discovered. He made 
improvements in the methods of pumping 
the well, introduced casing and urged 
producers to use it; and shot the first well 
ever topedoed in the oil ,country. The 
story of this first torpedo is an interesting 
event of the industry. Mr. Smith went to 
Phelps, N. Y., and there obtained the 
services of a young mechanic whom he 
had known for many years. Smith laid 
the plans for a torpedo before him, and 





The firing-head consisted of a quartette 
of gun nipples, with gun caps, and fitted 
to be fired by a weight dropping on them. 
He then charged it with blasting powder, 
and fixed the caps in place with cement. 
To transport the “bomb” 200 miles to Pit- 
hole was a problem, as well as attended 
with danger. But the “infernal machine” 
was carefully wrapped, and Mr. Smith 
carried it the whole distance as if it was 
a precious package. The result of the 
shot was satisfactory, and soon after the 
practice of shooting wells became com- 
mon. 
Had Refining Plant. 


The Lucesco company, which is men- 
tioned as a purchaser of oil, had a refin- 
ery on the Allegheny, just below the depot 
at the mouth of the Kiskiminetas River, 
West Penn Junction. This had been built 
to manufacture oil from coal, and was one 
of the largest in the country. The manu- 
facturers received 50 cents a gallon for 
the crude coal oil, and then 50 cents a 
gallon more were added in refining it. 
The crude petroleum was sent to this re- 
finery by the producers in barges or bar- 
rels. The other purchaser, A. Schofield & 
Co., was located at Cleveland. It is pre- 
sumed the oil for this refinery was hauled 
to Union City or Meadville, and then 
shipped by the Erie Road. 

The production of crude had much to do 
with the price then as now. In 1862 the 
total output was 3,056,690 bbls., and the 
market was flooded. The average price 
was $1.05, and producers were hard up. 
Many wells were shut down, as they 
would not pay expenses. In 1863 the pro- 
duction fell off to 2,611,309 bbls., and the 
consumption was increasing, consequent- 
ly the price rose to an average of $3.15 for 
the year, and the producers felt better. 
In 1864 the production decreased to 2,116,- 
109 bbls., the demand increased, and the 
average price for the year was $9.80. The 
lowest price was $3.75 in February and 
the highest $14, in July.’ 

In 1865 the yearly production increased 
some 400,000 bbls., or almost as much for 
the whole year as Oklahoma’s daily out- 
put last June, and prices dropped from 
$10 to $4, and oil was sold as low as $2.50 
a barrel at Pithole. This year also a Gov- 
ernment tax of $1 a barrel was levied on 
crude oil, and this had to be paid by the 
producer. 

History repeats itself in the oil indus- 
try, the same as in other affairs, and the 
experiences of the producers in the early 
days on Oil Creek are reflected in the 
events of the past year in the Mid-Conti- 
nent fields. 


MUD-LADEN METHODS 
ENDORSED BY EXPERTS. 


R. P. McLaughlin, in an article in 
Western Engineering, writes about the 
“mud-laden process,” so familiar to Okla- 
homa oil men, as follows: 

Briefly stated the mud-laden fluid pro- 
cess of drilling oil wells consists of circu- 
lating mud along the walls of the drilling 
well, as is always done when rotary tools 
are used or when a circulator is used in 
conjunction with cable tools. The pro- 
posed advances in method aim, by using 
perfectly clean mud under several hun- 
dred pounds pressure, to seal off all water, 
oil or gas-bearing sands and to leave a 
solid column of mud behind the casing 
when it is landed. The theory is that by 
this method the intermingling of oil and 
water will be prevented, even though 
several strata were exposed behind only 
one string of casing. 

My conclusion from this and previous 
investigations, is that some of the claims 
advanced as to the usefulness of the pro- 
cess have not been sufficiently demon- 
strated. The process has for some years 
been used in California..to prevent the 
wasting of gas, and the United States 
Bureau of Mines and the Corporation 
Commission of Oklahoma are engaged in 
the useful work of introducing it among 
the operators of that State. 

Underground conditions in Oklahoma 
and Kansas are scarcely comparable to 
those existing in California. In those 
States the formations are so hard that ro- 
tary tools are seldom or never used. The 
wells will frequently stand open with little 








the result was a galvanized iron tube, 
four inches in diameter and five feet long. 


or no casing, and the oil sands are so hard 


with nitro-glycerine in order to obtain a 
satisfactory flow of oil. Infiltration of 
water seems to be of slight importance. 
Conditions in California are diametrically 
opposite. 

There were, however, some cases ob- 
served which indicate at least that mud 
may serve to shut off water, and brief 
mention of them will be made. 

In the Cushing field, there are two pro- 
ductive oil-sands, the Laton at a depth of 
about 1,500 feet, and the Bartlesville at a 
depth of about 2,500 feet. At a depth of 
about 1,200 feet is a sand carrying salt 
water under a hydraulic head of about 
1,000 feet. The Prairie Oil & Gas Co., a 
large operator in the field, drills separate 
wells for the two sands. The deep and 
shallow wells are frequently less than a 
hundred feet a part. In the deep wells a 
single string of casing, backed with mud, 
penetrates both the upper oil-sand and 
the salt-water sand. No ill effects from 
water are reported in the shallow wells, 
although these conditions have existed for 
about six months at some wells. 

In The Augusta Field. 

At Augusta, Kan., there are sands at 
a depth of about 1,400 to 1,500 feet, carry- 
ing commercial quantities of gas with a 
rock pressure of about 600 pounds per 
square inch. At about 2,500 feet there is 
a productive oil-sand. There is a good 
deal of water above and below the gas. 











feet of hole they drill. 





and compact that they must be shattered 





The Natural Gas Co. operates most of the/ drill with the mud-fluid process, 
wells of the field and drills separate wells, |lected districts where the after effects can 


Faster, Drill Cheaper, 
Drill Deeper with 


COLUMBIAN 


A large contracting company tested three different makes 
of cable to find the one that would save drilling cost. 


Brand X 


Number of 
cables used 10 10 9 
Total depth 
LOOK FOR THE drilled—ft. 21,681 23,969 24,415 
RED, WHITE AND BLIE Days of 
COLUMBIAN drilling 590 552 478 
BANNER Labor cost at 
$20 a day $11,800 $11,040 $9,560 


COLUMBIAN CABLE saved labor cost of $1,280 to $2,240 
in addition to saving cost of one entire cable. 
this company uses nothing but COLUMBIAN CABLE now 
because they realize a saving of from $69 to $152 on every 1,000 


Better Equip Your Rig Now With 


COLUMBIAN CABLE 
Any NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. Store 


will furnish you promptly. 


Better sell old cables that are now 


about a quarter of a mile apart, to pro- 
duce oil and gas. In the deep wells a 
single string of casing, backed by mud, 
penetrates both the gas and water-sands, 
No flooding of the gas-sand has been noted 
after three months. 

At Fowlerton, Tex., two water wells, 
drilled with rotary tools in 1911, are re- 
ported. The first struck fresh water at 
about 500 feet, flowing about 30 gallons 
per minute over the casing. The second 
well, about 50 feet away, was drilled to 
nearly 1,900 feet and between 800 and 1,000 
feet struck an artesian flow of salt water 
amounting to about 1,200 gallons per min- 
ute. Thick mud was circulated back of 
casing driven to a depth of 1,100 feet and 
while the shallow well was in use, some 
three or four months, there was no con- 
tamination of the water. 

The process may reasonably be pre- 
sumed to accomplish several things great- 
ly to be desired in California, especially a 
reduction in cost of driling wells. How- 
ever, as the State Mining Bureau is en- 
gaged in practical work, theory cannot 
be the sole recommendation of this or any 
other problem. Doubtless some operators 
will be more than willing to use the mud- 
fluid method of shutting off water imme- 
diately, as it will be much less expensive 
than the ordinary methods now in use. 

I would recommend that the owners of 
a limited number of wells be permitted to 
in se- 













The Test 
That Proves 
You Can Drill 
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Columbian 














Needless to say, 







losing money for you. 


Write for booklet about how we put 
““ABLE into COLUMBIAN 
‘  CABLE* 






_ — att eo ot = oe 


> = i£S ee oe 


areasesea @&uwe =~ 


| lll on ot 


ae an. eo ne ee ee ae, a 


aA or KS 


sSromeWPmors <¢ COC ts 


January 20, 1916. 





THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 


25 





be definitely “studied, and if necessary, 
corrected without undue injury to sur- 
rounding property. The work should be 
allowed to proceed only under definite 
specifications to be furnished by the State 
Mining Bureau, 


TRINIDAD OIL AFFAIRS 
SHOW IMPROVEMENTS. 


(Report by A. J. MeConnico, U. S. Consul) 

There have been noteworthy develop- 
ments in the oil industry of Trinidad, 
British West Indies, during the past year. 
Two of the larger companies have made 
marked advances, and now may be said 
to be established on a firm basis. 

The United British West Indies Pe- 
troleum Syndicate at Point Fortin is 
ready to supply oil fuel under contract, 
and several such contracts have been 
clos-d. Lately a number of ocean vessels 
also have called to replenish their supply 
of ol fuel, obtained from this company. 
Only a few weeks ago a well was sunk 
whic!: proved to be very valuable, the 
flow from the gusher being about 6,000 
bbls. per hour. 

The Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., another 
big company, is at present actively en- 
gaged in laying pipe lines for the trans- 
portation of its oils from the Morne 
L’Enfer reserve via Fyzabad to Pointe-a- 
Pierre, near San Fernando, where a pier 
300 feet long has already been construct- 
ed. The harbor at this point is very suit- 
able for the anchorage of ocean vessels 
while obtaining supplies of oil fuel. 

The Central Oilfields, Ltd., at Taba- 
quite, is largely interested in refining pe- 
trol and kerosene, the oils at this place 
being of a paraffin basis. It ships regu- 
larly to points in British Guiana and the 
West Indies, besides supplying a great 
deal for local consumption. 

Extensive Use of Oil Locally. 

The fuel oils produced in Trinidad are 
being used to some extent by the British 
Admiralty, filling al] the necessary re- 
quirements, and within the last*year the 
use of the oils locally for fuel purposes 
has made some advances. A few of the 
larger sugar factories have installed oil- 
burning appliances, and the Trinidad 
Electric Co., Ltd., which supplies power 
and light to the tramway company and 
electric-lighting company. of Port of 
Spain, is now cenverting its boilers and 
plant to use fuel oil instead of coal. The 
Trinidad Government Railway is making 
trials of oil in its locomotives. So far the 
tests have proved qute satisfactory, and it 
is likely that in the near future the whole 
system will be operated by fuel oil in- 
stead of patent fuel. Some of the smaller 
Government boats and a number of pri- 
vately-owned vessels plying the Gulf of 
Paria are soon to be equipped with oil- 
burning machinery. Already some of the 
smaller power plants of the city have se- 
cured such equipment, and have found 
the cost of operation decidedly less than 
When using coal. 

The introduction of oil-burning machin- 
ery in this colony is due largely to the 
efforts of Alexander S. Hay, an American 
mechanical engineer. The increasing 
Price of coal is also responsible, fuel oil 
being more economical. Throughout the 
colony, in fact, coal, except for bunkering 
Purposes, is likely to be entirely super- 
seded by fuel oil; and with Trinidad lead- 
ing the way it is likely that other British 
colonies will follow. 

The Brighton Oil Co. remains in the 
forefront in oil production, and ships large 
quantities of crude oil to the United 
States regularly. Much of the machinery 
for this and the other companies men- 
tioned is imported from the United 
States, and all of the oil-burning equip- 
ment now being installed is of American 
manufacture. 

According to figures issued by the 
Chamber of Commerce-of this city, the 
quantities of petroleum shipped up to 
Nov. 15 of each of the years mentioned 
was «s follows: 1913, 12,138,734 gallons; 


1914, 12,002,748 gallons; and 1915, 9,704,453 
8allons, 
. 





NO COMMITTEE HEARINGS. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 19.— 
There were no hearings of the Committee 
on Revenue and Taxation relative to the 
Proposed gross-production tax law. The 
Committee agreed to wait for several dele- 
8ations of oil men who want to be heard 

: e the matter, and these: had not arrived 
: te today. It is possible the hearing will 
© held sometime tomorrow. : 
The House adjourned to 9:30 o’clock to- 

Morrow and the Senate to 1:30 o’clock. 























The New Boling Lease 
As Things Are Done in 


The following interesting contract 
and lease was the cause of much com- 
ment several weeks ago when Sophie 
Boling became of age, and she leased 
her land to William Allison and others. 
The Quaker Oil & Gas Co. has devel- 
oped this property and operated it for 
many years, and had purchased from 
her guardian for $20,000, the right to 
operate the same as long as oil and 
gas was found, or past majority. 


They had also raised the royalty 
from one-tenth to one-eighth, which 
royalty has gone to the Indian minor 
for the last two or three years. 


The following Contract and Lease 
is taken from the records, where it was 
on file in Creek County, and is there- 
fore, correct. It is given without any 
further comment: 


THE CONTRACT WITH ALLISON. 


First comes the contract, dated De- 
cember 13th, 1915, between Sophie O. 
Boling and William Allison. It men- 
tions she has made a lease to Alli- 
son covering the NE\% of 28-17-12 and 
then mentions the present lease to the 
Quaker Oil & Gas Company for which 
they paid a $20,000 bonus and in- 
creased the royalty from a tenth to an 
eighth. This lease Allison agrees to 
bring suit to cancel. Speaking of the 
Quaker lease the contract says: 


EXPECTS TO UPSET QUAKER 
LEASE, 


Whereas, a certain purported oil and 
gas mining lease has heretofore been 
executed by persons claiming to rep- 
resent the party of the first part as her 
guardian, and otherwise covering said 
lands; and 


Whereas, it is necessary for the en- 
joyment and use of said lands for oil 
and gas mining purposes from and 


-after this date, to prosecute appropri- 


ate actions to clear the title of the 
party of the first part in and to said 
lands for oil and gas mining purposes 
and to remove from the title of the 
party of the first part thereto the 
cloud of said invalid lease contract; 
and 


Whereas, the party of the second 
part has this day caused one Hugh 
L. Sturm to advance to the party of 
the first part the sum of Sixteen Thou- 
sand Dollars ($16,000.00) the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, Fif- 
teen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) of 
said sum having been paid in hand to 
the party of the first part, and One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) paid to 
H. B. Martin and A. F. Moss, partners 
as Martin & Moss, as a retainer for 
their professional services in prose- 
cuting the aforesaid action or actions; 


WARRANTS HER TITLE. 


And the said party of the first part 
hereby covenants with the party of the 
second part, his heirs, executors and 
assigns, that the party of the first 
part is now seized of the fee simple 
title in and to said lands, and has 
good right to lease and demise the 
same and is in the possession thereof, 
and warrants the title hereby granted 
and demised. 


This grant is for the purpose of and 
shall convey to the said party of the 
second part, his heirs and assigns, the 
right to prospect for, extract, pipe, 
store, refine and remove oil and nat- 
ural gas, and to occupy and use so 
much of the surface of said land as 
may be reasonably necessary to carry 
on the work of prospecting, extracting, 
piping, storing, refining, and remov- 
ing such oil and natural gas, and any 
products of either, and to use during 
the term of this lease all wells now or 
hereafter drilled upon said land, or to 
be drilled upon said land, and all the 
equipment in said lease belonging to 
the party of the first part. 


And it is agreed that the said les- 
see, his heirs and assigns in consider- 
ation of this lease will pay to the 
party of the first part as royalty one- 
eighth (%) of the proceeds of the sale 
of all oil and gas.or any product of 
either produced from said land during 
the term of this lease. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
hereunto set our hands this 13th day 
of December, 1915. 


SOPHIA O. BOLING, 
Party of the First Part. 


WILLIAM ALLISON, 
Party of the Second Part. 


All of the papers appear to have 
been executed in St. Louis on De- 
cember 13, 1915, as the acknowledg- 
ments are taken there on that day. 


MORTGAGE GIVEN FOR AD- 
VANCES. 


The security for the money advanced 
by Hugh L. Sturm to finance the deal 
is covered by a mortgage from Sophia 
O. Boling to Sturm also dated Decem- 
ber 13th, 1915. It covers the $15,000 
paid to Sophia O. Boling and the $1,000 
paid to Martin & Moss. 


Then follows a _ provision under 
which the Boling girl agrees that the 
mortgage shall be security for the re- 
payment not only of the $16,0vv but for 
all future advances that may be made 
by either Sturm or Allison. Whether 
or not this means that she is to pay 
back all of the monthly advances or 
just what the final construction of the 
mortgage and contract together will 
be on that point is up to the lawyers. 
The wording of the mortgage as to 
that is: 


“To secure the performance on the 
part of the said party of the first part 
of the aforesaid written contract 
(with Allison) according to its terms, 
and to secure the repayment of the 
aforesaid $16,000 and all future ad- 
vances that may be made by the said 
Hugh L. Sturm or the said William 


Allison to the party of the first part.’’ 


LEASE PROVISIONS. 


* Then comes the tease itself, dated 
the same day, from Sophia O. Boling 
to William Allison. The lease is for 
20 years and, though the other papers 
indicate that the title is not clear and 
must be fought out in the courts, nev- 
ertheless, the Boling girl gives her 
warranty of title and specifies that she 


Oklahoma 


has good right to lease the premises. 
After setting out that she leases the 
premises to Allison for 20 years, and 
as long as oil or gas is. found, the lease 
reads: 


And the said party of the first part 
hereby covenants with the party of the 
second part, his heirs, executors and 
assigns, that the party of the first part 
is now seized of the fee simple title in 
and to said lands, and has good right 
to lease and demise the same and is in 
the possession thereof, and warrants 
the title hereby granted and demised. 


ADVANCES TO BE MADE. 


Then follows the provision that al- 
lison will pay her $250.00 per month 
until title is quieted by final adjudi- 
cation and that if title is quieted in 
her favor all amounts advanced shall 
be credited on the bonus consideration 
of the lease and Allison will pay the 
sum of $25,000 and an additional $2,000 
per month, to be paid out of the pro- 
ceeds of oil or gas from the premises 
until $100,000 shall have been paid, 
that sum being specified as the entire 
bonus consideration for the lease. 


ATTORNEYS PROVIDED FOR. 


After providing for the payment of 
$2,000 a month out of the proceeds of 
oil or gas, the contract proceeds to 
provide for attorney’s fees of $1,000 to 
Martin & Moss as a retainer, and 
$9,000 more if the suits are successful 
and title is cleared in Sophia’s favor. 
The contract reads that the amounts 
paid Martin & Moss shall be credited 
to Allison as a part of the bonus. 
Sophia agrees that she will join in 
whatever actions are necessary or ap- 
propriate to clear the title and that 
Nat Ligon shall represent her as her 
attorney and counselor in the actions. 


SOPHIA AGREES TO REPAY AD- 
VANCES. 


Then follows a provision requiring 
Sophia to repay all sums advanced 
under the contract in case her title is 
not established as against all conflict- 
ing leases or grants. This provision 
and the signatures to the contract 
read: 


It is further contracted and agreed 
that if the parties hereto shall not suc- 
ceed in establishing the validity of the 
oil and gas mining lease this day exe- 
cuted as aforesaid, by the party of the 
first part to the party of the second 
part and clearing the aforesaid lands 
of all conflicting leases or grants, then 
all sums of money advanced under this 
contract to the party of the first part 
shall be repaid by the party of the 
first part to the party of the second 
part, and such indebtedness shall con- 
stitute a first lien upon and against 
the aforesaid lands. 


In witness whereof, we have here- 
unto set our hands this 13th day of 
December, 1915. 

SOPHIA O. BOLING, 
Party of the First Part. 
WILLIAM ALLISON, 
Party of the Second Part. 


—adv. 
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TWO MEN LOSE LIVES; 
GAS FUMES ARE FATAL. 


PONCA CITY, Okla., Jan. 18.—Two oil 
men, well-known residents of this place, 
are dead as a result of asphyxiation by 
natural gas, today, at Chilloco, 24 miles 
north of this town. The victims are 
W. S. Squires, manager for the People’s 
Fuel Supply Co., and Archibald Cronk, an 
assistant. The men were repairing a leak 
in the gas line at the company’s station at 
Chilloco and both were dead when they 
were found by employes of the company 
later. A third man, named Hunt, was 
rendered unconscious by the fumes, but 
subsequently recovered. 

The victims of this distressing double 
fatality were familiar with the business 
of handling gas and. would, naturally, 
have adopted means of preventing any 
such deplorable occurrence as is here re- 
ported, but it is evidont that the gas flow 
which affected them came suddenly and 
with greater force than had been expect- 
ed. The men doubtless succumbed before 
they had realized their danger. 

The People’s Fuel Supply Co.’s property 
was recently purchased by B. B. Jones. 





SALT WATER FROM OIL WELLS 
BLAMED FOR BOILER EXPLOSION. 





SAPULPA, Okla., Jan. 17.—A Federal 
inspector arrived here Monday to investi- 
gate the cause of the explosion of the 
boiler of Frisco passenger train engine 
No. 1402 which occurred four miles west 
of here Sunday morning at 7.35 o’clock. 
Engineer Harry D. Smith and Fireman 
Floyd Ames Conwell were scalded to 
death and the boiler exploded. 

The prevailing opinion among the en- 
ginemen here is that the water used in 
boiler is responsible for the death of the 
engineer and fireman. 

For some time the city water has been 
full of salt from the oil wells in the vi- 
cinity. When salt water is used in the 
boilers it causes a crust to form which is 
liable to cause an explosion at any time 
fresh water is turned in, say engineers. 


OIL TEST NEAR PUEBLO, COLO. 





PUEBLO, Colo., Jan. 17.—Considerable 
interest has been aroused here by the an- 
nouncement that a test well is to be 
drilled west of the city a short distance, 
for oil and gas. Earl Sheets, a practical 
oil man, of Muskogee, Okla., is at the 
head of the enterprise and he seems to 
believe that he hes a good chance to find 
a paystreak. 


FERRIS BILL PASSED THE HOUSE 
AND IS READY FOR THE SENATE. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 18.—The 
Ferris Bill to create a system of 640-acre 
stock-raising homesteads on arid, semi- 
arid and mountainous lands in 17 States 
was passed late today by the House. All 
three of the Administration’s conservation 
measures, providing for waterpower de- 
velopment, mineral leasing and larger 
stock-raising homesteads, now await the 
action of the Senate. 


ELECTED TO DIRECTORATE. 





At the annual meting of the stockhold- 
ers of the First National Bank of Tulsa, 
Cc. E. Strouvelle, of this city, was added 
to the bank’s directorate. Mr. Strou- 
velle is general manager of the Savoy 
Oil Co., and has various business interests 
in and around Tulsa. He should prove a 
valuable acquisition to the directing force 
of the financial institution with which he 
is affiliated. 


TEST FOR OIL NEAR COURTLAND. 





COURTLAND, Kan., Jan. 18.—Paul 
Erickson, a prosperous farmer living five 
miles northeast of this town, is the 
owner of 6,000 acres of land, and it is 
his intention to drill a deep test well 
(4,000 feet, if necessary) to find the pro- 
ducing stratum. 





MILLIKEN COMPANY WINS. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15.—In the 
case of the Milliken Refining Co. vs. the 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway Co., 
the Interstate Commerce Commission has 
decided that the rate of 29 cents per hun- 
dred pounds for the transportation of re- 
fined petroleum and its products in car- 
loads from Vinita, Okla., to Windsor, Mo., 
is unreasonable to the extent that it ex- 
ceeds 17 cents. Reparation is awarded. 





MR. WALKER’S NEW POSITION. 





E. F. Walker, formerly manager of the 
water-works department of the Interna- 
tional Steam Pump Co., and until recently 
Eastern representative of John H. Mc- 
Gowan Co., has associated himself with 
the National Transit Pump & Machine 
Co., of Oil City, Pa., as representative in 
Eastern New York, New Jersey and the 
New England States, with headquarters 
at 30 Church Street, New York. 

The National Transit Pump & Machine 
Co. was a former subsidiary of the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. and is well known as the pio- 
neer builder of oil-pumping machinery. 


RECENT ORDER !S VACATED. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15.—The 
Interstate Commerce Commission has va- 
cated and set aside its order suspending 
until May 8, 1916, schedules of carriers for 
the transportation of petroleum products 
from Oklahoma points. This action was 
taken as the carriers respondent filed tar- 
iffs effective Dec. 26, 1915, which can- 
celled their proposed increased rates, 


LAW’S VEXATIONS IN OIL GAME. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Jan. 15.—Consider- 
able litigation has resulted in the oil 
fields of Oklahoma as a consequence of 
the extremely low price to which oil went 
last year, and the comparatively high 
price it has attained in the last few 
months. When oil was low, but not at 
the lowest figure, contracts were made for 
delivery of petroleum at the then market 
price for long terms of months in large 
quantities. 

It is alleged that when the market be- 
came further depressed it was impossi- 
ble for some producers to make deliver- 
ies under the contract, owing to refusal 
of contractors, for one reason or another, 
to receive the oil. Now the purchasers in 
several instances are bringing suits to 
enforce the terms of the contracts. 

W. A. Ledbetter, of this city, says he 
has several cases to be tried soon at Tulsa 
involving facts substantially as recited. 
The contracts that are being sought to be 
enforced would in some cases result in 
loss to producers of more than $1,000,000 
at the present price of oil as compared 
with the contract price. 


GOOD-ROADS MOVEMENT NEEDED. 





In the new oil district of Stone Bluff, 
Okla., roads are almost impassable and 
great difficulty is experienced in deliver- 
ing supplies for the oil men. Operations 
are greatly impeded on that account. 
Last week there was a general good-roads 
“‘bee’”’ directed by public-spirited business 
men of Haskell, who desired to induce 
Stone Bluff people to do their buying in 
Haskell. Bridges are to be built and other 
means taken to make conditions more tol- 
erable for the teamsters and those who 
employ them. 


ADDITIONAL DEATHS. 

John Deaver Holtzman, aged 86 years, 
died at his home in Oil City, Pa., Jan. 
9. He was engaged in the early ’60s in 
boating oil, and later was a driller and 
pumper on wells in the Venango County 
field. His widow, four sons and two 
daughters survive. 

Roy Walcott, aged 32 years, was in- 
stantly killed by a falilng timber while 
working in the Saratoga pool, Texas. De- 
ceased was a driller and is survived by 
his widow and three children. 

L. A. Ostrander, prominent as an oil 
producer in the Butler County field, died 
at his home in Petrolia, Pa., Jan. 12. He 
had been connected with the oil business 
since 1885 and was quite successful. His 
wife, two daughters and two sons sur- 
vive. 


SALE OF PRODUCING OIL LANDS. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Of- 
fice of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
January 13, 1916. Approximately 15,000 
acres of producing oil lands located jn 
Osage County, Oklahoma, will be offered 
for lease for oil mining purposes, in quar- 
ter section units, to the highest responsi- 
ble bidder, at public auction on Tuesday, 
February 15, 1916, 2 o’clock p. m., at the 
office of the Superintendent of the Osage 
Agency, Pawhuska, Oklahoma. In some 
cases the surface equipment may be sold 
at the same time. Leases will be made 
under regulations approved by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior August 26, 1915. The 
right is reserved to reject any and all 
bids. Full information regarding the 
terms and conditions of sale may be ob- 
tained on application to the Superintend- 
ent, Osage Agency, Pawhuska, Okla. 
CATO SELLS, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 
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Link-Belt Steel Chains 





Trade Mark 


SS-40 Fits No. 103 Wheels. 


drill and pulling the casing. This is a 


THESE TWO CHAINS HAVE MADE MORE HOLE WITH LESS 
TROUBLE AND EXPENSE than all other chains combined. You won’t 
have to go further than the next lease to yours to verify these statements. 


Link-BELT COMPANY 


CHICAGO 


PHILADELPHIA 


SS-124 Fits No. 124 Wheels. 


Everywhere in the world where there is oil, and MODERN MACHINERY 
is used to get it, you will find SS-40 and SS-124 STEEL CHAIN driving the 


Ask 
Your 
Dealer 


fact; and here’s another: 


INDIANAPOLIS 














MEAS 


from you. 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 


TAPES SPECIALLY ADAPTED TO THE WORK 
OF TANK GAUGERS AND TANK STRAPPERS 


With Plumb Bob. Without Plumb Bob. 
Furnished with substantial Metal Frames, 
Reels or Cases, also Leather Cases. 


STEEL AND METALLIC TAPES 


Our tapes have been widely used and most 
favorably known for years. 


[UFAIN 


just what you desire, we would be pleased to hear 
Send for Catalogue. 


THE LUFKIN fRULE (50. von oni nn ttn 


URING TAPES 


for general use. 


TAPES are veer, generally 
stocked by supply houses. 
Should ine be unable to 
secure from your dealer 














Trade Mark RED GI ANT Registered 


VALVE 


This cup has been on the market for nearly four years, and is becoming recognized 
in every oil field as absolutely the best Valve Cup for wells troubled with floating sand 
or other severe conditions of annoying character. 
possesses strength and toughness to give the most possible wear, with sufficient 
flexibility to always assure a good seat or expansion against walls of the working 
Try a set and be convinced of its superiority. 
the RED GIANT Valve Cup, communicate direct with us and advise us your dealer's 
Price, $1.00 per set, postage prepaid anywhere. 

Also sole manufacturers of the genuine Karns Bow Spring Valve Cups. 
insist on the genuine Karns, which you will find with the trade mark “P,. C. & §. 


barrel. 


name. 


imprinted on every cup. 


Parker Cup and Specialty Works, It. 
PARKERS LANDING, PA. 


CUPS 


As its name indicates, this cup 
If your dealer does not handle 


Always 


vy." 




















BOUND VOLUMES FOR SALE 


Gas Journal, we are offering for sale all the 
follows: Vel 


Vol. 


These books contain 26 numbers each covering a period of six months. 
well bound and lettered in gold. Price $3.00 each. 


The Petroleum Publishing 


9, Part 1, June 16, 1910 to December 8, 1910, Inc. 
9, Part 2, December 15, 1910 to June 8, 1911, Inc. 


Having discontinued our practice of 
binding extra volumes of The Oil and 
extra bound volumes now on hand as 


‘They are 


Company, Tulsa, Okla: 
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* OF ALL YANN! 


Built & Erected : adhere. 





he GRAVER TANK 











January 20, 1916. 
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SUN COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 


Producer, Refiner, Shipper and 
Exporter of PETROLEUM 
and all its Products 


WESTERN UNION 
Codes Used + LIEBERS 


Cable Address, SUN-PHILA A. B. C. 5th Addition 



































LARKIN PACKER COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


OIL AND GAS 
WELL PACKERS 


Braden Heads, Casing Shoes, 
Clamps and Swabs. 


. BARTLESVILLE, - - = OKLA. 


Stock at Nichols Transfer Co. 
TULSA, OKLA. 
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HOW GASOLINE SHOULD BE HANDLED. 


George A. Burrell, an Expert of the United States Bureau of Mines 
Prepares a Paper on the Dangers of Gasoline and How 
to Safely Handle that Volatile Liquid. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15.—‘‘Haz-|near a pump or other handling apparatus, 


ards in Handling Gasoline’ is a subject of 
a paper prepared by George A. Burrell, of 
the United States Bureau of Mines. The 


extensively and constantly increasing use| 


of gasoline resulted in the preparation of 
this paper, which is largely for the pur- 
pose of warning people against danger 
they may encounter by ignorance or care- 
lessness. Mr. Burrell sounds a warning 
against the practice common in many 
garages and cites the practice of cleaning 
automobile parts with ‘gasoline from an 
open can. A spark caused by striking two 
pieces of metal together, Mr. Burrell sug- 
gests, may create havoc in that garage. 
In one case a nut that stuck was struck 
with @ wrench, causing a spark, and the 
car was instantly enveloped in flame. He 


also refers to the old-fashioned and well-| 


known method of getting blown up which 
is easily accomplished by using kerosene 
in lighting fires in ordinary stoves. 

The following detailed precautions con- 
cerning the handling of gasoline are sug- 
gested: 


In establishments where benzine, gaso- | 


line, naphtha, and other’ inflammable 


liquids are used, care should be taken to} 


see that the smallest practicable quanti- 
ties are used, and that the liquids are 
handled in an approved manner. No open 
light or flame of any kind, nor any ma- 


chine or belt capable of producing a spark 


should be allowed in the room where the 
gasoline is being used. 
machines with belts 
cause a static electric 
well grounded. 

Only incandescent electric lights should 


that are liable to 


spark 


be used, and these should be provided 
with guards to prevent their being 
smashed. 


All electric switches, fuses, etc. 


be outside the room. 


Danger signs should be posted on all| burning liquids, such as denatured alco- | 
warning |hol, wood alcohol and acetone, that are 


doors opening into the room, 


against the carrying of open lights of any |mixable with it. 


kind inside. 


All shafting and 
should be 


should 


| The signs should explain the danger in- 
| volved and give instructions for safe 
| methods of operation. 


Empty gasoline barrels should be stored 
with bungholes down, in safe places in 
the open air. 

Rooms in which explosives or danger- 
ous gases or vapors are used or gene- 
rated should be safely inclosed, and should 
be provided with an improved system of 
ventilation. 

Gasoline vapor is heavier than air, and 
a suction fan should be used to insure 
proper ventilation. 

Joints in tanks, pipes, conveyors, etc., 
used for storage of explosive liquids, 
gases or vapors should be kept tight. 

Before work is done on vessels, pipes, 
etc., sufficient time should be given to 
allow gas to escape. 
| Special care should be exercised before 
|work requiring the use of heat or flame 
jis done. Apparatus that has contained 
j}explosive gas should be filled with water 
‘or steam to force out the gas. 
| The following are a few don’ts which 
| every user of gasoline should observe: 
| Don’t spill gasoline. 

Don’t fill the tank of the liquid-fuel 
|stove full. 

Don’t use a liquid-fuel stove that leaks. 
Don’t fill a gasoline stove in a closed 
|}room. Have plenty of ventilation to 
|earry the vapor out of the room. 

Don’t use gasoline or naphtha for wash- 
ing the hands. 

Mr. Burrell cites two principal methods 
of extinguishing burning liquids as fol- 
lows: 

1. To form a blanket of gas or solid 
material over the burning liquid and cut 
off the air (oxygen) supply. 

2. To dilute the burning liquid with a 
|non-inflammable extinguishing agent that 
wil mix with it. 

To Extinguish Fires. 
Water may be used for extinguishing 





If such a liquid as gaso- 


\line, which is not mixable with water, 


When large quantities of the inflam- | catches fire, the aplication of water pro- 


mable liquids mentioned are used, 


the | duces little or no effect, except to spread | 


Sand probably serves about as well as 
sawdust for extinguishing fires on the 
ground, but is heavier and more awkward 
to handle. When thrown on a burning 
tank it sinks, whereas sawdust floats. 

Carbon tetrachloride, the basis of va- 
rious chemical fire extinguishers, if thrown 
on a fire, forms a heavy, non-inflammable 
vapor over the liquid, and mixes readily 
with oils, waxes, japan, etc. The vapor 
is about five times as heavy as air. Much 
of the carbon tetrachloride contains im- 
purities that give it a bad odor, but when 
pure, its specific gravity is 1.632 at 32° 
F. When thrown on a fire, it produces 
black smoke, the hue of which is caused 
by unconsumed particles of carbon. Pun- 
gent gases are also produced, probably 
hydrochloric acid gas and small volumes 
of chlorine gas. Although the fumes are 
pungent, brief exposure to them does not 
cause permanent injury. 

The efficacy of. carbon tetrachloride de- 
pends largely on the skill of the user. If 
liquid in a tank is on fire, the height of 
the liquid is important. When the liquid 
is low, the sides of the tank form a wall 
which retains the vapor, but when a tank 
is nearly full of highly volatile liquid like 
gasoline, only the most skilled operator 
can extinguish the fire. 

For smothering small fires of burning 
— an ordinary blanket may be 
used. 


or frothy liquid mixtures to extinguish 
fires in large gasoline storage tanks orig- 
inated in Germany. For such an extin- 
guisher two liquids are caused to mix in a 
tank, whereupon foam is produced. The 
tank is made air-tight and sufficiently 
strong to permit the foam to be forced out 
under pressure of gas (carbon dioxide) 
simultaneously generated. The frothy 
mixture owes its efficacy to its blanket- 
ing action in excluding air (oxygen) from 
the fire. It is stiff and shrinks only 
slightly in’ volume even after half an 
hour. In one installation, water, bi- 
carbonate of soda and soap bark are used 





main supply should be stored in a metal | the burnng liquid, and thus scatter the| 


tank buried under ground and a safe dis-|fire over a larger area. However, the 


tance from buildings. 
ply should be pumped into the buildings|to a small quantity of burning oil, by its 


as needed, and the system so arranged |cooling effect, may aid the extinguishing | 


that when the pump is stopped all liquid |of the fire. 
in the pipes will flow back into the sup-| 
ply tank. When it is not possible to use a'| gas or solid material over burning liquid, 
pump and a buried tank, the main supply |thus cutting off the oxygen supply, sev- 
should be stored outside and well away/eral are in common use. These include 
from other buildings, under lock and key.|sawdust, sand, carbon tetrachloride, and 
Only small quantities of working supplies|the so-called foam or frothy mixtures. 
should be taken into the building, closed| The efficiency of sawdust is due to its 
metal cans, preferably safety cans, being | floating for a time on the liquid and ex- 
used as containers. |cluding the oxygen of the air. Sawdust 
When the use of an open can is neces-|itself is not easily ignitable, and when it 
sary, the opening should be as small as|does ignite, burns without flame. The 
possible and a cover should be provided.|character of the sawdust and its mois- 
The cover should be put on whenever the'ture content is of little or no import- 
can is not in use. jance. It may be well handled for ex- 
Signs should be posted prohibiting an tinguishing small fires, when just started, 
open flame near the place of storage or by means of long-handled wooden shovels. 


The working sup- aplication of a large quantity of water) 


Of materials used to form a blanket of | 





in one tank, and acid in another tank. A 
fusible link, which will melt at 212° F., re- 
leases a hammer, which breaks the glass 
tank containing the acid. The released 
jacid is led through two perforated pipes 
jinto the solution, producing a violent eb- 
jullition of foam, which finds its way into 
jthe tank of burning oil. 

The National Fire Protective Associa- 
jtion has experimented with this and 
jother methods of extinguishing fires. 
|These experiments show the method to 
|be promising. 

If one takes a cover off a tightly en- 
closed pail of gasoline and applies a match 
to the surface, the gasoline will flare up 
and burn as long as the gasoline lasts, 
jstates Mr. Burrall. On the other hand, 
if one puts a few droys of gasoline in a 
|small tightly-closed nail, waits a few min- 
utes, and then introduces a flame or an 
}electrical spark, a violent explosion will 
most likely result. In the first case, the 
vapor burns as fast as it comes from the 
gasoline, and mixes with the oxygen of 
the air. In the second case, the oil va- 
porizes in the pail and mixes uniformly 
with the air therein to form an explosive 
mixture, and upon ignition, explodes. 
Consequently, when one hears of a disas- 
trous gasoline explosion one may be sure 
that the explosion resulted from the 
mixing of the vapor from the gasoline 
with air in the proportion necessary to 
form an explosive mixture. 

One gallon of gasoline, when entirely 





Installations embracing the use of foam | 


vaporized, produces 32 cubic feet of va- 
por. If a lighted match could be applied 
to pure gasoline vapor in the absence of 
air, no fire or explosion would result, 
Gasoline: liquid vapor, like any other com- 
bustible material, needs the oxygen of the 
air in order to burn. 

It is fortunate that gasoline vapor, like 
other gases and vapors, needs a certain 
proportion of air before an explosion can 
take place. The author found that in qa 
hundred parts, by volume, of air and gas- 
oline, an explosion will not take place 
if there is less than 1.4 parts of gasoline 
vapor or more than six parts. In other 
words, the explosive range is between 1.4 
and about 6 per cent. of vapor. Flashes 
of flame will appear in mixtures contain- 
ing considerably smaller and larger pro- 
portions of vapor, and considerable pres- 
sure will be developed, but propagation 
through the mixture will not take place. 

Although the range of _ explosibility 
mentioned is narrow as compared to that 
of many other mixtures of combustible 
gases and air, yet the proportion of gaso- 
line vapor representing the lower limit is 
small, and indicates the great importance 
of not allowing even a little gasoline to be 
exposed in a room, because of the small 
quantity of vapor needed to make an ex- 
plosive mixture, with all the air in the 
room. If one gallon of gasoline is al- 
lowed to change completely into vapor, 
simply by exposing it to the room air, 
and if the room is gas-tight, the one gal- 
‘lon can render explosive. 2,100 cubic feet 
of air, the amount contained in a room 
measuring 21 by 10 by 10 feet. 


BOEN WISHES TO KNOW FACTS 
BEFORE STARTING GAS DOINGS 





MUSKOGEE, Okla., Jan. 15.—Commis- 
sioner J. W. Boen wants expert advice on 
the gas question. 

“T am in favor of carrying out the 
wishes of the people,”’ said Mr. Boen, “as 
shown by the vote on the bond issue, pro- 
viding the plan is feasible. I am not in 
favor of voting to spend $350,000, or any 
other large sum, however, until we know 
just where we stand. I, therefore, am in 
favor of carrying out the suggestions of 
the Citizens’ Gas Committee that a utility 
commission be appointed to advise with 
the City Council, and that this committee 
and the council spend whatever is neces- 
sary, not to exceed $5,000, to have a thor- 
ough test made by impartial gas experts 
to find out whether we can get the gas 
in large quantities if we build the line. 
It would certainly be foolish to expend a 
large sum in building the line, unless we 
can get plenty of gas when it is com- 
pleted. This is what I want these ex- 
perts and this public commission to point 
out. If they report we can, I want to 
start the line and build it at once. If we 
can’t, we will only be out a small sum to 
find this out. I want immediate action on 
this. I will co-operate every way I can 
with the committee, as I am personally 
deeply interested in seeing the city get 
cheap gas. I am not in favor of selling 
the bonds until we know just what we can 
count on, as they will draw interest from: 
the date they are sold, and if we can’t 
get the gas, I am opposed to selling any 
more bonds than the small amount neces- 
sary to pay for having the test made.” 











TREADWELL CONSTRUCTION CO., Midland, Penna. 


Designers, Fabricators and Erectors of 


STEEL PLATE CONSTRUCTION 























Still. 


OIL REFINERIES 


The Adjoining Cut is 
a Partial Representation of 
an Oil Refinery Built by us. 


Agitators are 1200 and 
2400 Barrel Capacity. 


Condenser Boxes, Size; 
23’0’’x48’0’’x12’0’’. 

Stills are 14’6’’in diam- 
eter and 42’0’”’ in length. 
The Still Bottoms are made 
in one plate, full length of 


We can give you Immediate 
Shipment and Quick Service on 
Erection of 55,000 Barrel Oil 
Storage Tanks. 


We Solicit Your Inquiries. 
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PIPE-LINE FIGURES FOR DECEMBER. 


Increases in the Quantity of Oil Run and Delivered Are Noted. 
Stocks Were Drawn On to the Extent of 2.880,697 Barrels. 


The figures of the pipe lines of the 
Eastern fields that make regular monthly 
reports show an increase in the amount of 
crude oil received from the wells during 
December,. with an increase in the daily 
average, aS compared with November; an 
increase in total deliveries and a decrease 
in stocks. The receipts from the wells 
during December amounted to 1,865,860 
bbis., giving a daily average of 60,189 
bbls., or a little over 200 bbls. a day more 
than in November. This is nearly 4,000 
bbls. a day less than in December of 1914. 
The average for the last three months has 
been below 60,000 bbls. a day, which is the 
smallest average since the Lima field was 
opened, or since 1889. All the lines show 
an increase in the runs with the exception 
of the Southwest Pipe Line, the Buckeye 
of Lima, and the Cumberland, 

The runs from the wells in Illinois for 
December, as reported by the Illinois Pipe 
Line Co. and the Tidewater Pipe Co., 
Ltd., amounted to 1,128,570 bbls., an in- 
crease of 11,084 bbls. over the November 
report. While the total was larger than 
the previous month, the daily average was 
smaller, owing to the difference in days. 
During December the daily average of re- 
ceipts was 36,415 bbls., the smallest of 
any month last year, or since 1907. The 
average for November was 37,259; for Oc- 
tober, 38,213, and 39,370 bbls. for Septem- 


, ber. For August the average was 39,418 


bbls., and for July, 40,519 bbls., as against 
41,675 bbls. in June. In May the average 
was 41,005 bbls.; in April, 42,708 bbls.; in 
March, 45,075 bbls.; for February 44,182 
bbls., and in January, 42,435 bbls. These 
figures illustrate the gradual decline of 
the Illinios fields. 

The runs from the wells for the Eastern 
and the Illinois lines during December ag- 
gregated 2,994,430 bbls., an increase of 
137,863 bbls. over November. The loss in 
the two divisions since March amounts to 
328,590 bbls., the greater proportion being 
that of the Illinois field. 

The estimated receipts from the wells 
of Oklahoma and Kansas during Decem- 
ber were 7,517,541 bbls., the increase over 
November being 728,553 bbls. The daily 
average was increased in December from 
226,299 to 242,502 bbls.; and in November 
there was an increase from 210,990 for 
October to 226,299 bbls. The figures indi- 
cate a gradual increase in the production 
of these two States. 

The runs from the Mid-Continent and 
the fields east of the Mississippi aggre- 
gated 10,511,971 bbls., a gain of 866,424 
bbls. over the November report. The daily 
average for December was 339,096 bbls., 
as against 321,518 bbls. for the previous 
month. The daily average for these divi- 
sions in October was 295,212 bbls., being 
the first month of the year that it fell be- 
low the 300,000-bbl. point. The daily av- 
erage for September was 326,690 bbls.; for 
August, 329,168 bbls.; for July, 331,347 
bbls.; in June, 311,833 bbls.; for May, 
334,046 bbls.; 319,012 bbls. for April, and 
387,579 bbls. for March. 

Regular deliveries by the Eastern lines 
amounted to 3,533,710 bbls., a slight in- 
crease in the total over November, but a 
decrease in the daily average, which was 
113,990 bbls. for December and 116,656 


——. 


| bbls. for the previous month. The regular 
deliveries of the Illinois Pipe Line for De- 
cember, were 14,310 bbls., and 146,998 bbls. 
by the Tidewater—a total of 161,317 bbls. 
The Tidewater also delivered 123,061 bbls. 
of Mid-Continent oil. 


The Mid-Continent pipe lines delivered 
8,193,684 bbls. during the month, a daily 
average of 270,763 bbls. This was a de- 
crease of 160,381 bbls. in the total, and of 
7,704 bbls. in the daily average. Besides 
the pipe-line deliveries, it is estimated 
that 5,500 bbls. were daily shipped by rail 
from Cushing. 

The following table shows the amount 
of crude petroleum held in storage by the 
several pipe lines mentioned in the differ- 
ent divisions of the oil fields, and the 
amount of each grade at the close of 
business Dec. 31: 


Grade of Oil. Total Bbls. 
RP AUONUN o's cis.c ce és 0 bn ccc e 5,110,741.76 
MMOL. ha eth acai tA Grd is 6 alee aia e's 1,722,335.53 

| Kentucky aa ioteihae ai dthaiaiate cial ha. < an ai ald 252,942.62 
Illinois (Eastern lines)......... 1,239,661.47 
Illinois (Illinois Pipe Line)...... 5,214,644.49 
Mid-Continent (Eastern lines).. 2,445,484.13 


Mid-Continent (Prairie O. & G.).40,000,000.00 


Mid-Continent (Prairie P. L.).. 1,000,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Magnolia P. L.). 121,547.00 
TOGO Wee. S2i. ccc ciceccvevees 57,107,357.00 
WOU THO BG ia oe ci dvece cece 59,998,054.21 
SOG oie alsa de Oe a tae wee 2,880,697.21 


The following table shows the condition 
of stocks in the same lines at the close of 
business Nov. 30: 


Grade of Oil. Total Bbls. 
IE INEM dn o<0. 0s p-0-0:0/ din ainreiela's 4,841,833.64 
Roar nea eK ssc sos dance mead 5 1,958,863.45 
Ct eM ee eer et tier rr ee 227,234.26 
Illinois (Eastern lines).......... 973,872.68 
Illinois (Illinois Pipe Lines).... 5,234,963.24 
Mid-Continent (Eastern lines)... 2,590,396.94 


Mid-Continent (Prairie O. & G.) .43,000,000.00 


Mid-Continent (Prairie P. L.)... 1,000,000.00 
Mid*Continent (Magnolia P. L.). 170,890.00 
oe. SS eee 59,998,054.21 
DOME GE: PRs 8 5 i cc esieasecs 61,272,088.18 
SOOT OUMO © ins 5 voc hin ns eeecece 1,274,033.97 


An increase of 268,000 bbls. is noted in 
the stocks of Pennsylvania oil, with a de- 
crease of 232,000 bbls. in Lima stocks. 
Kentucky showed a small increase, as did 
that of Illinois oil held in Eastern lines. 
The Illinois Pipe Line stocks decreased 
20,000 bbls., and Mid-Continent oil held in 
the East was lessened by about 145,000 
bbls. The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. is cred- 
ited with 3,000,000 bbls. less than in No- 
vember, which accounts for the smaller 
figures at the close of December. 


The stocks o fthe Mid-Continent field 
for all lines, not including about 16,000,000 
bbls. held in storage by operating com- 
panies, are estimated at 77,956,880 bbls., 
an increase over November of 120,990 bbls. 

The stocks credited to the various pipe 
lines and operating companies in the Mid- 
Continent field, with those of Illinois and 
the Eastern fields, aggregated 93,942,690 
bbls., an increase over November of 279,- 
636 bbls. The figures for October were 
97,792,088 bbls., so that November showed 
a decrease of 4,129,034 bbls. In October 
the increase over September was 3,826,225 
bbls., so that there has been practically 
no change in stocks for the last three 
months. : 








AFTER 12 YEARS PASS, LEASES 
ARE FILED IN NEW OIL FIELD. 


EL DORADO, Kan., Jan. 14.—Twelve 
years ago, J. P. Wheeler, of Wichita, had 
a hunch that oil might be found in this 
vicinity, and he took up leases, his tenure 
to last 20 years, each lease to be paid for 
at one-tenth of the oil or gas produced. 
Land thus secured consisted of 4,600 
— in Bloomington and Rock Creek 
ine, Butler County. Mr. Wheeler 
gd rate of $10, the royalty being placed 
het in no hurry to start development 
ve ocr leased would -some day be 
—" but he had an abiding faith that 

® scene of active oil operations. 
grenre passed and nothing happened 
M an especially important character to 

r. W heeler’s leases. Then came the El 
cm oil boom, and lease hunters began 

Swarm about the country, looking for 
saan They sought Mr. Wheeler and last 
ge offered $10 an acre for his leases. 
view of the fact that the original in- 


readily be seen that Mr. Wheeler’s fore- 
sight in taking up the land in 1903 was 
very fortunate for him. A peculiar fea- 
ture of the affair is that the leases had 
not been filed with the county authorities 
until the present time. This fact does not 
adversely affect the validity of the 
leases, however. 

Meanwhile, the farmers who agreed to 
lease their land for a tenth royalty are 
now filled with disappointment and dis- 
pleasure. Bonuses and other easy money 
are shut off from them, and they don’t 
relish losses which have thus incurred. 


OIL MEN TO DRILL IN AUSTRALIA. 





COALINGA, Cal., Jan. 14.—W. H. and | 
George Crooks, well-known oil men of} 
the Coalinga field, received their pass- 
ports about ten days ago after a delay of 
about 15 days. They leave San Francisco 
today on the steamship Ventura, of the 
Oceanic Steamship Co. line for Sydney, 
Australia, where they go to drill water 
wells for the government in its irrigation 





Lee C. Moore & Co. un. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


W. M. Cappe, Tulsa, Okla. 
Manager Mid-Continent Field. 


PRODUCERS TAKE. 
NOTICE 





We have a stock of Duplex, Heavy, 
Neill, Pipe Drilling Derricks at 
OILTON, OKLA. 








Including, Heavy Steel Crown 
Blocks with Six Pulleys, Steel 
Foundations, Bull Wheels and 


Bull Wheel Posts. 


REPEAT ORDERS MADE 
THIS STOCK NECESSARY 


Ask any of our customers. 


Ask Mr. Cappe for Prices. 


























WATERBURY 


WIRE AND MANILA 


DRILLING CABLES 


FOR LONG SERVICE—WRITE TODAY 
WATERBURY CO. 63 ParRK Row, NEW YORK 


CHICAGO—365 FE. Illinois St. 

SAN FRANCISCO—113 Davis St. 

NEW ORLEANS—1018 Maison- 
Blanche Building. 


DALLAS, TEX AS—Powell & 
Ellett Company, 911 South- 
western Life Building. 

BOSTON—220 Franklin St. 

OKLAHOMA IRON WORKS 
Tulsa, Drumright and Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

















GAS COMPRESSING STATIONS 


Just tell us what you require. We 
make plans, furnish machinery, 
erect complete plant, start it run- 
ning and guarantee its service. 








HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY COMPANY, 


MT. VERNON, OHIO TULSA, OKLA. PITTSBURGH, PA. 


GAS ENGINE 


REEVES 




















CUDAHY REFINING CO. 


REFINERS OF 


PETROLEUM 


GASOLINE NAPHTHA 


LUBRICATING OILS 


KEROSENE 
PARAFFINE WAX 


OFFICE: HARRIS TRUST BLDG, 


CHICAGO 


OPERATING REFINERIES AT COFFEYVILLE, KANS., AND MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 


























Yestment was $10 for each lease, it may. 


system to reclaim arid lands, 











The “PRIMM” Oil Engine 





runs on lowest grades of oil and 
is all the name ‘‘Primm’”’ signifies. 
Equipped ‘with special governor 
and reverse clutch for drilling. 

THE POWER MFG. CO. 
Dept. 14, Lima, Ohio 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT IS INSTRUCTIVE. 


Head of The Interior Department 


in His Annual Report to Congress, 


Deals Exhaustively With the Imporant Subjects of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas. 


In his annual report to Congress, Secre- 
tary Lane, of the Department of the Inte- 
rior, presents an interesting statistical 
review in respect to petroleum and natu- 
ral gas. 

“The marketed production of petroleum 
in the United States in 1914, including a 
small amount contributed by Alaska, 
amounted to 265,700,000 bbls. of 42 gallons 
each, this output being valued at $214,- 
000,000," says Secretary Lane. ‘“Thirty- 
five years ago, or in 1879, the total output 
credited to the United States was 19,900,- 
000 bbis., valued at $17,200,000. 

“Available statistics indicate that since 
1859, the year in which petroleum was 
first produced commercially in this coun- 
try, the United States has produced and 
marketed up to the end of 1914 a total of 
3,335,000,000 bbls. of petroleum, represent- 
ing 60 per cent. of the entire petroleum 
production of the world from 1857 to 1914, 
inclusive. 

“The world’s production of petroleum in 
1914 is estimated at 400,500,000 bbls., of 
which the United States furnished 66 per 
cent. 

“Imports of petroleum and petroleum 
products for consumption in the United 
States were practically negligible until 
1911, when the importation of crude pe- 
troleum for fuel purposes, from Mexico, 
began to assume significant proportions. 
Prior to then, the most significant imports 
were those of gasoline from Borneo to the 
Pacific Coast to supply a deficiency caused 
by the demand for automobile fuel. The 
recovery of gasoline from casing-head 
gas, an increased supply of the lighter re- 
fining oils, and the improvement in refin- 
ing processes have increased the supply 
of motor fuel in California and imports of 
gasoline are now of no consequence. 

“The total value of crude petroleum, 
petroleum products, and ozokerite, a nat- 
ural paraffin wax, imported for consump- 
tion in the United States in 1914 amount- 
ed to $12,300,000; the imports of crude pe- 
troleum, mainly from Mexico, were 17,- 
200,000 bblis., valued at $11,500,000, or 93 
per cent. of the value of all imports. Of 
the remaining 7 per cent., the value of the 
ozokerite imports is slightly more than 
that of the paraffin wax and paraffin oil. 
The United States exports far- more par- 
affin oil and paraffin wax than it imports, 
so that the country is obviously inde- 
pendent of foreign supplies of these re- 
fined products. Also in Utah are unde- 
veloped ozokerite deposits ample to supply 
the domestic requirements for this sub- 
stance, so that its importation is merely 
a matter of convenience. 

“The situation with regard to fuel-oil 
need is essentially similar. 

“Exports of crude petroleum and resid- 
uum for use mainly as fuel exceed in 


value the imports of fuel oil from Mexico, 
the ratio for 1914 beirig nearly 2 to 1 in 
favor of the United States. Under exist- 
ing conditions it is cheaper and more con- 
venient to export Mexican fuel oil for use 
along the Atlantic seaboard than to bring 
it from California and Gulf Coast ports. 
Furthermore, there is plenty of coal at 
hand to supply any possible deficiency of 
liquid fuel, so that the United States is 
independent of foreign fuel. 

“The total exports of crude petroleum 
and liquid products of petroleum, exclu- 
sive of waxes, greases, etc., amounted in 
1914 to 16,700,000 bbls. of 42 gallons each 
and had a declared value of $140,000,000. 

“Exports of crude petroleum were 
mainly, in order of magnitude, to Europe 
and Canada; of gasoline, to Europe, adja- 
cent North American countries, and South 
America; of naphtha, to Europe, adjacent 
North American countries and Asia, South 
America, Oceania, Africa; of lubricating 
oil, to Europe; of gas and fuel oil, to Eu- 
rope, adjacent North American countries, 
South America and Africa; and residuum 
to adjacent North American countries. 

Known Productive Land. 

“The known area of productive oil lands 
in the United States comprise six dis- 
tricts, as follows: (1) On the west flank 
of the Appalachian Mountains, from 





Southwestern New York to Northern Ala- 
,bama; (2) in Northwestern Ohio and 
|Eastern Indiana; (3) in Southeastern Illi- 
nois; (4) in Southeastern Kansas, North- 
eastern Oklahoma, Northeastern Texas, 
j;and Northwestern Louisiana; (5) in 
Southeastern Texas and Southwestern 
Louisiana; (6) in the southern half of 
California. In addition, there are rela- 
tively small areas of productive oil land 
in East-central Colorado and various 
| parts of Wyoming. 

} Petroleum in Reserve. 

| “The total area held in fee, leased, or 
|on which oil rights are claimed in these 
|various fields, including contested por- 
| tions of Federal petroleum reserves, 
| amounted at the end of 1914 to approxi- 
| mately 9,800,000 acres, or about 15,300 
square miles. Of this total area, perhaps 
20 per cent., or 3,060 square miles, was 
actually developed at the end of 1914. 
| Careful estimates made by the Geological 
Survey in 1907 placed the area of prospec- 
tive oil lands in this country at 8,450 
square miles. On this basis, approxi- 
mately three-eighths of the total area of 
oil land in this country is under develop- 
ment. Assuming that the yield of oil 
from the undeveloped area plus that con- 
tributed by the declining wells of the 
area already developed will be propor- 
tional to the quantity of oil already ob- 
tained, a fairly conservative assumption, 
then the reserves of petroleum in the 








United States amount at present to ap- 
proximately 5,560,000,000 bbls. At the 
present rate of consumption and export, 
which is, roughly, 250,000,000 bbls. a year, 
the available supply of petroleum would 
be exhausted in about 23 years, or about 
the year 1937. Probably, however, al- 
though the annual production may in- 
crease temporarily through developments 
in Oklahoma, California and Wyoming, 
there will be a marked decline within a 
very few years. This decline, the higher 
prices for petroleum and petroleum prod- 
ucts, more efficient utilization, and the 
prevention of much waste will prolong the 
life of our oil fields for many years. 


“Vast deposits of oil shale in Utah and 
Colorado, which can furnish 10 gallons to 
60 gallons per ton of rock, constitute an 
enormous undeveloped reserve of petro- 
leum, the value of which can not be esti- 
mated from present data. Attention was 
first directed to this latent source of pe- 
troleum from the Geological Survey in 
1901, and investigations are being made 
by the Survey and the Bureau of Mines 
to determine the extent and value of this 
reserve. - 

“From the crude petroleums are ob- 
tained products that are indispensable, 
one of these being lubricating oil, and an- 
other is kerosene, needed for the lighting 
of isolated houses and all buildings that 
cannot obtain gas or electricity at reason- 
able cost. 

“Gasoline, another product, is almost 
universally used in the country as motor 
fuel and may be regarded as necessary, 
though numerous efficient substitutes are 
available at higher prices. The Diesel 
type of engine, which burns either vege- 
table or mineral oils, also suggests how a 
scarcity of gasoline may be met. 

“Some unnecessary and wasteful uses 
of petroleum are as follows: Burning it 
under steam boilers, the most obviously 
unnecessary use; oiling roads, coal-tar 
residues being equally efficient; and mak- 
ing oil asphalt. The last use, though de- 
sirable, is unnecessary because deposits 
of native bitumen and asphaltic rocks are 
available in Utah, California, Texas, Ok- 
lahoma and elsewhere. 

America’s New Processes. 


“The growth of the pétroleum industry 
in the United States has been accompa- 
nied by the invention of new processes 
and devices and the improvements of old 
ones, making the industry notable for the 
introduction and development of distinct- 
ly American features. Some of these fea- 
tures are the perfecting of the cable rig, a 
chisel-shaped bit suspended by a rope, 
that has probably been tried in every oil 
field in the world, the rotary rig developed 
in the Gulf field and since used in Cali- 
fornia, Russia and Roumania; the con- 
struction of pipe lines hundreds of miles 
long, connecting the wells with refineries 
and shipping ports; the invention of proc- 
esses for refining oils of unusual composi- 
tion; the perfecting of processes by which 
the percentage of gasoline obtainable 
from crude oil is greatly increased; the 
production of gasoline from natural gas; 











and the manufacture of toluol and benzo] 
from petroleum. 

“Some of the wastes in the petroleum 
industry are enumerated here: Carcless 
method of drilling and~- casing wells 
whereby oil and gas are wasted, wells get 
beyond control or run “wild,” and pro- 
ductive sands are ruined by water; pro- 
duction in excess.of immediate marketing 
facilities and demand; storage in earthen 
sumps or open tanks, with resulting loss 
by seepage or evaporation; fires from 
lightning or other causes, which have 
caused enormous losses of stored oil or 
oils from flowing wells. 


“Some of the substitutes for petroleum 
are as follows: For illuminating pur- 
poses—acetylene gas, water gas, coal gas, 
animal fat or vegetable oil, or alcohol 
from grain, potatoes and waste products; 
for motor fuel—alcohol, benzol or vege- 
table oils in Diesel engine; for fuel oil— 
coal, coke, lignite, wood and charcoal; 
and for lubricating oil, no efficient substi- 
tute known. 


Concerning Natural Gas. 


“The quantity of natural gas commer- 
cially utilized in the United States in 1914 
is estimated to have amounted to 592,000,- 
000,000 cubic feet, valued at more than 
$94,000,000. In 1885, the value of natural 
gas utilized in this country was estimated 
at $4,857,000. 

“Productive areas correspond fairly 
closely in distribution with the petroleum, 
fields, except in California, where the 
commercially utilized production is ob- 
tained mainly from the Buena Vista Hills 
division of the Midway field in Kern 
County. 

“Probably areas lie in extension of the 
present productive fields either areally or 
deeper. Natural-gas resources far in ex- 
cess of present demand within the limit of 
transports are know to exist in the Heald- 
ton, Loco and Duncan fields in South- 
western Oklahoma; in the Buena Vista 
and Elk Hills in Kern County, California; 
in Buffalo Basin, Park County, Wyoming; 
and in Zapata and San Patricio counties 
in Southern Texas. 

“Natural gas is an ideal fuel that has 
been grossly wasted, but it can be re- 
placed, though at an increased cost, by 
manufactured substitutes. Substitutes for 
natural gas, which can be prepared from 
raw materials abundant in the United 
States, include coal gas, water gas, pro- 
ducers gas, and for illumianting purposes, 
acetylene gas, gasoline and petroleum 
derivations, - 


“Natural gas can be used in place of 
any other fuel, experiments having dem- 
onstrated that natural gas compressed in 
cylinders can even be applied as a motive 
power for automobile propulsion. 


Epoch-making features in the natural- 
gas industry are the developments of the 
internal-combustion engine for the eco- 
nomic consumption of natural gas, where- 
by saving of 90 per cent. of fuel may be 
effected as compared with burning natural 
gas under a steam boiler with only 10 per 
cent. efficiency. Other features are the de- 
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elopment of the mud-laden process for EXPO OCT ER October were much less than the previous For the 11 months ending November, 1915, 
1 all the flow of gas and conserving RTS OF OB 10 months, it will be seen that gas oil and;the total exports were 2,125,048,609 gal- 
the supply underground until needed, and SHOW FAIR INCREASE. fuel oil sent abroad was greatly in excess|lons, compared with 2,057,399,767 gallons 
the development of the process for ex- of the exports for the previous October.|for the period ending November, 1914. 
tracting gasoline from casing-head gas.| WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15.—The|This increase in the exportation of gas} There was an increase in the exporta- 
“Some of the losses due to waste of;monthly summary of Foreign Commerce | oil and fuel oil is also shown in the record| tion of each class of oil except jn the case 
gas may be grouped as follows: of the United States, giving exports of|for the 10 months ending October, the|of illuminating oil, which decreased from 
(1) The unexpected encountering of mineral oils during October, shows in-|amount being 646,279,951 gallons, com- 70,467,174 gallons’ in November, 1914, to 
large volumes of gas under great pres-|Creases in quantities sent abroad in every |pared with 519,259,748 gallons for the 10) 55,483,510 gallons in November, 1915. 
sure and attendant loss of control, as at class of mineral oil and its products ex-| months ending October, 1914, and 277,723,-| There was an increase in the amount of 
White Point, San Patricio County, Texas; |CePt gasoline and residuum, including tar/816 gallons for the 10 months ending) gasoline exported from 15,541,822 gallons 
and in lack of skill or indifference of the |ff0m which light bodies have been dis- | October, 1913. : __.._ |in November, 1914, to 26,836,692 gallons in 
operator in permitting wells, which could | tilled. Of the 70,677,380 gallons of illuminating | November, 1915. For the 11 months end- 
be capped at a little additional cost, to| Im the case of gasoline, the exportation |oil exported in October, 1915, 15,261,140| ing November the increase in the exporta- 
run wild. amounted to only 6,640,659 gallons, valued | gallons were sent to the United Kingdom, | tion of gasoline was from 187,806,889 gal- 
(2) Underground leakage from’ gas at $688,889, compared with 18,108,166 gal-|9,565,259 gallons to France, 7,879,969 gal- lons for the period ending November, 1914, 
nd to another permeable stratum lons, valued at $1,971,029, during October, |lons to the Netherlands, 5,664,333 gallons| to 252,009,565 gallons for the period ending 
r = ; 1 act 1 1914. During the 10 months ending Octo-/to Italy, and 1,922,192 gallons to Denmark. | November, 1915. 
through Sapa, Cee te cee ber the exportation of gasoline amounted|Canada took 1,047,035 gallons, China| (Crude-oil exports increased from 11,- 
1 (3) Where the quantity of gas in indi-/to 98,471,466 gallons, valued at $11,145,307, |3,741,675 gallons, Brazil 1,448,460 gallons, 500,483 gallons in November, 1914 to 
F vidual oil wells is not great, though great |compared with 140,275,273 gallons, valued |Japan 2,026,224 gallons and British Oce-| 13 495,761 gallons in November, 1915. _ 
; in the aggregate, the gas is often con-|at $17,386,543, for the 10 months ending | ania 1,269,550 gallons. Exportation of lubricating oil increased 
~ veyed to a safe distance from the well) October, 1914, and 100,353,871 gallons, val-| Of the 18,278,962 gallons of lubricating| from 14,580,948 gallons in November, 1914, 
5 and burned. Increased recognition of the/ued at $14,667,999, for the 10 months end-/|oil exported, the United Kingdom took] to 18,668,877 gallons in November, 1915. 
gasoline extractable from such natural ing October, 1913. 5,585,741 gallons, France 3,415,595 gallons,| Residuum, fuel oil, etc., exported, in- 
gas has caused operators to greatly re-| ‘The gasoline exported in October went |Italy 1,583,009 gallons in October, 1914. creased from 55,752,574 gallons in Novem- 
duce this form of waste. almost entirely to Canada and Argentina,| The exportation of naphtha and light|per, 1914, to 72,333,059 gallons in Novem- 
“ (4) Waste in consumption includes the|Canada taking 2,806,783 gallons, and Ar-|products of distillation, except gasoline,|per 1915. Cc. E. K. 
4 use of natural gas under power plant gentina, 2,243,230 gallons. The United|amounted to 11,903,095 gallons, compared 
boilers where the same power could be} Kingdom took 796,407 gallons and British! with 5,380,000 gallons in October, 1914. 
. generated in an internal combustion en-|Oceania 260,400 gallons. According to| The total mineral oil exported, accord-|TO VISIT OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS. 
' gine by using about one-tenth the volume/|these exports of gasoline of record, no'ing to these revised statistics for October, 
a of gas; in burning, in open air, residual|country of Continental Europe received amounted to 205,462,089 gallons, compared| OGDEN, Utah, Jan. 15.—W. F. Culmer, 
gas after gasoline extraction, and inj/any of this American product during Oc-|with 195,883,472 gallons in October, 1914.|representing an oil-distributing concern 
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burning natural gas for the manufacture |tober, 1915. The total mineral oil exported during the/of Salt Lake City, left on Monday for a 
y of carbon black, the latter form of con-; Of the 12,518,427 gallons of crude oil ex-|10 months ending October, 1915, was|three weeks’ Eastern trip to include the 
“ sumption would be an unnecessary use| ported, Canada took 11,791,189 gallons. 1,943,102,329 gallons, valued at $117,748,314, | Mid-Continent fields of OkJahoma and 


rather than a waste, as the carbon-black| Gas oil and fuel oil was exported to the|compared with 1,901,028,139 gallons, val-|Kansas and the Ohio fields. 
industry has grown up only in localities|extent of 85,342,472 gallons, compared with|period ued at $120,638,004, during the 10| Mr. Culmer’s company has a branch 













































































| where a large gas production is not trib- | 63,533,345 gallons in October, 1914. The|months ending October, 1914. plant at Independence, Kan. . 
° utary to markets where the gas might be/table of exports furnished in this report Another Increase in November. Before leaving, he said: ‘‘We shall cer- 
better utilized. The remedy for most does not show to what countries this gas| Preliminary reports of exports of min-|tainly go after war orders. There is a 
le waste lies in conserving the natural gas/oil and fuel oil was exported. While it'eral oil during the month of November |peculiar situation in the oil business this 
rT underground until it can be utilized to/ will be observed that the exports of gaso- | indicate an increase in total exports from| year, viz: The demand is greater than 
t best advantage. line in October were about one-third the} 167,843,001 gallons, valued at $9,549,134, in| the supply. I want to get down on the 
of “Tr, the past there has been an enor- |similar exports in October, 1914, and while | November, 1914, to 186,817,899 gallons, | producing ground and see what is doing.” 
- mous waste and the total waste is still|'such exports during the 10 months ending | valued at $12,480,736, in November, 1915. S. R. P. 
4 discreditable to a nation. In the Appa- 
lachian fields the loss of gas from oil 
i wells, flambeaux, from leaking pipe lines, 
#4 and many other methods of waste, was a e ° e 
7 not less than 1,000,000,000 cubic feet WE FINISH the threading of each coupling with accurate taper taps, testing the 
" ening vale 2 LADRRERAN namie tock accuracy of our work with gauges for size and alignment of threads and the 
A of natural se. tomene openers A018 game careful methods are used in the threading of our pipe. This makes a tight, 
mr “In one state not less than 250,000,000||| Uniform joint with a maximum value for resistance to the severe strains to which 
d cubic feet of gas has been wasted daily, ||/ well casing and tubing and rotary drill pipe are subjected. Carried in stock by 
- uty, 20 Dae Souk Ok Mi alan hawe 
| ity, per cent, of which m 
“ been easily and cheaply prevented. In SOUTHERN WELL SALES COMPANY 
the Caddo (La.) natural gas field at least HOUSTON, BEAUMONT, HUMBLE and SOUR LAKE, TEXAS 
400,000,000 cubic feet of gas was wasted and SHREVEPORT and Olt CITY, LA. 
of daily, practically all the waste being pre- 
oF, ventable. Two wells in this field having PRICHARD SUPPLY CO. - - Mannington, W. Va. 
in an estimated volume of 20,000,000 or 30,- BRANCHLAND SUPPLY co. Huntington, Ww. Va.; “Midkitr, Ww. Va. Branchland, W. b ng 
re 001,000 cubie faee pak ay Beew uae: and CAMERON TOOL CO. - == == = "=" = "= == = =) == = Cameron, W.Va. 
burned for one or two years. NEW MARTINSVILLE SUPPLY CO. - - - - - - - - - “New Martinsville, W. Va. 
1- “All flowing wells are also gas wells LAWRENCEVILLE MACHINE CO. i > ale a - 
of mor ptee See 6 6 = wrenceville, 
: an oll well geumaade nz 69 to 100 bbls. of oll BRADFORD SUPPLY CO. - - - - + + =. - - = Bradford, Pa. 
oil well p ucing oO se BOVAIRD & SEYFANG MANUFACTURING co - Bradford, Pa. 
e- produces 5,000,000 to 10,000,000 cubic feet UNITED HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. - - - " ‘Titusville, Pa.; Oil City, Pa.; Erie, Pa. 
be of gas, the latter having a fuel value at a KANE SUF FFLY a CO. ---+-+-++e+e = w Z in _ Sone” m, Fe. 
> low fi Siete wo Gia ss < =o + > Sie var, . 
al very low figure per thousand feet of many PRODUCERS MMMM tie isi) sk oe gt ie he Franklin, Pa. 
er times the value of the oil. The oil pro evn GUNTLY CO. «>< « & « «6 « «20 = = =. 4.06 = QBowsevilie, Pa. 
e- ducer, if in need of power, has used what i 2 
gas he required for power purposes and Representatiyes and stocks at all important points in the United States. 
xs turned the balance loose, looking on any 
a surplus gas as a nuisance to be gotten rid 
creliing te righ tse ante seas OUTH CHESTER TUBE COMPANY 
with his own product. 
“Through the investigations of the 7 
ong States Geological Survey and the CHESTER, PA, 
eforts of the Bureau of Mines to interest 
drillers and wel Gabe ta watlbda sof PITTSBURGH NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO 
lessenting waste, conditions in some fields 
are improving, and state officials are 
having better success in bringing about 
the enactment and enforcement of prac- : 
ticable and ddequate legislation to con- 
aaa eees| ROGS-MEEHAN FOUNDRY CO 
‘much more investigation to ascertain the e 
conditions that cause waste in different . 
fields and to devise methods by which MANUFACTURERS OF 
Waste may be minimized or prevented.” 
See STEEL, MALLEABLE AND GREY CASTINGS 
WATER IN WYOMING WELL. For 
OGDEN, Utah, Jan, 4.—News reaching OIL PRODUCERS AND REFINERS 
here day from Greybull, Wyo., says that 
lt Valley, B. C., Oil Co.’s No. 1 * ss 
ell has reached a depth of 1,092 feet. At T U S$. A. 
this level, water was encountered, which River Clamps a Specialty Chattanooga, eni., ° 
is now being cased off. Drilling will be : 
renewed in a couple of days. 
The formations so far reached are, ac- 
cording to the company’s geologist, the 
Same as those contained in the largest : 
Producing wells of this district. 
The company’s second well is progress- 
pe Dicey and a report is expected on it : 
© next few days: 
haa Greyeat refinery is in steady oper- BEAUMONT ’ TEXAS 
nand a plan is now said to be on foot : 
to erease ita capacity to 16,000 bbia a MANUFACTURERS OF CYPRESS TANKS 
= 8. R. P. 














32 ; 


THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





REPORT ON NATURAL GAS RESOURCES. 


Geologist Wegemann Reports on 


the Gas Fields of Central and 


Southern Oklahoma- Gas Helps to Make Wells Productive. 


(By Carroll H. Wegemann, in Bulletin 629 
of the United States Geological Survey.) 


Scattered through Muskogee, Okmulgee, | 
and northern McIntosh counties, along. 
the southern edge of the great Oklahoma | 
oil and gas fields, are numerous areas that | 
have produced natural gas in great quan- 
tities. Fields near Henryetta, Schulter, | 
Okmulgee, Boynton, Haskell, and Musko- | 
gee contain wells whose initial flows are | 
reported to have ranged from a few mil- | 
lion to 40,000,000 cubic feet a-day. Over| 
much of the area the gas is directly asso- 
ciated with oil pools and has been devel- | 
oped and, it must be admitted, wasted in| 


used to prevent waste and the manage- 
ment of adjacent wells. A few wells that 
show large volumes when brought in de- 
cline quickly in production, probably be- 
cause the gas sands that supply them are 
of small extent. The rapid decline of 
other wells and their ‘drowning’ with 
salt water are undoubtedly the result of 
drawing too heavily on them or on wells 
which under careful management have 
yielded gas for two or three years with 
but little diminution in volume. 

South of the main area of the oil and 
gas fields above described and separated 
from it by broad stretches of unproduc- 


connection with the production of oil.|tive territory are several gas fields, re- 
The gas is found in the oil sands and in|cently developed, in which the gas does 
sands overlying them and has proved not appear to be associated with oil in 
more or less of a hindrance in the imme- jany great quantity. Two of these fields 
diate production of oil. The far-reaching have been examined by the writer, and 
effects of the presence of the gas in in-|brief descriptions of them are given be- 
creasing the amount of oil recoverable low. Additional details will be given later 


from the sands has been appreciated by | 
few of the oil operators. The various 
methods of wasting the gas above ground | 
or beneath the surface have been dis- 
cussed too often to require description | 
here, but the fact remains that vast} 
stores of valuable gas have been dissi- | 
pated, and that even now it is difficult for | 
companies interested in the preservation | 
of the gas to avoid the bad effects of too! 
heavy drains on the gas reservoirs in 
neighboring properties over which they | 
have no control. The Bureau of Mines 
and the State authorities have already 
taken steps to conserve the remaining gas 
supplies, and it is believed that their ac-| 
tion will eventually lead to greatly im-| 
proved conditions in the gas fields. | 

Active drilling is still in progress in the) 
Muskogee-Okmulgee field, and new areas 
of productive oil and gas territory are be-| 
ing brought in. Undrained areas of gas) 
probably remain in the vicinity of some of 
the old oil fields. It is doubtful if other | 
gas pools as great in extent as those al- | 
ready developed will be found in this old | 
area, but it seems safe to say that careful | 
drilling throughout this area may open); 
many large gas wells whose product could | 
be utilized if pipe lines were available. | 
It is evident, however, from the amount} 
of drilling already done in the region and | 
the quantities of gas already taken out | 
that the productive gas wells yet to be} 
drilled must be scattered over a consider- | 
able area, and the expense involved in| 
building lines to them will be proportion- | 
ately great—so great, perhaps, as to re-| 
duce considerably the distance to which} 


in a report with maps covering portions of 
the region discussed in these notes. 


Checotah Gas Field. 


The Checotah gas field lies about five 
miles south of the town of Checotah, in 
McIntosh County. The first productive 
well was completed on Feb. 10, 1914, and 
up to the time of the writer’s examina- 
tion (November, 1915) seven gas wells had 
been drilled, having initial volumes rang- 
ing from 1,500,000 to 15,000,000 cubic feet 
a day. The principal yield of gas is ob- 
tained at depths ranging from 1,970 to 
2,100 feet, although gas in paying quanti- 
ties (1,000,000 to 2,000,000 cubic feet a 
day) is found in most of the wells at 600 
to 700 feet below the surface, and in some 
parts of the field a third gas sand at 
depths of 1,500 to 1,600 feet is reported. 
A list of the wells follows: 


Green River No. 1, SW. 4% SW. % Sec- 
tion 29, T. 11 N., R. 17 E.; completed Feb. 
10, 1914. 


Green River No. 2, NE. % NW. ! Sec- 
tion 32, T. 11 N., R. 17 E.; completed 
June 7, 1914. 

Green River No. 3, SW. 4% SE. % Sec- 
tion 30, T. 11 N., R. 17 E.; completed Oct. 
22, 1915. 

Gladys Bell No. 1, SW. 4% SE. 4% Sec- 
tion 29, T. 11N., R. 17 E.; completed Oct. 
26, 1915. 

Gladys Bell (Bunker Hill Oil Co. No. 1), 
SW. % SE. \% Section 36, T. 11 N., R. 
16 E.; completed July, 1914. 

Markowitz & Kell, C: D. Cook No. 1, 
|SE. 4% SW. % Section 25, T. 11 N., R. 16 E. 
A shallow well, 645 feet in depth, in the 


the product can be transported with com-igw. 4% NE. \ Section 32, T. 11 N., 
E. 


mercial success. 
The life of gas 


thickness and porosity of the various 
sands, but most of all by the methods 








Stop Pulling 
Tubing 


Reduce Cost of Operating Lease 


|R. 
wells in this region | 
varies greatly, being governed by the | the vicinity of the field, in the 


. ze 

Four dry holes have been put down in 
NE. \% NE. 
|% Section 35, T. 11 N., R. 17 E. and the 
|\SE. 4% SW. % Section 4, NW. 4% NW. % 
| Section 16, and NW. 4% NW. % Section 
120, T. 11 N., R. 16 E. 

| The structural feature on which the gas 
|is found appears to be a dome slightly 
longer than broad, its long axis trending 
vin a northeasterly direction, Wells Nos. 
/1 and 2 of the Green River Oil Co., in the 
iSW. 4% SW. \% Section 29 and the NE. \ 
NW. % Section 32, T. 11 N., R. 17 E., ap- 
pear to be on the crest of the dome. From 


Use the 


The McGregor Working Barrel 


|these wells the gas pool ‘probably extends 
| for about two miles to the southwest and 





jbeen fully defined. If the structure is 
| fairly regular, as it appears to be from 
|the rather meager data at hand, the gas 
|pool may be expected to extend for about 
jone and one-half miles northwest and 
;Southeast of Green River wells Nos. 1 and 
'2, or, in other words, the gas pool prob- 


Is not an experiment, it has 
been in actual use for five 
years, and is now being gen- 
erally adopted by a majority 





|possibly farther, its limits not having yet) 





of oil producers, both large 
and small, throughout the 
United States. 

Especially adaptable for 
wells making sand or with 
worn-out working barrels or 
leaky valves. 


See dealers or 
write for circular 


McGregor Working Barrel 
Co., Inc. BRADFORD, PA. 
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ably has a width of about three miles. 
Its extent toward the northeast is uncer- 
tain, but it seems reasonable to assume 
that the pool may extend in this direction 
for a mile or a mile and a half from its 
highest point. The area of the gas pool 
as a whole is probably about 10 square 
miles. It seems unlikely that oil will be 
found in large amount associated with the 
gas of this field, although it must be ad- 
mitted that the borders of the gas terri- 
tory have not yet been tested. 


The rocks in the Checotah field belong 
to the Pennsylvania series of the Carbon- 
iferous system, as shown by the presence 
of a coal bed about three feet thick, re- 
ported in the logs of some of the wells at 
about 800 feet. The strata recorded in 
the several well logs appear to be com- 
paratively .uniform in thickness, and ex- 
act correlations can therefore be made 





between the wells. The sand from which 
the principal supply of gas is derived is 
about 50 feet thick, but the gas is not 
distributed evenly through the sand, lying 
rather in pay streaks, each of which is 
from 5 to 20 feet in thickness. 


A gas field 10 square miles in area, with 
wells yielding, according to reports, from 
1,500,000 to 15,000,000 cubic feet of gas as 
initial daily production, is capable of pro- 
ducing, if properly drilled, an enormous 
quantity of gas. The life of the wells and 
the life of the field as a whole will of 
course depend on the care with which the 
gas supplies are protected from leakage 
and from invasion by water. 


Some evidence noted in the field, which 
was not, however, amplified by a detailed 
examination, seems to show that the 
dome on which the gas wells are located 
lies on a general axis of uplift extending 
in a northeasterly direction, and it is pos- 


—- 


capable of producing without injury be- 
tween 400,000 and 500,000 cubic feet of gag 
daily. One of the wells shows a little ojj 
when the gas is drawn on heavily, but oil 
in notable quantity has not yet been 
found in this field. 


Pools in Carter and Stephens Counties. 


No report on the gas fields of Central 
and Southern Oklahoma would be com- 
plete without reference to the gas pools 
in Carter and Stephens counties. In Car- 
ter County the largest gas wells are found 
at the southeast extremity of the Heald- 
ton oil pool, in Section 15, T. 4 S., R. 3 
W. The initial volume of one of these 
wells, drilled in February, 1915, was re- 
ported as 40,000,000 cubic feet a day. Gas 
sands above the principal oil sands are 
found in most of the oil wells on thé 
Healdton dome, and large supplies of gas, 
to which little attention is paid, have al- 
ready been developed in the search for oil 


sible that other small domes may be dis- 
covered on this axis to the northeast of 
the present field. 

Ada Gas Field. 
The Ada gas field is in Pontotoc Coun- 
ty, one mile west of the town of Ada. The 


in this field. In October, 1915, a gas well 
with an initial volume of 18,000,000 cubic 
feet a day was drilled southwest of the 
village of Fox, about eight miles north of 
the Healdton field. 


In the Loco field, which lies in Sections 


field has been developed within the last 
15 months, and up to the time of the 
writer’s examination (November, 1915) 10 
gas wells had been put down, all in T. 4 
N., R. 6 E., as follows: . 


MacThwaite Oil & Gas Co.—Allen No. 1, 
SW. % NE. &% SE. % Section 31; Allen No. 
2, NE. 4% NE. % SE. % Section 31; Car- 
ney No. 1, SW. % SE. % NW. % Section 
31; Harden No. 1, SE. 4% SE. 4% NE. 4% 
Section 31; Charlton No. 1, SE. 4% SW. 4% 
Section 31. Erwin No. 1, NE. 4% SE. 4 
SE. % Section 31. 


Skelly & Sankey—Bruner No. 1, NW. 4% 
SW. % SE. \% Section 31; City of Ada 
No. 1, NW. % NE. % SE. % Section 31; 
Ford Harris No. 1, NW. 4% SW. 4% NW. %& 
Section 32. 


Skelly Cantwell No. 1, NW% 
SW. % Section 32. 


Rex Oil & Gas Co.—Cassier Leader No. 
1, SW. % SE. % Section 30. 


Both the surface rocks and those en- 
countered in the wells belong to the upper 
part of the Carboniferous system and con- 
sist of sandstones, limestones, and shales 
that vary considerably in thickness and 
character from one well to the next, so 
that it is somewhat difficult to make ac- 
curate correlations from the well logs. 
The gas pool appears, however, to be sit- 
uated on a small dome the longer axis of 
which trends N. 72° E. The dome appears 
to be somewhat irregular, and it is prob- 
able that the lower limit of the gas pool 
is by no means a horizontal plane. On 
the southwest and northwest the gas- 
producing area is limited by dry holes, 
but on the northeast prospecting is still in 
progress, and the extent of the pool in 
that direction is as yet unknown. It is 
probable, however, from the shape of the 
fold as already apparent, that the gas- 
producing area is not more than one and 
one-half square miles. 


The principal supply of gas is found at 


Sw. %& 


‘depths ranging from 1,000 to 1,200 feet 


and is derived in most of the wells from 
two beds of sandstone which range from 
10 to 40 feet in thickness and are sepa- 
rated by 25 to 50 feet of shale. The ini- 
tial flows of the wells range from 2,500,000 
to 16,000,000 cubic feet of gas a day, and 
the initial rock pressure runs as high as 
440 pounds, 





Single wells appear to be lect it. 


9, 10 and 15, T. 2 S., R. 5 W., three miles 
southwest of the town of Loco, nine pro- 
ductive wells have been drilled which 
have tested a territory about one and 
one-half square miles in extent. The gas 
wells range in initial volume from about 
6,000,000 to 20,000,000 cubic feet a day. 
The gas has not yet been utilized, but it 
is understood that a pipe line to the field 
is contemplated. 


The Duncan gas field lies in Section 12, 
T. 1N., R. 6 W., about 10 miles northeast 
of the town of Duncan, or 15 miles north 
of the Loco field. Six gas wells have been 
drilled, all in one section, and the pro- 
ducing territory is probably of compara- 
tively small extent. The wells, however, 
show initial volumes of 3,000,000 to 18,000,- 
000 cubic feet a day, and the town of 
Duncan obtains its gas supply from them. 


Gas From Deeper Sands. 


In these notes no consideration has been 
given to the possibilities of striking deep- 
er sands in the pools, There should, in 
fact, be a number of underlying sands in 
the Pennsylvanian series in most of the 
pools, though it can not be certainly pre- 
dicted whether they will be found to con- 
tain gas, oil, or water. The pools farther 
south, such as the Checotah pool, are 
more likely to contain gas than oil in 
large amounts in the deeper sands. If gas 
is present in lower sands it should be 
under greater pressure and_ therefore 
more productive area for area. It will be 
noted that the drilling in these pools has 
generally gone but little below 2,000 feet, 
some of the wells being less than 1,200 
feet deep. In the course of time these 
pools will undoubtedly be drilled until the 
lowest sands that can be reached by mod- 
ern methods have been tapped. 


Conclusion. 


In conclusion it may be stated that the 
gas resources of Central and Southern 
Oklahoma are sufficient, if protected from 
waste and properly handled, to furnish 
supplies to such cities as Dallas and Fort 
Worth for years to come. The gas 1s, 
however, for the most part distributed 
over large areas in many pools of com- 
paratively small size, and it may prove 
unprofitable under present conditions to 
build pipe lines of sufficient extent to col- 
Among the larger gas pools may 
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FOR SALE 


15,000 feet 2-in. pipe; 
13,000 feet 3-in. pipe; 
50,000 feet 6-in. pipe; 
10,000 feet 10-in. pipe; 


pumps. 








NEW AND SECONDHAND PIPE, 
CASING AND MACHINERY 


50,000 feet 2%4-in. pipe; 
100,000 feet 4-in, pipe; 
5,000 feet 8-in. pipe; 
5,000 feet 12-in. pipe. 
10—104%x12 Ajax, U. S., Struthers and Lone Star engines. 
5—10x5%x12 Gumbo Buster pumps. 
5—10x6x12 Gardner slush pump. 
1—10x12x14 Snow pipe-line pump. 
1—10x6x10 Outside packed Snow pump. 
6—6x4x6 Advance and Fairbanks Morse boiler feed and Duty 


All parts to Rotary drilling rigs. Inquiries solicited, delivered prices quoted. 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. inc. Beaumont, Texas 


Duplex 
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1 WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. E. A. COLEMAN THOMAS T. GRAY HOYT R. OGRAM 
° Chemical Engineers Oil, Production and Royalty Broker a Pade gn maneeeh, Ceemniet and Refinery Lead Burner 
‘ Treating Roily Oil a Specialty Kansas and Oklahoma Fields at aomcakaits of acmebeen ocodaate Apartment C, 310 S. Elgin Ave. 
i 601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg., St. Louis 26 Nebraska Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. Laboratory: ELIZABETH, N. J Tulsa, Okla. 
3 BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. CONDENSED EFFICIENCY DORSEY HAGER © ALBERT T. PATRICK PETROLEUM EXCHANGE 
: Furniture for Office and Home The Corona Typewriter, with case, Petroleum Geologist and Engineer Oil and Gas Properties 
: Shaw-Walker Filing Devices 9 lbs. For road, field, office or home Lynch Building Crude Oil and Products 
a Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma. City TULSA TYPEWRITER CO. *Phone 5398 Tulsa, Okla. Hotel Tulsa Tulsa, Okla. 
5 
, G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY F. CLEO HOOVER PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 
Z Only first-class producing propertiés Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent Stenographer and Notary. Legal, Lsnies dell Dretuets 
: handled Towel service for offices, $1 per month Commercial and Multigraph Work RE ee rns ; 
‘ 230 Robinson Arcade Tulsa, Okla. Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 613 Daniel Bldg. Phone 4281, Tulsa, Ok. si2 Colcord Bide. Oklahoma City 
e 
of CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. DESHON & DAVISON JOHN J. HAINSWORTH RELIABLE TRANSFER AND BAGGAGE CO. 
W. S. Bell, L. B. Norton Electrical Contractors Civil Ensi B ville, Texas Moves household goods, office furniture 
8 J. F. Patterson Electrical Supplies and Gas Lighting Maps and Oil Leases of Gulf Coast, : and freight promptly 
s Okmulgee, - - - = + Oklahoma 416 S. Main _ Tulsa, Okla. Texas and Mexico Oil Fields For Sale Phones 1318 and 1755 — Tulsa, Okla. 
b= 
h 
d CLARK & SHADE DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT Cu. F. G. ROMAIN 
iS CONSULTING ENGINEERS General Insurance General Abstractors Expert Accountant. Systematizer. 
it Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. Small set of books solicited. 
he M , ss : ; r 
; In the ape geen le Distribution 212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 9 West Dewey Sapulpa, Okla. 516 Daniel Bldg. Phone 3646. Tulsa, Ok. 
i 
id PROPORTIONAL METERS PROPORTIONAL METERS 2 
Tested and Repaired Bought and Sold L. N. EWING & CO. W. &. NICODEMUS L. P. WHARTON 
2, Box 204 ’Phone 4013 General Insurance Production, Leases, Royalties and Real Production Leases Royalties 
st TULSA, OKLA. Employes’ Liability a Specialty Estate in the Cushing Field in the Cushing Field 
h : Clinton Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. Drumright, Okla. Cushing, Okla. 
n 
)- 
- be mentioned the field south of Checotah, road oil, and upon its arrival at destina- |language can be found to define in unmis- 
é in McIntosh County, which is at present RELATES TO RATES ON ; tion was refused and later turned over to|takable terms what will be transported at 
" being drilled. The large supplies of gas PETROLEUM TAILINGS. '|2 customer at that place for fuel pur- specific rates. The exercise of due care 
- in the immediate vicinity of the Healdton bear bi ga — pg ee = sy comn- red f-| carriers in the framing of their 
tT ct seid are worthy of careful considera-| WASHINGTON, D.C Jam. 15 The ad i rete a re oe of this character Bat ee er 
tion, especially snce the bringing in of the|Interstate Commerce Commission has thick,’ and was thereupon diverted to/ants herein are also not hen Sean asa. 
new gas well near Fox, north of the field,) rendered an opinion in the case of the Plymouth, in the State of Michigan, to fill'cism. They have taken advantage of a 
n which suggests the possibility of the pres-| National Petroleum Association vs. The an order for a carload of ‘road oil.’ Fuel technical situation in the tariffs to mar- 
m 
D- ence of other gas pools in this vicinity. Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroadjoil, therefore, is a generic term and does ket upon a lower freight rate a com- 
in Co. et al, which relates to rates on pe- [not a ge ange ning — = vc cana Ba beer they have _ pre- 
* cE CGRaaRamenl 1 es : . |acter of oil; nor does the word tailings as|viously been unable to find a market 
“ CLEVELAND AND WAYNE COUNTY.|<rOlcum tailings i carloads shipped fromused in the tariffs of the defendants de-|upon higher rate of freight. What the 
e- panna at: Winit Okl to E St \fine any particular kind of product or any|complainants shipped during the period 
a WOOSTER, O., Jan. 15.—In the Woos- aery inita, a., to East -|ingredient or component part of the oil.|in question as petroleum tailings they 
A ter field in Wayne County, in Congress | YOUiSs: Granite City and Chicago, Ill.; East /t indicates only the place in the course billed prior to that time as fuel oil; they 
Township, the Ohio Fuel Supply Co,|CHicago and Gary, Ind., and Racine and/of manufacture where it is found, and is/took contracts calling for fuel oil and, 
re drilled a ee teikh aie tna dintooies osinar Milwaukee, Wis. The commission holds;no more definite than the term fuel oil. |while the shipments were invoiced to the 
a o fthe D. Byers heirs’ farm, Section 3 that the published rates on petroleum! No line can be drawn between fuel oil and | consignees as such, they were billed to 
AB alo tale of ha tke. © oe n *| tailings were lawfully applicable in this|Tesidual products of complainants’ refin-|the carriers as petroleum tailings. Other 
ne air gas well in No. 3 on the south- on th t isi leries. No inspector could determine by|shippers, less skilled in the use of rate 
re east corner of the M. Auckerman farm, er Pe pee des "gpd ae eigesl — an examination of the complainants’ ship-;schedules, continued to ship their com- 
ne Section 11. Murphy Bros. drilled a good wi © classed as petroleum talungs,/ mente whether the oil contained in them | modity.as fuel oil and to pay the higher 
ag gas well in a second test on the northeast |224 What should be classed as fuel oil. | was ‘fuel oil, road oil, flux oil, or tailings. |rate applicable thereto. The complainants 
; comer of the D. Martin farm, Section 11. The opinion of the commission in this|The various oils look alike, are of the|therefore have had a rate advantage over 
“t, 1 case states that the word “residuum” as same consistency, and are produced by/|them.” C. BE. K. 
. us Oe Rersang Se ee used in Western classification was un- the same method. If the uso of which the | aht so eee 
A .s test on the F. D. Bu rm,!doubtedly intended to apply on shipments | tailings may be put defines what it is, | 
i <ogel beg fas oe _ ar on every low-grade petroleum product pe i ot come ranting re Arcee be SLEEPING MEN WAKEN 
- . ster Township, Reese i ’ - 
Sperry drilled a dry hole on the A. and M. ic —" oe =, a rev rt gies the numerous other oils known to the IN MASSES OF FLAME. 
Maurer farm, Seddon 32 n this word was dropped trom the€| trade and used for various purposes. It is 
in the Canaan : Western classification on Feb. 14, 1913,|now well settled by our decisions and no ‘ , 
oe lia e eveland field in Cuyahoga/the opinion states, and “petroleum tail-) other finding is practicable, that we can| Near Stone Bluff, 20 miles southeast of 
a ; unty, the work of developing the terri-|ings” was removed from the general list}not undertake to determine whether a Tulsa, Walter M. Owen and O. C. Mc- 
ory south and southwest of Cleveland|of petroleum products, taking fifth-class|rate is reasonable or unreasonable by as- Candless, well workers, were soundly 
goes along without a hitch. In Dover|rates and give the lower class D basis, |Ccertaining to what use the product shipped sleeping in a lease bunkhouse on Jan. 8. 
sh Tow: 8 
rt ca the Logan Gas & Fuel Co.|this was undoubtedly done because the i pn ang ggg vere tar-|They had been busy with their work on 
“y : ed a good gas well in No. 1 on the/term “petroleum tailings’ was thought|'"* ™ © Biss can sai the Michelson well, and slept soundly, as 
od = M. Sperry farm, Lot 60. The/petter to define the commodities that ; a = ov gy age —— is eer men of toil generally do. And as they 
n- z a ae Development Co. also drilled | theretofore had moved as residuum. When pons Protea siete. Tien vocoed chowe slept, they were suddenly awakened by 
76 8 ao gas well in a second test on the|the words ‘petroleum tailings’ were clearly that the billing was changed by crackling flames, which, as their con- 
to — SS pti pos 9 farm, Lot 70. dropped from the Western classification,|the inspectors of the defendants when |SClousness returned, completely enveloped 
l- Piva eee Township, same county,|and the words “wax tailings” substituted | their investigation showed that the com- them. Instinctively, both made efforts to 
ay n Meldren & Son’s test on the J. and| therefor, a similar change was not made|modity was actually being used as fuel;escape, but as smoke and fire filled the 





C. Anderson farm, Section 16, is a gas 
well above the average. The Rocky River 
Development Co. has drilled a better well 
than the Meldren well on the H. EB. Asplin 
farm, Section 15. 

In Middleburg Township, same county, 
Milton Freshwater’s test on the southeast 
corner of the T. Sifleet farm, Section 2, is 
a 10-bbl. pumper. The Clinton sand was 
Struck at 2,797 feet and drilled to a depth 
of 2,877 feet. 

In Swan Township, Vinton County, in 
the extreme southern end of the Central 
Ohio field, the Central Cotract & Finance 
Co, has a nice gas well in No. 5 on the 
H. F. Dubkle farm, Section 30. 

— Milton Township, Ashland County, 

e Logan Gas & Fuel Co. drilled a dry 
hole on the southeast corner of the D. S. 
Mitchell farm, Section 24. 

_m Avon Township, Lorain County, the 
. ke Shore Development Co. has drilled 
ried dry hole near the shore of Lake 

mle on the W. O. Hurst farm, Section 26. 
pun County is not developing anything 
o value in the northern end of the 
county. 

; In Vermillion Township, Ashland Coun- 
Ma the Ohio Fuel Supply Co. drilled in a 
ig gas well in a second test .on the Sam 

Wing farm, Section 34. WHIT. 





in Western trunk-line tariffs. In further 
explanation of the reasons that caused 
the commission to decide this case in 
favor of the complainants, the opinion 
states: 

Commission’s Opinion. 

“The defendants contend, as heretofore 
stated, that fuel oil and tailings are not 
the same commodity; and that fuel oil, 
when named as such in a tariff and car- 
rying a specific rate, can not, in order to 
obtain a lower transportation charge, be 
shipped under the designation tailings, 
which is also named in a tariff and car- 
ries a specific rate. These contentions, 
however, are based upon the erroneous 
assumption that there are commodities 
which are respectively fuel oil and tail- 
ings and nothing else. As a matter of 
fact, no product of petroleum can be sin- 
gled out as being fuel oil only. Any pe- 
troleum product that may be made liquid 
by steam and pumped from tank cars for 
burning or that can be used in a furnace 
for heating metal or under a boiler for 
making steam is a fuel oil. Oil sold for 
road purposes may be a fuel oil in the 
sense that it can be used also for fuel 
purposes; on the other hand, oil sold for 
fuel oil may not infrequently be entirely 
suitable also for road and other purposes. 
The record shows that a car of this re- 
sidual oil was shipped to the city of Ow- 
ensboro, in the State of Kentucky, for 


oil; where this was not the case, but the 
product was used as road oil or for other 
purposes the tailings rate was applied, the 
billing being left unchanged. This in it- 
self demonstrates the deficiency of the 
tariffs, in that the carriers themselves 
could not stand on the tariffs alone for 
the assessment of the proper charges, but 
were compelled to resort to an inquiry as 
to the use of the material that had been 
shipped. In other words, having ascer- 
tained the use of which the commodity 
was put, they then assessed the rate. The 
defendants do'not contend that it was 
their purpose, by the use in their tariffs 
of the word ‘tailings’ to raise the rates, 
from these Kansas and Oklahoma refin- 
eries, on all residual products not named 
in their commodity tariffs. Their practice 
under the tariffs did not disclose any such 
purpose. The residual products of the 
complainants, when billed as_ tailings, 
moved under the rates applicable thereto 
in cases where the shipments were not 
used as fuel oil. The character of the 
shipments was not changed, but its use 
determined the rates to be applied. 

“The descriptions in the defendants’ 
tariffs of the products of petroleum oil to 
which various rates are applicable are 
not free from ambiguity. If wax tailings 
was the only product intended to be 
shipped under the term ‘tailings,’ tariffs 
should so state. Words should be em- 





ployed with clear and plain meaning, and 


| room of the shack, this was not readily 
| accomplished. Finally, they found the 
door and ran out of the blazing bunk- 
house, but not soon enough to avoid a 
shocking experience. They were horri- 
i bly burned about their bodies, limbs and 
|faces. Their hair was singed, their skin 
|blistered. Of the two, Walter Owen was 
the more seriously affected. Help was 
soon at hand and the sufferers were .con- 
veyed across the country to Tulsa, where 
they were taken in as patients at the 
Physicians and Surgeons’ Hospital. As a 
result of his burns, Owen died on Friday 
last. McCandess is expected to recover. 

The fire in the bunkhouse was due to 
a gas explosion. Whether it was a sud- 
den over-pressure of gas that caused it 
or a broken connection is unknown. 


OIL MEN TO OWN FAMOUS FARM. 





Cc. E. Martin, an Okmulgee oil man, 
with his brother and partner, D. Martin, 
,of St. Louis, have purchased the famous 
{Million Dollar Franklin Farm, located in 
Southeast Missouri, about 100 miles from 
St. Louis. The tract consists of 7,000 
acres and it is said to be the finest farm 
in America, 
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NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





(By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr.) 

NEW YORK, Jan. 14.—A rise in prices, 
covering naphtha, featured the market 
during the week just ended. Refiners an- 
nounced an advance of two cents on all 
grades and packages of naphthas except 
on stove gasoline, which was raised one 
cent a gallon on Jan. 14. The apprecia- 
tion of values were generally expected 
and is simply due to no relaxation of the 
domestic and export demand, which is 
making a marked inroad in available sup- 
plies, causing some apprehension by re- 
finers who are finding it more difficult to 
meet the heavy withdrawal demand from 
domestic consumers on outstanding or- 
ders. Urgent inquiries from exporters 
have been received, but, owing to the lack 
of vessels to carry case oil or oil in tank- 
ers, business has been held in abeyance, 
but sizable orders have been booked for 
refined oil in barrels. Predictions are be- 
coming more numerous by leading oil in- 
terests that naphtha prices, particularly 
due to the prospective shortage of gaso- 
line, will reach 40 cents a gallon for do- 
mestic consumption, and like advances on 
export lots in the very near future. It is 
figured that the decrease in the gasoline 
output from all fields in the United States 
is close to 3,000,000,000 gallons yearly. A 
barrel of crude oil averages 42 gallons, or 
21 gallons of gasoline, and with the de- 
mand steadily increasing, the scarcity of 
motor gasoline bids well to become more 
pronounced. There has been a heavy de- 
erease in the volume of export orders for 
the past week and the shrinkage in sales 
was mostly confined to illuminating oil in 
bulk and in cases, while naphtha and gas- 
oline also suffered marked losses. Gas 
and fuel-oil orders show a decided gain 
and called for shipments in tank steamers. 

Chartering vessels was practically at a 








standstill owing to an advance of offer- | 5 


ings, due to a lack of vessels. The only! 
fixtures recorded for package oil involved ; 
the Norwegian ship Nordfarer, prompt} 


loadinf, 18,000 bbls. refined oil, Philadel- |; 


phia loading for United Kingdom at pri- 
vate terms, and the bark Irene, 6,500 bbls. 
refined oil, January loading, for United 
Kingdom at 14 shillings 6 pence per round 
barrel. The total charters for petroleum, 
covering crude and refined oil, also naph- 
thas, in bulk and packages, reduced to 
crude equivalent, for the week ended Jan. | 
13 aggregated 93,770 bblis., showing a loss 
of 87,100 bbls. compared with the total for 
the preceding week. 

Clearances of petroleum, as outlined by 
tabulated figures herewith, from Jan. 1 to 
Jan. 13, 1916, aggregated 25,132,168 gal- 
lons, showing a gain of 5,106,309 gallons 
compared with the same time in 1915. 
Clearances at Philadelphia for the same|} 
period covered some 3,000,000 gallons, | 
showing a decrease of some 5,000,000 gal- | 
lons compared with the same time of 1915. | 

Transactions in petroleum and products, 
as outlined by the week’s review herewith, | 
are based on terms f.o.b. vessel New York 
covering 200-case lots and over unless 
otherwise specified. In order to ar- 
rive at f.o.b. vessel price on case oil in 
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cases, .50c; 500@699 cases, .40c; 700@799 
cases, .35c; 1,000@2,999 cases, .30c; 3,000@ 
9,999 cases, .20c a gallon, and 10,000 cases 
and over, 1-3¢c a case. 

Sales of illuminating oil in bulk aggre- 
gated only 37,000 bbls. at 5 cents, while of 
full cargoes of barrelled oil some 20,000 
bbls. were traded in at 8.65c a gallon. Or- 
ders for refined illuminating oil in cases 
included some 300,000 cases. No full car- 
goes are included in the latter amount 
and price closed at llc, while the total 
comprised 3,000@9,999-case which were 
booked at 11.20c a gallon. Naphtha book- 
ings aggregated over 19,500 cases at 32%c 
for 200-299-case lots and at 32.05c a gal- 
lon for 3,000-case lots, closing at two 
cents a gallon higher at the close for 
73@76°. Gasoline sales involved some 


|5,000 cases at 28%c for 200-299-case lots 
jand at 28.05c a gallon for 3,000-case lots 


of auto, 68@72°, while at the close prices 
were two cents a gallon higher. Stove 
gasoline sold at 26 cents for 200-299-case 
lots and at 25.55c a gallon for 3,000-case 
lots, closing at one cent a gallon higher. 
No sales of benzine could be traced, with 
prices closing at 26.75c for 200-299-case 
lots and at 26.30c for 3,000-case lots, 
showing an advance in price of two cents 
a gallon compared with the preceding 
close. Lubricating orders involved some 
30,000 bbls. at former prices as to brand, 
while of fuel and gas oil some 106,000 bbls. 
in bulk changed hands. 


Export Prices (cents a gallon). 
20 


0-299 3,000 

cases. cases. 

Naphtha, 73@76°.... 39.50 34.50 34.05 
BtOVE ..cccccsccsecce 32.00 27.00 26,55 
Auto, 68@72°........ 35.50 30.50 30.05 
Benzine, 59@62°..... 31.75 26.75 26.30 


The following table gives the charters for 
petroleum and products at New York, cover- 
ing crude, refined oil and naphthas, in bulk 
and in packages, reduced to crude equiva- 
lent, for the week ended Jan. 13, 1916, and 
from Jan. 1, 1916, with daily averages com- 
piled in barrels: 


an. Day. Since Jan. 1. Average. 
7 14,286 F 22,672 
x : - 6,389 165,160 20,645 
10 12,778 177,936 17,794 
11 28,571 206,507 18,773 
2 - 15,873 222,380 18,532 
13 15,873 238,253 18,320 





The following table gives the clearances of 
petroleum and products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons from Jan. 1, 1916, 
to Jan. 13, 1916, and for the current week 
ended Jan. 13, with comparative figures: 





Product. Week. Since Jan. 1. 1915. 
Refined - 5,182,655 16,259,929 11,568,878 
eR Arey nt 331 925,180 
Naphtha 1,930,095 4,692,888 2,031,335 
OMS i wo ween eens> Chamennee 213,705 
Gasoline 37,693 337,808 . - 15,157 
Lub. oils.... 2,093,118 3,841,217 5,303,604 

Total - 9,243,581 25,132,168 20,025,859 


*Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. 





(American refined petroleum, standard 

white oil.) London. Liverpool. 
Pence. Pence. 

WERGRY on evcccccccescd 9% 10 
Eee 9% 10 
BO -6.655 s0u0 vas &e 9% 10 
SR . cecinnadevennnh 9% 10 
Wednesday .......... 9% 10 
i er eS a 9% 10 
*Nominal. 


OIL AND GAS STOCKS. 


(Quoted by Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 
Following are the quotations on oil and 


regular export cases, containing two gas stocks for the week ending Jan. 15, 1916: 
5-gallon, low-screw cans, in New York tandard Oil Subsidiaries. 
Harbor, the following regular lighterage | - re ee 
charges must be added to sale prices; , Company. ney gh. ws 
herein mentioned on standard white oil b= cong eso pial ei a ash 
Water-white oil sells at 1c a gallon above | National Transit ...... 305 31% 31 
the price of standard white oil. Lighter-/|Ohio Oil .............. 2,335 201 194% 
age charges are as follows: Ten to 99/ Prairie Oil ............ 215 432 425 
cases, 2c; 100@199 cases, 1.50c; 2000@299 |South Penn. Oil . .-.... eee: ee 
Standard Oil (Cal.).... 889 380 364 
cases, .90c; 300@399 cases, .60c; 400@499 |Standard Oil (Ind.).... 262 535 6517 
Standard Oil (N. J.)... 610 524 506 
Standard Oil (N. Y.)... 305 222 216 
International Petroleum 5,655 13 12% 
CIVIL ENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS Vacuum O88 66k... 92 234 232 
Prairie Pipe ........ acs 421 229 222 
. Te rer eee 1 18 177 
Surveys and Special Illinois Pipe ts 35 0 
rafting California Pet. Corp.... 31,100 37 34 
T | E * _ d S | Cc Mexican Pet. Corp..... 251,375 122 110% 
§ Ohio Fuel Oil.......... 490 18 17% 
ulsa ngineering an upp y 0 Pittsburgh Oil & Gas.. 45 8 8 
Phone 3336 Pure Oil (com.)........ 770 18% 18% 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA The Texas Co.......... 12,400 227 219% 
Cosden (com.) ........ 10,655 15% 14% 
Houston Of] . 2.0... cscs 1,100 22 20% 
|Midwest Refining ..... 490 57 54 
2 oO U i S a E N D I ei Sapulpa Refining ..... 28,600 10% 9% 
Savoy Oll ss... cesses 1,950 12 9 
ASSOC. AM. SOC. M. E. Wayland vo” ~ oy , aes pa 5% 5% 
atural-' 
CONSULTING ENGINEER Caney River Gas...... 145041 39% 
—____~-__ _— DESIGNER OF ———___ Bi Gelamite. Gan. & Wise... 1,850 - 15% 18% 
Efficient Casing Head Gasoline Plants re. Jaane & Heat... 710 s1 % 5 
io Fuel Supply ..... 
GRAVITY AND PHYSICAL TESTS MADE Guage & Oklahoms.... 45 105° 106 
1012 BALTIMORE ~- KANSAS CITY, MO. || People’s Gas & Pipeage 185 36% 36 
Union Nat. Gas Corp.. 10. 145 145 

















ROUMANIAN REFINING INDUSTRY 
SUBJECT OF CONSULAR REPORT. 





From Commerce Reports, the following 
consular news from Roumania is taken: 

Even if, in spite of the war, the produc- 
‘tion of oil in Roumania has maintained, 
and even exceeded, the figures for the 
corresponding period of 1914, this can not 
be said as regards the refining activity 
during the same period, says the Petrole- 
um Review. While the production of 
crude oil in the country during the first 
six months of the year amounted to 
906,472 tons, as against 878,516 tons during 
the corresponding period of 1914, the re- 
fining industry during the same period 
considerably diminished. During the first 
six months of 1914 there were treated in 
the refineries 880,143 tons of crude oil— 
that is to say, a quantity exceeding the 
production obtained during that period. 
During the six months of this year there 
were treated 757,870 tons of crude oil, 
which quantity is less than the actual 
production by 148,602 tons, or, in other 
words, amounts to but 83% per cent. of 
the total production, as against over 100 
per cent. treated during the corresponding 
period of last year. 

The cause of this state of affairs lies, 
naturally, in the difficult situation created 
by the Roumanian industry by the pres- 
ent events, and especially by the total 
closing of the waterways by which under 
normal circumstances 90 per cent. of the 
Roumanian exports are made. The ex- 
portation by land, which the Roumanian 
industry has managed to organize with 
enormous difficulty, can not absorb all the 
products. obtained in the refineries. On 
the other hand, a certain number of prod- 
uts are totally prohibited for export. All 
this has-resulted in the stocks in the re- 
fineries and export installations accumu- 
lating very rapidly, and this, in its turn, 
has rendered impossible the continuation 
of the refining industry to the full ca- 
pacity of the refineries. 

The quantities of the various petroleum 
products obtained in the Roumanian re- 
fineries during the first six months of 
1915, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1914, were as follows: Gasoline, 
190,174 toms in the first half of 1915, as 
against 208,040 tons in the first half of 
1914; kerosene, 129,764 tons in the 1915 
190,902 tons in the 1914 period; lubricting 
oil, 60,219 tons in the first six months of 
1915, against 47,828 tons in the first half 
of 1914; residuals, 365,084 tons in the 1915 
and 422,335 tons in the 1914 period. 


SCARCITY OF OIL, THE CAUSE OF 
THE HIGH GASOLINE PRICES. 





“An oil famine is not coming; it is 
here,’”’ said oil men in Bayonne, N. J., 
connected with the Standard and Tide- 
water companies, last week. They said 
that the price of gasoline would continue 
to soar the next few months at least, and 
disputed the figures recently given out at 
Washington with the announcement that 
the Government was to investigate the 
increased price of gasoline. 

“Washington figures make it appear 
that the price of gasoline is being ad- 
vanced in the face of increased supplies 
of crude petroleum,” one oil man said. 
“But not all crude petroleum yields the 
same percentage of gasoline. 

“No mention is made of the stupendous 
expansion of the motor-car industry, 
which is almost wholly responsible for the 
demand which the refiners are unable to 
meet, nor of the tremendous falling off of 
the great Cushing pool in Oklahoma, 
which has declined from 300,000 bbls. a 
day in May, 1915, to less than 100,000 bbls. 
in December. While the total production 
in 1915 was in excess of 1914, the produc- 
tion for the last six months shows a fall- 
ing off of 50,000 bbls. a day as compared 
with the first six months, 

“‘Where there is increased production, it 
consists almost entirely of crudes which 
yield only a small percentage of gasoline.’’ 


TO DECLARE DIVIDENDS. 


companies, so far as known, will issue 
dividends this month, disbursing from 
$3,000 to $510,000. The Associated Oil Co. 
will pay $1 per share to stockholders of 
record Dec. 31. Globe Oil Co. will pay a 
dividend of one-half of one per cent., 
$3,000; West Coast Oil Co., $1.50 a share, 
amounting to $15,000; United Oil Co., one- 
half cent a share, $10,000; the Amalga- 
mated Oil Co. will pay its regular divi- 
dend of $1 per share; the Union Oil Co. 
has announced that it will pay a dividend 
of $1.50 a share, 








payable Jan. 25. 
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COMPETING S. 0. C. SUBSIDIARIES. 





This from Fimancial America is of in- 
terest: 

“Recent activities on the part of the 
various Standard Oil companies, espe- 
cially the large refiners, would seem. to 
indicate a general fight for new markets. 
The Standard Oil Co. of California has 
entered the Eastern markets on a large 
scale, and is making every possible ef- 
fort to secure a solid footing in the new 
fields. On the other hand, the Atlantic 
Refining Co. is branching out rapidly 
throughout the Middle West, and indica- 
tions are that this company will push its 
products as far west as possible. Hereto- 
fore Atlantic Refining products have been 
confined to the Pennsylvania and imme- 
diate territories. 

“Severe competition is also going on be- 
tween various other Eastern and West- 
ern Standard Oil refining companies.” 


TO SEEK OIL NEAR NEWTON, KAN. 





NEWTON, Kan., Jan. 14.—It is evi- 
dent that there will be something doing 
in the way of prospecting for oil and gas 
near Newton before many months. The 
agitation has grown warmer right along 
since the first suggestion was made sev- 
eral months ago that it would pay this 
locality to investigate conditions. Plans 
for organizing stock companies have been 
discussed and one or two such projects 
have been started, but not vigorously pur- 
sued. A voluntary subscription to such 
a plan was opened by Secretary Jackson 
of the Commercial Club, but the list fell 
far short of sufficient funds with which 
to attempt the putting down of _ test 
wells. 

Yet it is known that movements have 
been made toward securing leases in cer- 
tain sections east of Newton. What has 
been accomplished in this direction the 
Kansan is not permitted to state. 

LEGAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS 
OF OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION 





(Roswell H. Johnson, in Mining & Engi- 
neering World.) 

The old lease form, which has been in 
use ever since the industry had become 
really widespread, is so weakened by re- 
cent decisions respecting the surrender 
clause that it is likely to be abandoned. 
Since the short lease, the obvious alter- 
native, would operate greatly against con- 
servation, it is to be hoped that the new 
lease form construction upon the basis 
of a renewable option will be sustained by 
the courts. 

The royalty stipulated in the lease 
should not be a fixed rate, but should 
provide for a gradual reduction, so that 
when the well becomes so small as to be 
near abandoning, the royalty will be noth- 
ing, or nearly so. In this way the produc- 
tive life of the well will be prolonged. 

The placer claim law for oil and gas is 
universally recognized to be so utterly ill- 
adapted that most of the promising pub- 
lic lands have been withdrawn by execu- 
tive order. In the light of the great over- 
Production following the Cushing discov- 
ery, this is not to be wholly regretted. 
It is obvious, though, that some provision 
should be made to open public lands to 
development in regions at a distance from 
Production, and where oil is expensive or 
84s not available. While the Farris bill 
discussed at the last Session of Congress 
is a considerable advance over previous 
Plans, reasons will be given in the com- 
Pleted paper why the Oliver plan is pref- 
erable. 

Losses are still frequent and severe 
from wild and burning wells, on account 
of the unpreparedness of the operator. 
Devices have now been brought to such 
a state of perfection that it would prob- 
ably be wise to demand by law that wells 

unknown territory or depths or short- 
ly to reach a known sand of high pressure 
oil or gas should be equipped for proper 
control, 

To avoid wasteful haste in exhausting 
the gas of a common pool before a com- 
Petitor can do so, co-operation should be 
Permitted between producing companies 
or between these and transporting and 
distributing companies. 

‘Restraint of trade” of this sort is a 
Public good and should therefore not be 
Prohibited, 
geone pipe lines lead nearly always to a 
den”, Deteentage of the gas being used 

mestically with less being used for in- 
rior uses. The disadvantage of the 
Pinter amount lost in leakage is now be- 
ng obviated by welding pipe lines and 
connections. 

The increased use of compressors is 


ly, so rapidly is the demand for gasoline 
growing. 
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making possible not only a wider trans- 
portation, but, more important, the use 
low-pressure gas that would otherwise 
be wasted or abandoned in the ground. 

Metering, whenever the gas changes 
ownership, is one of the most valuable de- 
vices for conservation. It enlists the ur- 
gent application of those who can do 
most to prevent waste. 

The increased yields of gasoline ob- 
tained by ‘“‘cracking’’ oil under pressure 
and from the use of aluminum chloride 
in refining, and by reclaiming gasoline 
from casinghead gas, has been very time- 


NEW WEST VIRGINIA COMPANY. 





CHARLESTON, W. Va., Jan. 17.—The 
Loudensville Oil & Gas Co., of Cameron, 
to operate in Marshall County, has been 
incorporated, with an authorized capital 
of $100,000. The incorporators are Tim- 
othy Ross, of Waynesburg, Pa.; J. B. Al- 
lison, W. H. Loper, James Wilson and 








George R. Watson, all of Cameron. 


FOUR NEW OIL-COUNTRY TOWNS. 





Following the construction of the rail- 
road connecting the Frisco with the Cush- 
ing district comes the townsite man, and 
already there are four new “‘cities’’ adver- 
tised, and every one of them is “touted” 
as a future metropolis, Depew, which up 
to this time has been but little more than 
a whistling station on the railroad, is the 
most ambitious of the four. Shamrock 
claims to have more natural advantages 
than any place in the State. Markham, 
formerly Dropright, also has metropolitan 
aspirations, as has one of the country 
out-of-the-way camps hitherto known as 
Ragtown, but which has been christened 
anew and now appears under the rather 
euphonious title of ‘‘Metropolis.” 

Old-timers in the Mid-Continent field 
remember how Ochelata, Ramona, Owas- 
so, on the Santa Fe, and Kiefer, the gate- 
way to Glenn Pool, on one side, and Glenn 
Pool City, the southern gateway, were all 
boom communities. Now most of them 
are almost deserted villages, and property 


~ GLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Advertisements under this heading are 25 
cents per line for the first insertion and 10 
cents per line for each additional insertion, 
invariubly cash in advance unless the adver- 
tiser has an account with the publishers. 
Estimate cost on the basis of six words to 
the line. Minimum charge, $1. Replies for- 
warded free. 








FOR SALE 


| FOR SALE—Oil leases in several Texas 
|counties; also one block north of Heald- 
| ton, Okla.; some near proven fields, some 
| wildcat; some cash, some on drilling con- 
|tracts. All secured before boom—care- 
|fully selected. Enough acreage to war- 
|rant organization of large development 
|}company. If you can do business, write 
|Max Elser, Box 218, Fort Worth, Tex. 


| GAS COMPRESSING STATION FOR 
| SALE—Owing to failure of gas, complete 
|plant, including 2 Laidlaw-Dunn-Gordon 
| compressors, size 20x18; 2 75-h.p. gas en- 
|gines; water pumps; dynamos, and other 
;equipment. Also about ten miles of gas 
|lines, various sizes. Let us quote you. 
| Baur Gas Co., Eaton, Ind. 


FOR SALE—Gas Compressor Pump 
Station, consisting of four 250-h.p. Tubu- 
lar boilers, two 600-h.p. Hamilton Corliss 
Cross compound engines and compress- 
ors, steam pumps, condensors, and every- 
thing complete to equip a plant capable 
of handling 12,000,000 feet per day. For 
terms and specifications, address Charles 
McCauley, Montpelier, Ind. 


FOR SALE—One 5-passenger Packard 




















automobile, like new; also several good 
field cars. Tulsa Motor Car Co., Tulsa, 
Okla. 


| FOR SALE—Oil lease on 80 acres with- 
jin 40 rods of big gas well; one-eighth roy- 
jalty. Consideration: cleaning out and re- 
}casing well already drilled, and drilling it 
|200 feet deeper. Cronk & Garrett, Cawker 
| City, Kan. 








| BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. 
| 
| WILL CONSIDER EQUITABLE OFFER 
\from right party to finance test wells on 
|3,000 acres or more on domed structure, 
j|located by unquestionable talent; investi- 
|gations invited. F. H., care Oil and Gas 
| Journal. 


i— 





POSITION WANTED. 

Under this heading, advertisement will 
be carried free of charge in two issues. For 
;}each additional insertion the charge will be 
|1 cent a word. 








| WANTED—A position as stillman or 
|treater; have had 10 years’ experience; 
}can treat light and heavy oils. Address, 


| Stillman, in care of this office. 





EEXPERIENCED MAN, now employed 
|in managerial capacity with large oil com- 
lpany, would like to communicate with 
|company or party wanting an experienced 
|man for new or expanding concern. 
| Address XYZ, in care of this paper. 

| “SITUATION WANTED—V/ith organiz- 
jing or operating oil and gas company. 
| Experienced in organizing, leasing, stock- 
|marketing, etc. Satisfactory reference. 
| Address G. L. Rice, 419 W. 118th St., New 
| York City. 

| POSITION WANTED—Young married 
/man located in Tampico wishes position to 
{represent oil interests in Mexico. Speak 
|Spanish fluently; familiar with country, 
lits laws and the leasing game. Address 
| Mexico, care Oil and Gas Journal, Tulsa, 
| Okla. 














| ADDRESSES WANTED. 
| Advertisements under this heading will be 
| carried for 1 cent a word for each insertion. 
| WANTED—The address of William T. 
Beattie, lease hand, to settle estate in 
which he inherits considerable amount. 
Communicate with Ethan W. Judd, attor- 
ney, Olean, N. Y. 
WANTED—To know 
of Charles McCallister, last heard from 
while employed near Drumright, Okla.,° 
about one year ago. Any information con- 
eerning Mr. McCallister should be ad- 
dressed to his mother, Mrs. Emily Mc- 
Callister, Fairmount, Ind., who is very 
anxious to hear from him. 








the whereabouts 














FOR SALE—We have on hand a 
few back numbers of The Oil & Gas 
Journal which we would be pleased 
to furnish at 10c each. No issues 
previous to January, 1912. The Pe- 
troleum Publishing Co., Tulsa, Okla. 





values have fallen off 75 per cent. 
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Magnolia Pipe Line Co...........- 121,547 | Deliveries, October ...........++-- 8,599,681 | Pennsylvania, Lima and Kentucky oil fields, TORINO ig :0:c-94 phd PERRO ERR Tbe cee 
Ouisiis “ned: tent.) x20 6501 ceseen 3,300,000 ————— | including oil received from other lines, at North Texas one Panhandle. 
al iE DIMSPOROE 6. c.c.0 osc hs cas ssa ws skids 924,535 |the close of each month for the past three Corsicana light.$1.20 Biectra ........$ 1.20 
POCA. ccc csiveccopens ssxecgengee 77,956,880 | Stocks, Nov. 1........c.e0esesee008 57,879,376 | years: Corsicana crude .65 Henrietta ..... 1,20 
Total November ................ 77,835,890 | Stocks, Oct. 1......e.seeseceeeeoes 58,803,911 1913. 1914. 1916. |Strawn ........ 1.05 Moran ......... 105 
—_ -—_—___—_— | January ... 10,191,283 9,457,985 10,206,033 Gulf 

SOROD 66 ci Disa wactacecekewnweae OS RB, Serene Get ey yim ae 924,535 | February .. 10,145,879 9,542,927 10,472,153 Coast. 

NOTE.—The stock figures do not include | —---—— March 10,002,976. 9,858,754 10,480,499 By The Texas Co.—Sour Lake, 60c; Hum- 
approximately 16,000,000 bbls. held in stor- PENNSYLVANIA REGION. April. x: 10.054,231 10,354,931 10,762,624 | ble, 60c; Markham, 50c; Vinton, 60c; Jen- 
age by operating concerns on their leases ein: Woenn: Seite Maycitc. 9,688,390 10,938,082 10,420,254 | nings, 45c; Thrall, 965c. 
and tank farms’ prighe wig x June 9,791,997 11,807,242 10,498,627| By the Magnolia Pipe Line Co.—Thrall, Jic. 

: s i In the following table will be found the) July ...... 9,761,770 12,144,963 11,158,191} By the Gulf Pipe Line Co.—Spindletop, 

The following table shows the runs, ship’ |runs or receipts from wells by various pipe | August 9,948,057 12,307,600 10,500,037 |55c; Sour Lake, 60c; Saratoga, 50c; Batson, 
ments and stocks of the Prairie Oil & G&S lines in New York, Pennsylvania, West Vir-|September.. 10,074,039 11,231,345 10,618,149 |50c; Vinton, 40c; Edgerly, 45c; Humble, 60c. 
Co. and the Prairie eae eae oe cocks. |Simia, Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana for No-| October ... 10,055,788 10,715,020 10,689,765! The Sun Pipe Line Co.—Sour Lake, 50c; 

ams. Be eet pneete as ove coo (vember and December, 1915: November.. 9,358,848 10,130,924 10,592,200 | saratoga, 50c; Spindletop, 50c; Batson, 50c; 
MAY 2 sncus>- 2,790,000 3,941,639 42, 00/000 November. December. December.. 9,305,680 10,140,680 10,771,166 | Humble black and green, 50c; Dayton, 4ic. 
June ........ 2,100,000 3,576,520 41,500,000 | national Transit Co. 202,856.69 208,378.48 Grades of Oil 
BURY. o's cavers 2,790,000 aya oeeeee S. W. Pa. P.I 103,355.57 102,428.64 The following oe pena ecient Northern Louisiana. 

ssees 2,945,000 3,790,904 43,000, Reel eee eT errs r 2 38° ¢ 
a sone 2700000 3821049 44,000,000 |Eureka P. L..... .-- 645,150.87 712,673.18 |tne different grades of oil held by the Bast- | 28; 8nd above (Caddo pool)............ $1.20 

pte , S21,0 7000, |/Bueckeye (Macksb’g) 254,462.56 282,384.60 * seacoan q | 38° and above (De Soto pool).......... 1,10 
October ..... 2,225,000 3,870,362 44,000,000 | Roy Li 175 883.23 174.112.67|or" pipe lines at the close of November an | 35 @37.9° 
Nove 3,768,745 44,000,000 Deceese CLima).... 175,888. 74,112.67 |December, 1915, and included in the gross AR EL ori a dae RY ie : 
November ...2,550,000 3,763, oe aon (Buckeye (Cleveland) 363.84 476.59 B2@34.9° wees seen eens 

~cembe .2,790,000 3,727,092 40,000,000 | ph i eg : -59 | stocks of the above tables: 

December baat, 2000,90" \Indiana P. L. Co.. 22,984.75 26,666.96 November. December. |C#@40 crude. 

The following table shows the runs, ship-|Cumberl’d P. L. Co. 31,926.42 30,701.11 Pennsylvania 4.841,833.64 5,110,741.76 | Crichton pool. 
ments and stocks of on Cutehome one Kan-|N. Y. Transit Co.... 13,678.93 EC OP gee eae ieee 1.958 863.45 1,722,335.53 | Kastern states. 
sas lines; some lines that do not make regu-|Tidewater P. L. Co. 101,153.56 666-560. 08 oe nen foo 28° ,995, 809. 122,396 } 5 

: : | ‘ aaa mae abn Kentucky ...... - 227,234.26 252,942.62 | Pennsylvania ..$2.25 Somerset ...... $1.63 
lar reports being cothmates: | Prod. & Ref. Oil Co. 159,925.26 aNSG22-Si Mid-Continent . 2,590,396.94 2,445,484.13 | Mercer black... 1.75 Ragland ....... 16 

1915. Runs. Shipments. Stocks. |Emery P. L. Co.... 27,039.17 28,255.53 Thinois ..........+- 973,872.68 1,239,661.47 | New Castle..... 1.75 Illinois ........ 1.57 
MAY © -<2.+.0~ 7,210,210 8,107,633 54,162,270) = r | |Cabell ..2..... i gh 1.28 
June . 6,152,667 7,637,334 53,623,770 | OGRE ao Saeed eae 1,738, 780.85 1,865,860.21 De aie eRe o 10,771,165.51 10,592,200.97 | | Corning heehee 1.75 Princeton ..... 57 
RT ry- 7,092,307 7,707,714 56,614,770} Daily average 57,959.36 60,189.04 wieginaicionapanies ten ! Nerth Lima. . 1.43 Plymouth ..... 1.33 
August ..... 7,123,161 7,949,113 Tiriz.e0s | Petroleum Deliveries. | ILLINOIS FIELD. |South Lima. 1.43 Petrolia, Can... 1.73 
oe : weer ens Spy nn He pry The following table exhibits the shipments! The following table gives the report of the | Wooster 1.60 
ee * 6'788-988 8°354,065 77,835,890 |°° ns enter —- ries C ge pipe Lora Illinois Pipe Line es in Illinois: sae ays ke aieiities 
nee ee eTty an y lin New Yor ennsylvania est rginia, |Gross stocks Jan. 1............. . A “ y . 
December 7,517,541 8,193,684 77,956,880 | O14, Kentucky and Indiana for November Runs from wells, December..... 1,062,721.97 CALIFORNIA QUOTATIONS. 

acne ee jand December, 1915: (Other. Pec Pte. 2 0c tase. sass 1,152,186.93 (Crude-oil prices at the well.) _ 
TEXAS PANHANDLE. November. December. ‘Regular deliveries .............. 14,318.97 ing dren ane Coke figures indicat- 
a = |National Transit Co. 401,068.05 433,697.64 Other deliveries ............... 2,210,758.77 ‘ e usive: 
Moctce-Dartierncte—ams. |S. W. Pa. P. L..... 149,922.14 161,958.42| The amount of Illinois oil run by the , Sam Joaquin Valley. 
Month. Daily Av.|Eureka P. L. Co.... 67,463.83 69,908.37 , Tidewater Pipe Line in December was 65,-|14@17.9° ......... , $ .43 
The TexMG CO... s.sce0sss 231,195 7,457 |Buckeye (Macksb’g) .......... .esecsssee 848.70 bbls. and the deliveries were 146,998,- |18@18.9° ...........0-- 44 
The Magnolia Petr. Co... 229,621 7,407|Buckeye (Lima).... 511,648.44 612,674.37 54 bbls. Adding these figures to the deliv-| ach increase in gravity one full degree 
— ——— |Buckeye (Cleveland) 246.67 583.83 ‘eries of the Illinois Pipe Line Co. makes the |@bove 18, one cent per barrel additional. 
Total ....-- sees eeeeee 160,816 14,864 | Indiana P. L. Co....1,014,643.46 1,058,040.24 runs and deliveries from the Illinois field for Whittier-Fullerton. 
Total November 439,874 14,662 Cumberl’d P. L. Co. 10,070.03 2,832.98 the year as follows: 16@17.9° $ .48 
a ——~—~ ‘Southern P. L. Co... 227,875.92 153,441.80] 1915. Runs. Deliveries. | 18@18.9° 49 
INCTEASE  .- +. ee eee eee 20,942 202 |Crescent P. L. Co.. 154,373.43 120,308.01 |; January ............ 1,315,484.98 139,310.21 wach increase of one full degree in at sravity 
Shipments. N. Y. Transit Co... 543,972.27 592,914.05 | February ........... 1,237,092.99 163,852.39 |above 18, one cent per barrel additio: 
Month. Daily Av.|Tidewater P. L. Co. 135,874.15  189,256.21|/March .............. 1,397,319.29 202,719.92 Ventura County 
The Texas Co........... 173,428 5,594 Prod. & Ref. Oil Co. 264,274.13 164,768.61 | April ............... 1,281,266.57 178,052.84 | 95 @o5 ge aan $ .67 
The Magnolia Petr. Co... 235,447 7,595 |Emery P. L. Co.... 18,261.33- 28,826.36 | - es  4.371,186.68 Sai.one.te S869 eek ees. 68 
ae ed SNE wicca t's REF 1,250,264. ARAAS AO ane gages LY ret tt eee alee Saat 
ODEs. ckpeccduetomies 408,875  13,189| Total ............ 3,499,693.85 3,533,710.89 | ‘July. Selseaetekassee LSERADO AS. SER OSE OO | ole gh eee cuae uae nem maaiicnel, 
Total November 406,269 13,542| Daily average 116,656.46 113,990.67 | August eres AL Spe 5 hg ti oa 4 
2 eoninntioes oy * September - 1,181,925.9 4, . ss 7 
font ee Pe ene » 606 aod Mastern Stevie. iCotober® .s46.ce6cc63 1,184,598.09 124,486.22 | rroust gn OIL QUOTATIONS. ‘one 
: | The gross stocks held by various pipe lines | november 1.117.786.16 96,866.80 [reer non eV OTT ws vse seceerersces- “4 

vk " Stocks. ‘ +f jin the oil-producing sections of New York, December 1.128'570.60 161.317.51 Dallas and Fort Worth delivery, f. o. b.. .90¢ 
The Texas Ee ee Sestscesees 231,671 Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana The Tidewater Pipe Co. ’ Lta ates ‘aetiw- Mexican crude (Galveston delivery).. 82¢ 
The Magnolia Petroleum Co..........373,989 jand Kentucky at the close of November and |,.04q 193.061.55 bbls of Mid-Continent oil a 

. 7 December, 1915, were as follows: ste : : REFINED-OIL MARKET. 

Total av eenedraseadeeen cere 605,660 | November. December. Franklin Pipe Line Co. The present refined oil quotations «re as 

Total November ...........0.020004 610,499 Nat'l Transit Co... 911,649.36 872,038.86 | The following table exhibits the condition | follows: 

oe S. W. Pa. -?. ih....° SOR TI 607,355.73 |of the Franklin Pipe Line at the close of |Standard white (bulk).............- 5.00 

Decrease ......-.... a ee 4,839 Fureka P. L. Co... 1,826,944.41 2,074,857.43 | business for the months named, and not|Standard white (cases). 11.00 

Petrolia—Runs. | Buckeye (Macks’ bg) 617,992.15 614,501.37 | counted in the stocks and averages reported | Water-white (bulk)..... 6.00 
Month. Daily Av. |Buckeye (Lima)... 2,289,691.94 2,231,889.17 | above: Water-white (in barrels).........-- 9.65 
Pee - Wiemae Clo. ox vkecccs 16,271 524 | Buckeye (Cleveland) 481.12 209.31 1915. Receipts. Shipments. Stocks. —_——_ 
The Magnesia, Peis Ga.c > Sain 964 Indiana P. L. Co.. 1,159,819.82 1,015,814.06| January ....... 3,485.02 9,475.49 59,362.88 PIPE-LINE STATISTICS. 
deh ae} ;Cumberl’d P. L. Co. 158,682.94 169,258.86 | February ....... 3,937.1 vse veces (62,808.04 The following table shows the r ‘Ss and 
alee Lees i NU 24,481 788 Southern P. L. Co.. 757,543.56 698,653.92 | March < 432.38 65,219.74 |shipments by the various pipe lines in the 
Total November ...... 26.598 ggg | Crescent P. Is Co... 60,323.08 92,895.11 | April = seeeeee+ 68,814.64 | of] fields of New York, Pennsylvani West 
Prabvevient 8. N. Y. Transit Co... 981,556.29 1,061,910.15 |May ...... F sseeeee+ 71,627.59 | Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio .14 In- 
Hemel soc... 217 9g|Northern P. L. Co. 556,613.69 575,869.35 | June . 3.55 74,820.17 | diana: 
z Prod. & Ref. O. Co. 701,468.83 710,323.80 | July cs 8 1,677.43 80,383.87 Runs—Jan. 1 to 12, Inclusive 

Shipments. Emery P. L. Co.... 40,659.22 45,588.39 | August rs 493.14 77,734.89 | National Transit Co.............--:: ,917 
Month. Daily Av. September ..... 2,176.43 660.60 79;250.72|South West Pa. Lines............--: 38,526 
Te ON SOs neue 8 xa care 30,912 997 | ae ee ee 10,592,200.97 10,771,165.51 | October ........ 4,901.40 23.597.96 60,654.16 | Kureka P. L. Co..........eceeoeeess 05,482 
The Magnolia Petr. Co... 7,815 252 a ee ae ag ee 178,964.54 ' November ...... 3,061.83 22,806.72 60.814.82 | Buckeye P. L. Co. (Lima).......--- 62,741 
—— —_—— Decrease ........ STBGRTO. Sia me secee December ..,.... 6,639.35 6,359.81 41,092.36 | Buckeye P. L. Co. areca Seals « 97,905 
NGAAT oo eke Reeee 38,727 1,249 Cumberland P. L. Co Lone 

Tot November ...... 12,189 a ‘, 
Ka 1188 _*°5 | SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS MADE JAN. 10, 1916, RELATING TO BUSINESS OF THE |}"{/@02 P. 1. Co... 5,367 
Te egy iat He 26.538 843 VARIOUS PIPE LINES FOR MONTH ENDING DEC. 31, 1915. Tidewater Pipe Line Co. (Pa. oll).. 36,626 
Stocks Gross Runs From Other Regular Other Tidewater Pipe Line (Ill. oil)....--- Bi 

Cha Siete Clas: ok os eae co Sa 50,950 Stocks. Wells. | Receipts. Deliveries. Deliveries. Illinois P. L. Co.........2.-eeeeee 350,12 
Man basaeia Panitaus 4i 11355 | National Transit Co....... 872,038.86 208,378.48 1,221,100.29 433,697.64 1,032,111.99 ee 
* * : 129,246 
__ 7°" |South West Pa. Pipe Lines 607,355.73 102,428.64 907,891.89 161,958.42 802,674.61| Total ........ccecceccecccudecees: 29,248 

SORE re Sa rae 52,305 | Eureka P. L. Co.......... 2,074,857.43 712,673.18 756,245.92. 69,908.37 1,119,250.83| Average runs ..........eeeeeeees: 77,48 
Total November ..............csees 166,588 | Buckeye (Macksburg) 614,501.37 282,384.60 2,461.88 280,168.67 Shipments—Jan. 1 to i3, Inclusive. 1 
___"’“ | Buckeye (Lima, etc.) | 2,2831,889.17 174,112.67 1,786,432.54 612,679.37 1,391,861.62|National Transit Co...........+++-: 130,081 
Wie. cha wwh se vrokinc cee 114,283 | Buckeye —— ones 209.31 476.59 et Serer etter South West Pa. Lines.........-.++:: He 
Cc i Thrall Indiana P. Es O0.....c6cs 1,015,814.06 26,666.96 2,678, Bis. 58 1, ns: 040.24 1,786,450.85 |Eureka P. L. Co........ceeeeeeeees’ 295 85 
apace calc eemrinctned Cumberland P. L. Co..... 169,258.86 30,701.11 61.44 832.98 15,125.50 | Buckeye P. L. Co. (Lima).....-.--> Habe 

Month. Daily Av.|Southern P. L. Co........ 698,653. 92 SC 921,870.31 153.441-80 811,764.68 |Buckeye P. L. Co. (Macksburg).... 155.9 
Corsicana light ......... 9,429 312/| Crescent P. L. Co........ os ee ere 153,312.62 SPE OUG OR os. css dens oe Cumberland P. Li Co....ceceeveees: 1S oe, ‘ 
Corsicana heavy ........ 14,894 583 |New York Transit Co..... 1,061, 910.15 14,435.76 1,049,101.79 592, 914.05 387,811.93 |Indiana P. L. Co...........00+ ios - 46,615 
SED ...c oes are bees sees 48,774 2,289 | Northern P. ee 575,869.35 .......... 996,177.03 HOY. 975,709.55 |New York Transit Co.........-++++: 6,778 
Tidewater Pipe Line (Pa. oil)....-- 1 

Ln acu sa has Sh dee ee 72,917, 3,184 Total Dec. 31........ 10,015,253.32 1,552,257.99 10,472,671.29 3,206,359.71 8,602,430.23 |Illinois P. L. Co........seeeeeeeee': ‘ 
Total November ....... 97,960 3,160 Total Nov. 30 ........ 9,850,072.92 1,450,662.86 9,176,509.20 3,081,284.24 7,458,866.50 9.818 

ees anemia, > b,  Beeorer oe re gen a ee 629) 
Dileremee <5 5.%6> essen 25,043 808 Difference ........... 165,180.40 101,595.13 1,296,162.09 125,075.47 1,143,563 73! “Average shipments ......+-++++:: 48,871 
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